January-Jjune 2004, Vol. 6, No.1

page 29

QUESTIONING-ANSWERING SYSTEM IN JAP

Dr Kulbir Sind Thind, MD
3724 Hacienda Street, San Mateo, CA 94403

ABSTRACT

In the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) Guru Nanak’s Bani is presented in Jap, under 17
Ragas, in Sloks Sehskriti, and Varan Te Vadhik. Guru Nanak has adopted different
methods to convey his spiritual philosophy. One of the methods he used is the
‘Questioning-Answering System’. This system has also been used by other authors
who's writings are included in the AGGS. In the AGGS, Guru Nanak's verses appear in
guestion and answer style more than hundred times. Guru Nanak has used this

method very effectively in Jap.

INTRODUCTION

ritics have analyzed poetic compositions in many

different ways. Hymns in the Aad Guru Granth

Sahib (AGGS) [1] are not an ordinary poetry and
their analysis is lot more intriguing. Compositions
written by poets like Guru Nanak are unique as those are
expressions of higher truths as revealed when he was in
tune with the amighty. The critics may anayze his
poetry and may make some conclusions about the
methodology used to express higher truths but that does
not mean that the Guru first planned those methods and
then expressed the ideas through those methods. The
methods probably got used through him just as the
ultimate truths. Nevertheless any exercise that analyzes
hishymnsis very useful.

The ‘Questioning-Answering System’ has been used
extensively in AGGS by various authors. A nice
compilation of those is done by Parminderjit Singh [2].

A sentence with a question always heightens a need for
search for an answer in the reader’s mind, which in the
case of the AGGS means the quest for an ultimate truth.
Not every sentence containing a question is followed
immediately by an answer. Some times the answer hasto
be found elsewhere. The answer may be contained in
many sentences. Sometimes the question itself contains
the answer.

The composition of Jap by Guru Nanak may have as
many as sSix questionsin seven sentences of his Bani.

DISCUSSION

Question 1.

fa= Afenmar J€ fa= g3 3¢ ufs® I

AGGS, Jap 1, pl

How can one purify oneself? And how can one remove
the veil of falsehood/doubts?

The answer to this question is as follows:

These sentences deal with the subject of "Hukm/
Command" (Laws of Nature). Under these laws whole
universe and life forms were created. Every thing that
happens is due to these laws. What we receive in lifeis
all according to these laws. It is not possible to fully
understand these laws. The acceptance of these facts
makes a human being humble and truthful .

ISTH IAE] OB aod (ot &1fs 1l

AGGS, Jap 1, pl

By accepting the fact that every thing happens according
to these Laws of Nature. ||1]|

Thishas been confirmed in the next stanza as follows:

JIHt Jefs miarg gay & afan Aet |

Tt Jefs dint gafi fd =fanret

JoHt B3y dig gafH fafy gy Ay ureifa |

feaa gant gurtn fefa get rer gereinifa |

TIH viefd AZ & gafd gaH & afeg |l

35 gaH 7 §8 3 I8R &3 & afE 121

AGGS, Jap2,p L

Under these laws the living beings are created. These
laws cannot be described/known easily.

Under these laws the living-beings get created and
some obtain honor.

Under these laws the living beings become high or low
(in social status etc) and under these laws they are sad
or happy.

Under these laws some are liberated from the cycle of
birth & death while others are trapped in that cycle.

All are under these laws and noneis out of it.

O Nanak! If one understands these facts about the
Laws of Nature then the egoismis eradicated. ||2||

Question 2:
ninyfg Harfg efg efg ef3 a9 =39 |

AGGS, Jap 4, p 2.
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The People pray, beg, and ask for His Boons, every
thing is provided by the Giver; the Lord.

2fg fa gt it fAz feR T9g9 |

AGGS, Jap 4, p 2.

(When everything belongs to God) Then what can be
offered to God to enter into Its court?

The answer to this is contained inside the question
itsalf.

uestion 3: _
HJ f 8% g8t faz Afs s fung |
AGGS, Jap 4, p 2.
What should we utter from the mouth that on hearing
God may start loving us?

Answer:

Wify3 T AY &8 efsmret e 1l

AGGS, Jap 4, p 2.

(For this) Early morning, recite (deliberate/
understand) God’'sname and indulgein God' s praise.
Question 4:

I<E H <% TU3 S o< faf3 geg ¥9 |

Fefe A 33t U =T Az I wiag |

AGGS, Jap 21, p 5.

What was the occasion, the time, the lunar day, the
weekday, the season and the month, when the universe
was created?

The answer to this question is given in the sentences
that follow: Only the creator knows al this.

F & U UsSt fA 92 By uIE |l

Y3 & ufe§ s A feufs 3y gz |l

fafs =g & Hait A€ gf3 W' & ATt I

AGGS, Jap 21, p 5.

The pundits (Hindu scholars) cannot find out even if
they search in Hindu religious scriptures called
‘Puranas .

Even the Qazis (Mudim religious scholars, who
dispense justice according to the Muslim religious law)
cannot know the time on searching the Holy Koran.

Neither the Yogis know this, such as what was the time
or lunar-day; nor does any body else know this, such
aswhat were the season and the month (of Creation).

Final Answer: -

" a93" fAgst a8 A i 7A€ AT |

AGGS, Jap 21, p 5.

Only the Creator, who created the universe, knows all
this.

Question 5:

fa= afg nmu fae At fag <9at fae A ol

AGGS, Jap 21, p 5.

How should | know, express, praise and describe You?

The answer to this question is given in the sentences that

follow: No one knows every thing about God.

oox Mfe AZ & nd fex g feg fimme i

3" Arfag <5t &t izt AT ar 99 I

56& 7 & il AE widt JIfesT & AT 124l

AGGS, Jap 21, p

O Nanak! People express different opinion about this and
every oneiswiser than the others.

Great is the Master, Great is His Name, and everything
happens according to His WlI.

O Nanak! Who claims to know everything shall not be
decorated in the world hereafter. ||21]|

Question 6:
F €9 37" R w3 o' fAz afg Areg AHa I

AGGS, Jap 27, p 7.
What kind of door and house is that where God sits and
takes care of all.

The answer to this question is given as follows:

In God’'s limitless court everyone sings of God and there is
no limit to the kinds of instruments and kinds of music. The
essence: Heislimitless.

TH 3T MBI M A3 TLEIT |

33 I91 Ut fRE adinifs a3 aresa |

arefg 398 uBF Ut 8H3T e IH U9H ¥ I

arefg fog qu3z fafy asfo fafy fefy ooy S |

arefg Sirg govr <t Adf6 AeT A=W I

arefg fée feomfs 83 S<fanr efg 53 |

arefg fra mt wiefa arefs Ao fegs |

arefs A3t ASt A3 arefo d9 a9w |

arefe Ufs3 usfe HiRg gar gar e &3 |

refg HoEh He Hafe Baar He ufens ||

refs I35 BUE 39 nioAfs 9w &3 |

arefg AT HTES HIT arefg ¥Et 99 I

refg ¥3 H3® <993 afg afg I8 U |

ATt 3U6 drefg A 37 3<f5 93 39 393 IAS |

Jfg a3 arefs R 1 fof3 & niefs a6g fomr S99 11

AGGS, Jap 27, p 5.

The Sound current of the Naad vibrates there, and countless
musicians play on all sorts of instruments there.

So many musical measures and sub-measures are rendered,
and so many are the singers!

The wind, water and fire praise You, and the Dharamraj (the
mythical god of Justice) sings Your praise at Your door.
Chittar and Guptt (mythical record keeping messengers of
Dharamraj) who maintain the records, and based on which
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Dharam-Raj makes judgments, also sing Your praise.
Shiva, Brahma and the Goddess of Beauty, ever adorned,
sing Your praise.

Indar (God of rain), seated upon His Throne, sings with
the deitiesat Your Door.

The Sddhas in Samaadhi sing; the Saadhus sing in
contempl ation.

The celibates, the fanatics, the peacefully accepting and
the fearless warriors sing of You.

The Pandits (Hindu Scholars who recite the Vedas) sing of
You and the Rishis (Learned saints) read of You for ages
from the Vedas.

Also sing the Mohinis, the enchanting heavenly beauties,
who entice hearts in this world, in paradise, and in the
underworld of the subconscious.

The celedtial jewels created by You, and the sixty-eight
holy places of pilgrimage sing of You.

The brave and mighty warriors sing; the spiritual heroes
and the four sources of creation sing of You.

The planets, solar systems and galaxies, created and
arranged by Your Hand, sing of You.

Those devotees of You who enjoy reciting your name and
whom You love, also sing of You.

So many others sing of You, they do not come to mind.
How can Nanak describe them?

CONCLUSIONS

Guru Nanak has wused ‘Questioning-Answering
Methodology’ in Jap six times (in seven sentences) to
illugrate ultimate spiritual truths. The first question-
answer deals with the value of getting rid of ego by
understanding that universe that includes all living beings
is under God's command (Laws of Nature) and that man's
fate also manifests as per God's will (Laws of Nature).
The second question that contains the answer within itself
explains that offering of goods to God is of little value
because God is the giver and all things belong to God. The
third question is about how to please God with our spoken
words and Guru's answer is that by reciting God's name
and by praising God. The fourth question is in two
sentences and the answer to those is used to shatter the
myths about creation as propagated by various religions.
The fifth question-answer is used to challenge those who
claim to know everything about God. The sixth question
and answer is used to describe God' s abode as limitless.
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