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ABSTRACT

Sikhism has been distorted in literature largely because of the influence of Vedantic philosophy to
represent it as part of Hinduism. Now some Christian theologians are using this flawed literature
to compare Christianity with Sikhism. According to the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) [1], Guru
Nanak has rejected all the essentials of Hinduism: incarnation of God, caste system,
transmigration, karma, hell, heaven, gods, goddesses, and idol worship. Guru Nanak has also
rejected the method or approach for attaining salvation preached by the Semitic and the Indian
religions. Guru Nanak discusses the subject of evolution of life about five hundred years ago,
which is different than that of Christianity but very similar to that of Charles Darwin discovered

about 350 years after Guru Nanak.

INTRODUCTION

In September 2004 Colonel GB Singh [4], the author of
Gandbhi: Behind the Mask of Divinity came across a Web
site, “Hope for Sikhs” operated by Reverend Tony
Zekveld, Canada-based missionary. Expectedly his
motives were to witness the Sikhs for the purposes of
converting them to Christianity. GB Singh persuaded the
Reverend to have an open debate on the Bible - God,
soul, and heaven etc. on the pages of Sikh Spectrum, an
online publication. At that time GB Singh asked me to
add my comments on these topics from the perspective
of Nanakian philosophy [2]. This particular article is a
rejoinder to the claims of Reverend Tony Zekveld [5],
which is based on Nanakian philosophy embodied in the
Gurbani incorporated in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib
(AGGS) [1].

DISCUSSION
Reverend’s misunderstanding, misinterpretation and
ignorance has been discussed as follows:

The Reverend:

1. “The Granth Sahib states the simple fact that God
created the universe. How and why He created no one
knows. Furthermore, by the immanence of God, the
Sikh means that the universe is ""an emanation of God,
who willed its existence," like a spider, which emits its
own web from itself. Sikhs, therefore, do not have any
difficulty with the scientific theories of evolution.”

Response:

| find this statement amusing. What is Reverend trying to
say? Is he trying to scare ignorant and simple-minded
people just because the Sikhs believe in the scientific

validity of evolution? While the Biblical God is opposed to
the idea of evolution of life, the Nanakian philosophy
supports it. While the fundamentalist Christians oppose the
teaching of evolution even in the twenty-first century, Guru
Nanak discussed and imparted credence to the subject of
evolution of life about five hundred years ago, roughly 350
years before Charles Darwin, and come to think of it,
finally, science is catching up with the Nanakian
philosophy. Moreover, the Creator according to Guru
Nanak is Itself evolving as in the very act of creation of the
cosmos when the Transcendent became Immanent— the
Invisible became Visible—the Un-manifest became
Manifest.

Guru Nanak has expressed his views on the vastness of
the cosmos, the time of its creation and how it came into
being. When was the cosmos created?

kvx s vl vKg kvx kvx iQigq kvx vir]

kvix is rgl mh kvx ijq hAi Aikir]

vl n pielAi pfql ij hv IK prix]

vKqg n piieE kidlAi i ilKin 1K krix]

iQig vir ni gl jwx rig mh ni kel ]

Ji krqi isrTl ka sij Aip jix sel]—

What was the moment or time or date or day or season
or month when the cosmos was created? Had the
authors of Hindu scriptures or Quran known it, they
would have mentioned it. Neither did the yogi know the
date or day or month or season. It is only the Creator,
Who knows when the cosmos was created.

AGGS, Jap 21, p 4.
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How vast is the cosmos?
pigulu pigel 1K Aigisi Aigis ]

EVk EVk Biil Qk vd khin iek wviq ]
shs ATirh kihn kgbi Asl iek Diq]
IKi hie q ilKIA 1K hie ivxis ]
ninkk vfi AIKIA Aip jix Aip ]

After an immense and tiring search the authors of Vedas
concluded that there are hundreds of thousands nether
worlds under nether worlds and skies above skies. The
Semitic texts say there are eighteen thousand worlds, but
their Creator is One. However, the cosmos is so vast that
it is beyond the scope of counting / measurement (i.e.
beyond human comprehension)—one would run out of
numbers if one were to undertake the counting. Nanak
salutes the Great One, as It alone knows the vastness of
Its creation.

AGGS, Jap 22, p 3.

How did the cosmos come into being?

Guru Nanak postulates that there was darkness for
immeasurable length of time and the Creator with
inherent Hukam (Cosmic Law or Universal Law) was in
transcendent mode filling the void like fog fills space.
And then at some moment according to the Cosmic Law,
the cosmos was brought into being with infusion of
Cosmic-consciousness (also referred to as Spirit, Light
and God-consciousness).

Arbd nrbd DDkiri] Drix n ggni hkm Apiri]

ni idn rin n cd n srj sn smiD Igiiedi ] ...

Jiv igs Bixi qu jgq apiieAr ] bild klr Arfix
rhiieAe ]

For immeasurable length of time there was darkness.
Neither there was Earth or sky nor day or night nor
moon or sun, except the Creator and Its Hukam. The
Creator was in a transcendent mode filling the void like
fog fills space. The cosmos was brought into being
according to the Hukam without any visible support
upholding the vast expanse.

AGGS, M 1, p 1035.

The cosmos sprang from a single command of the
Hukam.

klgi psia ek kvia ] igs q he IK driAia ]

The cosmos sprang from a single act of Hukam
generating innumerable currents of creation.
M 1, Jap 16, p 3.

In total content the Creator remains the same (constant),
neither It increases nor decreases, which is consistent
with what modern physics says about the relationship

between energy and matter expressed by Einstein’s
formula, E=MC?*—the sum total of energy and mass
remains constant.

vfin hv Giit n jiie ]

The Creator neither increases nor decreases in totality.
AGGS, M 1,po9.

According to Guru Nanak, this event—the creation of
the cosmos which is a mystery and a matter of wonder,
is a support for the Creator as it is pleasing to It to
express Itself in the creation.

Aipin Aip siiJE  Aupin ricE nia ]
dXlI kdriq sijlA kir Aisx ifT cia ]

First, the Creator created Itself and gave Itself an
Identity (nau, /m&)—cosmos. Second, It created nature

and seated therein (transcendently), It takes delight
watching it.
AGGS, M 1, p 463.

Evolution

sic g pvni BieAi pvn g jl hie ]

Jj1 g igBvx siijAu Git Git jiq smie ]

The True One created the air, air produced water and
water created the world of life with God-consciousness
(Cosmic-consciousness).

AGGS, M 1, p 19.

When it comes to the evolution of life, Guru Arjan
couldn’t have spoken more clearly than these words
about years before Charles Darwin. Homo sapiens
evolved through countless forms of life like other
species - ants, worms, moths, fish, elephants, dears,
snakes and domestic animals like horses and bullocks-
starting from inanimate matter, the basic elements.
Moreover, he goes on to say that basic elements were
recycled as inanimate matter like rock and mountains
before the creation of “building blocks” for evolution of
a living cell.

kel ynm Be kit pggi ] kel jnm gj min krgi ]

kel gnm pKI srp hieE] kel jnm hvr ibK jieE ]

iml jgdis imIn kil briAi ]

icrkil ieh dh sjriAir] rhig]

kel gnm sl igir kirAi] kel jnm grB ihir KirAu ]
kel jnm siK kir apiieAi ] 1K carislh jin BmiieAu ]
Many births (different evolutionary stages of life)
created worm and insect. Many births created elephant,
fish and deer. Many births created bird and snake. Many
births created ox and horse, which are yoked. O human
being, now is your time to meet the Lord of the universe,

since it took a very log time for the human body to
evolve through many evolutionary stages of life. Pause.
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The matter constituting the human body was recycled
many times as rocks and mountains. Many births
resulted in abortion (defective mutations resulting in
death of the species). Many births produced plant life. It
took innumerable births to produce human body.

AGGS, M 5, p 176.

The Reverend:
2. “Because Sikhism is a reform movement within
Hinduism, this statement from the Mool Mantra must also
be understood from the Hindu context. Hindus teach the
doctrine of the avatars, the descent of the gods to earth in
human form.”

Response:

Guru Nanak rejects all the essentials of Hinduism:
incarnation of God, transmigration, karma, caste system,
hell, heaven, idol worship, miracle, demons and gods/
goddesses. On the other hand, Reverend’s own faith,
Christianity shares several common features with
Hinduism like incarnation of God, hell, heaven, miracles,
demons, Satan, angels, and other kinds of ghosts. Guru
Nanak also rejects the concept of salvation preached by
the Semitic and the Indian religions. Above all Guru
Nanak rejected all earlier religious traditions when he
declared: God is beyond the scope of Hindu and Semitic
texts:

bd kqgbl Bd ni juqu ]

Neither the Vedas (four Hindu texts) nor the four Kateba
[Semitic texts: the Torah, the Zabur (Psalms), the Injil
(Gospel), and the Quran] know the mystery of the
Creator of the cosmos.

AGGS, M 1, p. 1021.

The above philosophy is strengthened by the other Sikh
Gurus as follows:

kQi khixl bdl Aixl pip pn bicir ]

dd Ixi I L dxinrik srig Avqir ]

agm miDm jugl ignsl Birm Bv ssir ]

It is the teachings of Vedas, which has created the
concepts of sin and virtue, hell and heaven, and karma
and transmigration. One reaps the reward in the next life
for the deeds performed in this life—goes to hell or
heaven according to the deeds. The Vedas have also
created the fallacy of inequality of caste and gender for
the world.

AGGS, M 2, p 1243.

imhrvin malv ghl ek ] plr pkibr sK ]
idl kv milk kr hik ] krin kgb g pik ]

The Merciful One is the only Emancipator (Maula), not
the holy men (pir and sheikh), or Prophet. The Master of
every heart, Who delivers justice, is beyond the
description of the Quran and other Semitic texts.

AGGS, M 5, p. 897.

However, description of God according to Guru Nanak has
been discussed in details later under the 6™ question of
Reverend.

Reverend:

3. Reverend has quoted a stanza from “Dasam Granth”,
which he ascribes to Guru Gobind Singh whom he
erroneously calls “Padshahi 20.” He is also in error
when he claims that this stanza is from “Granth Sahib.”

Response:

Dasam Granth is not the work of Guru Gobind Singh;
rather it was the British East India Company, which hired
the Mahants (priests/monks) of Takhat Patna to write
Dasam Granth. Dasam Granth has been the favorite tool of
Christian missionaries and Hindu writers for the
misinterpretation and distortion of Sikhism. That is why
Reverend Zekveld has attributed this passage from Dasam
Granth to Guru Gobind Singh, though he is not sure what
he is talking about. The British authorities and
missionaries played a major role in the subversion of
Nanakian philosophy. After the annexation of Punjab
Kingdom, the British authorities kidnapped Maharaja
Dalip Singh, merely ten years old boy from his mother,
placed him in the custody of missionaries, and then
converted him to Christianity. The British took control of
Gurdwaras (Sikh places of worship) and made Hindu
priests and caretakers their in-charge whereas not a single
Hindu temple or a mosque was touched in the entire
British Indian Empire.

There is no evidence that Dasam Granth was found in
Punjab or Delhi in the eighteenth century. There is also no
evidence that in the eighteenth century Aad Guru Granth
Sahib was not given exclusive preference over the bani
(composition) of Guru Gobind Singh. Prior to John
Malcolm’s mention of Dasam Granth in his Sketch of the
Sikhs published in 1810, there is no reference to it either in
Sikh or non-Sikh sources (Muslim and European).
However, by 1890 there were 32 Dasam Granths
circulating in the Amritsar area. The presently published
Dasam Granth (1902) was created by the Sodhak
Committee made-up of British cronies (1895-1897) to
bring it into closer conformity with the “Granth” floated
by the British in the late eighteenth century prepared by
Nirmalas / Mahants (Nawal Singh, Dayal Singh and Sukha
Singh) at Takhat Patna [3]. The “Patna Granth” was
implanted in the East India Company Library by
Colebrook and Charles Wilkins and used by John
Malcolm to write his Sketch of the Sikhs in 1810 [3].
Devanagari version of this “Granth” was written in
February 1847 after the Sikhs lost the first Anglo-Sikh
War (Second treaty with Lahore, December 16, 1846 at
Bhairowal when the British became virtual masters of
Punjab). Treacherous Sardar Tej Singh (a Brahman) was
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the chief of the regency council when this Devanagari
Dasam Granth was created. In recognition of his
services, the title of Raja was conferred on him on
August 7, 1847 [3].

Takhat Patna came under the control of East India
Company near the end of eighteenth century. The
revenue records of Patna treasury show that Nirmalas /
Mahants of Takaht Patna were provided with pension
and opium from 1814 onwards by the East India
Company [3].

Why did the Christian missionaries convert Maharaja
Dalip Singh to Christianity? How much of the
brainwashing tactic was applied? Were these
missionaries trying to duplicate the lessons learnt from
their past successes of first going after converting the
King and then expecting the rest of the masses to follow
suit? The case in point is the example of conversion of
Emperor Constantine and thereafter imposing Christian
faith on the subjects through threats and force. Little did
the missionaries realize that in Nanakian philosophy the
real sovereign is God, and not an earthly monarch! A
Sikh owes his/her allegiance to God and Guru. And that
is why the abominable act of converting Maharaja Dalip
Singh failed to follow through the en-masse conversion
of Sikhs, except for a few solitary examples.

The Reverend:

4. "If God is without fear and enmity, then why is it
that the Sikh fears doing bad? How do they account for
their own deep spiritual unrest? Moreover, how does
one account for what we read in their own writings that
God cuts the head of the devil? Note these lines from
the Padshahi in the Granth Sahib.”

The Reverend asks, “Why the Sikhs fear doing bad
things if their God is without fear and enmity?” The
answer to this question is on the opening page of the
AGGS in the first stanza of Guru Nanak’s composition
Jap. The primary purpose of human life is to be one with
God by becoming a Gurmukh (God-oriented, which
requires living in harmony with God’s Hukm (Universal
Law). Moreover, civilized society demands of its
members to be law-abiding and upright citizens. Sikhs,
who have been misled about Sikhism, are the ones who
suffer from spiritual unrest, not the ones who understand
and practice Sikhism. Moreover, if the Reverend would
look around, he will find that spiritual unrest is
everywhere, especially among the Christians!

ikv sicAiri helA ikv kV gt pil]

hkm rjvel clxi nink i LKA niil]

How could one become a sachiara (Godlike), a God-
oriented and how could one get rid of ignorance and
falsehood? *“By living in harmony with Hukm (Universal
Law),” says Nanak.

AGGS, Jap 1, p L.

The Reverened:

5. “The concept of ""grace’ here must also be understood
in the context of Hinduism. Because Sikhism is a
particular kind of ""guru cult,”" an adequate concept for
their term of grace is ""darshan’’ or "the guru’s glance”.
Response:

Here the Reverend has given a literal interpretation of
“grace”. Grace in Nanakian philosophy means the
benevolence of the Creator towards the creation. The very
act of creation is grace. Being born as a human being is
grace. The Creator has endowed mankind with superior
intellect, critical thinking /discerning intelligence and
conscience; this is what grace means:

kir krq krxl kir piel ] ijin kigl igin Kimiq piel ]
The Creator created mankind and let it free to do as it wills.

But how it was accomplished, only the Creator knows.
AGGS, M 1, p 932.

mrtl ki I dhrv kirAi ] akiq jiq 1 srig priiKAi ]

The Creator fashioned human body from the earthly elements
and by some method endowed it with life, wisdom and
discerning intellect.
AGGS, M 5, p 913.

The Reverend:

6. “The Bible says that if we do not begin with Biblical God,
neither will we end up with Him. There may be a way that
seems right to you, but its end is the way of death. The
Biblical God — He is true and living God. The Bible says
that all things were created through Jesus Christ, Who is
God, who is called Word. The only way we can know the
Biblical God, the true living God is by believing in Jesus.
God has revealed Himself in Jesus. He (Jesus) has made
Him known.”

Response:

Guru Nanak rejected the type of God described in the
Bible, as this God is nothing more than a tribal god, an
exclusive God. For Guru Nanak the Creator is “One and
Only” and Its creation, mankind is also one whereas belief
in Biblical God leads to the balkanization or disintegration
of mankind. The thoughts of many sages of diverse
background that are compatible with the Nanakian
philosophy are incorporated in the AGGS, however, there
are no quotes from the texts of Semitic and Hindu
religions, as these religions are based on the concept of an
“exclusive God”. In addition to the millions of gods,
Hindus also believe in a God who communicates only
through the Brahmans and then there is a God for the
chosen people, the Jews. Christian God is approachable
only through his only son Jesus Christ. For the Muslim,
Mohammed is the last and final in a long line of Prophets
of Allah (God) and they claim that theirs is the only true
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prophetic religion.

God in Nanakian Philosophy

The God described in AGGS is easily understandable to
all seekers of “Truth” irrespective of their creed, caste,
gender, color, ethnicity and geographical considerations.
Guru Nanak did not assign any specific name or gender
to God. He used the prevalent names of God in usage by
both the Hindus and the Muslims without any distinction
along with addressing new names of his own. Most often
in the AGGS, God is described by Its attributes like
Creator, Formless, Transcendent, Omnipotent, Infinite
and Ineffable or simply as True One, One or You or Oh
meaning that or he / she.

A comprehensive definition of God is given by Guru
Nanak at the beginning of the AGGS as follows:

== siq nm krqi prK inrBa inrvr Akil mrig Ajnl
sB grpsiid ]

One and Only That is ineffable (in totality) — Truth is Its
name, Creator, Omnipresent, Sovereign, Without enmity,
Timeless Entity (unaffected by time), Beyond birth and
death, Created by Itself, Enlightener and Bounteous.
AGGS, Commencing Verse, p 1.

Further down on the same page in the beginning of his
composition of Jap, Guru Nanak has used the word Sach,
meaning Truth for God and has emphasized its eternal
nature.

Auid sc jgiid sc ] h Bl sc nink hsl Bl sc ]

Truth is primordial, It existed in the primal age, It exists
now and It will exist forever,” proclaims Nanak.
AGGS, Jap, p 1.

God is “‘One’. This attribute has further been emphasized
as follows:
siihb mriek h ] ek h Biel ek h ]

My God is One, hey brother, It is One and Only.
AGGS, M 1, p 350.

ek mih srb srb mih eki eh siqgir diK idKiel ]

The true Guru (God) has made me see that the One is in
every thing and every thing is in One.

AGGS, M 1, p 907.

Ineffable God

In the AGGS, God has been described as infinite and
ineffable again and again. In totality, God is beyond
human reach and comprehension. A finite entity can’t
define an infinite entity. To emphasize this point Guru
Nanak says:

kg AIKih AiKix piih ] a3 afa afa €fs €fs wfa 1

eq kiqg hir krih ] gi AuiK n skih kel kie ]

How many people are attempting to describe the greatness
of God and how many have passed away doing the same?
If God were to create as many more as already created,
even then they would not be able to describe the greatness
of God.

AGGS, Jap 26, p. 6.

Nanakian philosophy categorically rejects the incarnation
of God in human or any living form and the concept of
virgin birth, resurrection, demons (Satan) and angels (Holy
Ghost) and the Biblical concept of soul and sin. The
Commencing Verse of AGGS describes God as Ajnl

(Ajuni), meaning God does not come into
anthropomorphic form. Guru Arjan echoed and amplified
this view of Guru Nanak about God.

sqgr inrjn sie ] minK ki kir rp n jin ]

Satguru (God) is Niranjan — beyond Maya (without
material content). Do not believe that It is in the form of
man.

AGGS, M 5, p 895.

s mK jla ijq khih Tikr jnl ]
May that mouth burn, which says that God incarnates.
AGGS, M 5, p 1136.

Soul

Another major difference between Nanakian philosophy
and other religions is the concept of soul. In Nanakian
philosophy soul is God, the Transcendent One that
permeates the entire cosmos and it is called as jyoti (light),
atma or jio (spirit), sabd-surt (God-consciousness) and
moral principles that guide life (conscience). Guru Nanak
rejected the idea that soul is something separate from God
and that it leaves the body after death to receive
punishment or reward depending upon the person whose
body it inhabits.

iek dJih iek dblAih iekni kg Kiih ]

ieik pixl ivic astlA ieik Bl iPir hsix piih ]

nink ev n jipel ikQ jiie smie ]

After death some bodies are burnt, some are buried and
some are left to be devoured by animals/birds (dogs).
Some are thrown in water while others are thrown in a dry
well. There is no evidence / proof where the so-called soul
ends after these different methods of disposal of the dead
body,”” opines Nanak.

AGGS, M 1, p 648.

mq k jix jiie Ag piiesl ] yh krm kmiie ghi hiesl ]
Do not believe that the benefits of deeds performed in the
current life will be rewarded in the next world.

AGGS, M 1, pp 729-730.
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six mn imq ipAiirAr iml vl h ieh ]

jb Ig jbin sis h gb Ig ieh gn idh ]

O my mind, my dear friend, this is the time for you to
meet the Creator. Moreover, this opportunity will last
only as long as the body is healthy and full of vitality.
AGGS, M 1, p 20.

siB mih jiq jiq h sie ]

igs k cinix sB mih cinx hie ]

Within all there is light (God-consciousness) and it is
Your light which is in all.

AGGS, M 1, p 663.

ek iksn srb dvi dv dwvi g Aigmi ]

Aigmi bisdvis j k jixi Ba]

nink giki dis h sel inrjn da ]

The One Creator, Who takes care of all, is also Atma in
all, The Atma is transcendent One. Nanak is at the
service of one who understands this mystery; as such a
person is God-like.

AGGS, M 1, p 1353.

Aigm mih rim rim mih Auigm ]

God is in soul and soul is in God.
AGGS, M 1, p 1153.

iea kh nink mn q jiqg srp h Aipxi ml pCix ]

O my mind, the Universal light is within you, recognize
your roots—the source of your origin—the Primordial
Light—Energy.

AGGS, M 3, p 441.

siB mih jiq jiq h sie ]

igs k cinix sB mih cinx hie ]

Within all there is light and it is Your light which is in
all.

AGGS, M 1, p 663.

sbd sriq sK apj pB riga sK sir ]

One obtains comfort through sabd-surt (God-
consciousness) by imbibing God’s excellences, which
are the source of bliss.

AGGS, M 1, p 62.

Besides, the Sikh Gurus do not talk about the past life or
the life after death, what they talk about and lay stress on
is the present life. For example,

iml jgdis imIn kil brlAi] icrkil ieh dh sjriAi]

This is your chance to meet the Lord of the universe,
meet Him. It took a very long time for the human body to
evolve through many evolutionary stages.

AGGS, M 5, p 176.

Bel pripiq minK dhrlAi]
gibd imIx kl ieh grl brlA]

Take advantage of your human birth, as this is your only
opportunity to meet God.

AGGS, M, 5, p 378.

mins dh bhir nh pivih kC apia mkiq ki kr r ]

nink khq giie krnim Bvsigr k piir agr r]

“You won’t be born again, take some measures to obtain
salvation right now. Praising the Merciful One, will take
you across the ocean of worldly temptations,” says Nanak.
AGGS, M 9, p 220.

Augihy k quiG ipCi Pir ni mhf\i]
nink isiJ ievhi vir bhiV ni hvl gnmvii]

“Don’t look to the past, make efforts to move ahead. This
is the only chance to meet God because you won’t be born
again,” this is how Nanak understands.

AGGS, M, 5, p 1096.

Salvation
Attaining of salvation in Sikhism is different than other
religions:

ivic dnlAi sv kmielA ] qi drgh bsx pielA]

It is service to others that earns seat in God’s court.
AGGS, M 1, p 26.

Anidn juig rh ilv hiel] jlvn mkiq gig Aqir piel]
He, who remembers God all the time, becomes a jiwan

mukta by seeking within.
AGGS, M 1, p 904.

In a hymn addressed to Muslims Guru Nanak says, “The
mere fact of subscribing to the faith of Prophet
Muhammad ensures nothing, neither paradise nor
salvation because Allah is inscrutable.”

hk priieAl ninki as sAr as giie ]
gr plr humi qu Br jv mrdir n Kiie ]
gll iBsqg n jielA Ct sc kmiie ]
mirx piih hrim mih hie hlil n jiie ]
nink gll kViel kV pl piie ]

To violate or usurp someone’s right is like eating pork for
a Muslim and cow for a Hindu. The Guru/Prophet would
support only if the follower does not make unlawful living.
Mere talk does not lead to paradise; salvation lies in right
conduct. If you add spice to unlawfully earned food, it
does not become lawful (Halal). Nanak, falsehood begets
only falsehood.

AGGS, M 1, p 141.
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sch Er sB k apir sc Aicir ]

Truth is higher than every thing but higher still is
truthful living.
AGGS, M 1, p 62.

Aml kir Drql blj sbd kir sic kl Aib ing dih pixI]
hie ikrsix elmin ymiie 1 iBsq djk mV ev jixI]

Let your daily actions be the field, sow the seed of Sabd
(Word, Truth, and Divine knowledge) and water it daily
with truth. Work hard like a farmer and grow a crop of
firm belief. O ignorant one, then you would understand
the meaning of hell and heaven.

AGGS, M 1, p 24.

The above philosophy is further strengthened by other
Sikh Gurus as follows:

Jlvn mkiq s AKIA mir jiv mriA]

Jn nink siqgr mil hir jg dgr gqriA]

Nanak says, “One crosses the ocean of worldly
temptations when the true Guru unites one with God.
Such a one who obtains freedom from the influence of
haumain (self-centeredness) is called jiwan mukta.”
AGGS, M 4, p 449.

pB kI AuigAi Aigm ihgiv] jlvn mkiq sa khiv]

He, who abides by God’s Will, is a liberated person—
one who obtains salvation (jiwan mukta).
AGGS, M 5, p 275.

As you sow so shall you reap?

Contrary to the Christian belief that human beings are
born sinners, Nanakian philosophy makes it abundantly
clear that the Creator blesses human beings with God-
consciousness. It is only when one loses touch with God-
consciousness and becomes alienated--then that one
commits a sin.

iea kh nink mn g jiqg srp h Aipxi ml pCix ]

O my mind, the Universal light (God-consciousness) is
within you, recognize your roots—the source of your
origin.

AGGS, M 3, p 441.

People do not become virtuous or sinners by calling them
so. It is their deeds that determine whether they are virtuous
or sinners. It is their deeds that determine their union or
separation from God. One reaps what one sows:

Jsikr sqgsipv ]

Avip blij Aip hl Kiv ]

One gets what one does, and what one sows, so shall one
reap.

AGGS, M 1, p 662.

idn rin Apni kiAi piel ]

iks ds n dij ikrq Bviel ]

We earn what we do day and night. Why blame others, it is
our own doings that lead us astray.

AGGS, M 5, p 745.
cigAielAi birAielAi vic Drm hdir ]

krml Aip Aipxl k nV k dir ]

Good and bad deeds determine the relationship with God.
According to their deeds some are drawn closer to God,
whereas others move away.

AGGS, Jap Sloka, p 8.

How to become Truthful?

The above question is very common, which usually asked.
Guru Nanak replies to live harmony with the Laws of
Universe:

ikv sicAiri helA ikv kV gt pil]

hkm rjiel clxi mink iliKAmniill]

How could one become a sachiara (Godlike), a God-
centered being (gurmukh) and how could one get rid of
ignorance and falsehood? ““By living in harmony with
Hukam (Universal Law),”” says Nanak.

AGGS, Jap 1, p L.

The Sidhas questioned Guru Nanak. How could one get
rid of ignorance and falsehood? Guru Nanak replied as
follows:

gri kvx gr ijs ki g cli]
sbd gr sriq Din cli ]

“Who is your Guru or whose disciple are you?”” “Sabd
(Truth, Divine knowledge) is the Guru and my mind, which
is focussed on the Sabd and comprehends it, is the
disciple.” Replied Guru Nanak.

AGGS, M 1, pp 942-43.

CONCLUSIONS

The God as presented in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib is
rational, benevolent, loving, merciful, forgiving and the
Creator of all. It embraces all seekers of “Truth” with a
bear hug, irrespective of their creed, caste, gender, color,
ethnicity and geographical consideration.

sB siJlvil sdiiein g iks n idsih bihri jla ]

All are partners in Your commonwealth and You do not
look at anyone as a stranger.

AGGS, M 5, p. 97.

ni k brl nhl ibgini sgl sig hm ka bin Aiel ]

Enmity to none, nor we consider anyone stranger, getting
along with all is our creed.
AGGS, M5, p. 1299).

(Continued on page 14)









