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DISCUSSION

Once a friend enquired from me “How
often are Vedas referred to in the Aad
Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) and in
what light?” Although I knew that,
there are references to Vedas in the
AGGS and those generally illustrate
futility of the practice of reading those
(for the sake of reciting), I did not
have a complete answer at that time.
This raised my curiosity and that lead
me searching for knowledge on this
topic and for writing this article for the
benefit of others.

It was easy for me to search the text of
the AGGS at www.srigranth.org. I
collected relevant hymns and studied
those. Out of those, I have selected
some and have organized those in way
that made more sense to me. [ hope
that by reading those, the reader will
get a gist of the subject. Instead of me
discussing the subject at length, I
prefer that readers make their own
mind by reading these hymns.

Word E€ and its variations appear

more than 250 times in the AGGS.
There are also many references to
Puranas, Simritis and Shashtras.
However, interestingly, there is only
one reference to Bhagvad Gita by
Bhagat Namdev on page 874 of the
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the subject.

This article examines the light in which
Vedas are described is the Aad Guru Granth
Sahib (AGGS). This is not intended to give
full gamut of occurrences referring to Vedas
but enough to give the reader a whole view of

AGGS (&< 31" f&@ & ditzr
WIRNEN).

There are many Hindu texts and
their exact count is not possible due
to variable counts of different types
by different researchers. Hindu texts
are divided into two categories;
Sruti (#fd) and Smriti (wif). Vedas
are the oldest Hindu texts of Sruti
type. There is good detail of this
topic on Wikipedia. However, the
classification given there appears to
be the current classification. For
example, as per this classification,
Sruti texts are the four Vedas
(including its four types of
embedded texts, the Samhitas, the
Brahmanas, and the Aranyakas); and
the early Upanishads and all other
texts are Smritis. In addition, as per
Wikipedia, the Smriti literature is a
corpus of diverse varied texts. This
corpus includes, but is not limited to
the six Vedangas (the auxiliary
sciences in the Vedas), the epics (the
Mahabharata and Ramayana), the
Dharmastitras and Dharmasastras
(or Smritisastras), the
Arthasasastras, the Puranas, the
Kavya or poetical literature,
extensive Bhasyas (reviews and

commentaries on Shrutis and non-
Shruti texts), and numerous
Nibandhas (digests) covering
politics, ethics (Nitisastras), culture,
arts and society.

As per Mahan Kosh meaning of
Smriti is as follows: (1) CEW

GreeTy. Treditdn (2) faint 2 fed
JT 87 u9HdE, 7 €57 & TET
& NELT gg9dl € QueHT § 93
9 5y I%. fegt & farest 993 9
U HY 39 I5 fegt € nieg Jt

fTT grdi3, vinsH, WHsH Afd3T,
IS, [RTAUTS, UraTHS,

3 &r9e fAHTS.

Thus, the word “Smriti” or “fﬂ'ﬁ-_[f%’/
fﬁﬁ-_[f%’” in the AGGS does not
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convey the same meaning as the
classification on Wikipedia suggests.

There are four Vedas: the Rigveda, the
Yajurveda, the Samaveda and the
Atharvaveda. Each Veda has been sub
-classified into four major text types:
the Samhitas (mantras and
benedictions), the Aranyakas (text on
rituals, ceremonies, sacrifices and
symbolic-sacrifices), the Brahmanas
(commentaries on rituals, ceremonies
and sacrifices), and the Upanishads
(text discussing meditation,
philosophy and spiritual knowledge).
Some scholars add fifth category, the
Upasanas (worship).

Following information about four
Vedas (next 4 paragraphs) is all from
Wikipedia:

(1) The Rigveda contains several
mythological and poetical accounts of
the origin of the world, hymns
praising the gods, and ancient prayers
for life, prosperity, etc. Some of its
verses are still recited as Hindu
prayers, at religious functions and
other occasions, making it probably
the world's oldest religious texts in
continued use.

(2) The Yajurveda contains the
liturgy (mantras) needed to perform
the sacrifices of the historical Vedic
religion, and the added Brahmana and
Srautasutra add information on the
interpretation and on the details of
their performance.

(3) Sama Veda consists of a
collection of hymns and detached
verses, all but 75 taken from the
Sakala Sakha of the Rigveda, the
other 75 belong to the Bashkala
Sakha, to be sung, using specifically
indicated melodies called Samagana,
by Udgatar priests at sacrifices in
which the juice of the Soma plant,
clarified and mixed with milk and
other ingredients, is offered in libation
to various deities.

(4) Atharvaveda was mainly
composed by two groups of rishis
known as the Atharvanas and the
Angirasa, hence its oldest name is
Atharvangirasa. In the Late Vedic
Gopatha Brahmana, it is attributed to
the Bhrigu and Angirasa.
Additionally, tradition ascribes parts
to other rishis, such as Kausika,
Vasistha and Kasyapa. There are two
surviving recensions ($akhas),
known as Saunakiya (AVS) and
Paippalada (AVP).

It is clear from the above
information about Vedas that
Upanishads, the text discussing
meditation, philosophy and spiritual
knowledge is a very small part of
Vedas.

Gurmukhi words that directly refer
to Vedas in the AGGS are as follows:

gfe, 3<t, g€, 9v9, g<fv, 9<v, 8¢
wiEdgs, fafenr, 99, 99, A,
YATH f&dd, 2. Other Gurmukhi

words that directly refer to other
Hindu texts are as follows: Fﬂﬁ{f?/

fAHT3 (Smritis, 79 times), ATHS/
H™HI (Shaastra, 114 times), YJ'T

(Puraanas, 83 times), dll3T (Gita, 1
time).

The discussion in this write-up is
limited to Vedas in the AGGS.

A general, the conclusion from the
analysis of hymns that mention
Vedas in the AGGS is that reading,
study or discussion of Vedas leads
only to confusion and does not result
in spiritual enlightenment. The
reading of Vedas (as a religious
ritual) or following the rituals
described in there is not given any
importance in the AGGS. Some of
the relevant hymns are presented as
follows:

Out of the sentences given below,
only the one sabd mentions
acquiring wisdom of Vedas in a
positive light by Guru Arjan:

A lfﬁ%?j fefg Afs 5w

So pandit fir jon na avai.

Such a Pandit is not cast into the womb of
reimcarnation again.

ECRISUCR IS IER: LRIl

Bed puran simrit bijhai mil.

He understands the fundamental essence
of the Vedas, the Puraanas and the
Simritees.

HYH HIJ 776 WAES |

Sitkham méh janai asthil.

In the unmanifest, he sees the manifest
world to exist.

I II5 IQ © BuTH
Chahu varnd kaco de updes.

He gives instruction to people of all
castes and social classes.

&6x 87 U3 a8 mer wiew 18
Nanak us pandit karo sada ades. 14|
O Nanak, to such a Pandit, I bow in
salutation forever. (|4l

AGGS, M 5, p 274.

However, Guru Nanak speaks against
Vedas as follows:

g€ U'S HATG & A9 |

Bed path sansar ki kar.

Reading the Vedas is the world's
occupation;

ufz ufz Ufs3 agfg @oa

Parh parh pandit karahi bichar.

the Pandits read them, study them and
contemplate them.

fas g5 AZ dfe wnrg
Bin bijhe sabh hos=e khu-ar.
Without understanding, all are ruined.

3o JIIHY B33 urfa iu

Nanak gurmukh utras par. 11|

O Nanak, the Gurmukh is carried across.
[l

AGGS, M 1, p 791.

And
JU% 9T g€ MIST
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Bandhan bed bad ahankar.
People are entangled with the Vedas,
religious discussions and egotism.

gufs fasr Ha feara o
Bandhan binsai moh vikar. 11711

With entanglement they perish in
attachment and corruption. l[7Il

36 ITH &™H AISTET |

Nanak ram nam sarna-i.

Nanak seeks the Sanctuary of the Lord's
Name.

Af3afg I g & utst iciqon

Satgur rakhe bandh na pa-r. 11811101
One who is saved by the True Guru, does
not suffer entanglement. |I8II10Il

AGGS, M 1, p 416.

And

H&IS gUt 3™ o3 g€ J1979 |
Manhath budhi ketica kete bed bichar.
There are so many stubborn-minded
intelligent people, and so many who
contemplate the Vedas.

339U 7l J JIHR B Borra
Kete bandhan jira ke gurmukh mokh
ducar.

There are so many entanglements of the
mind, only Gurmukhs (spiritually
enlightened) find the Gate of Liberation.

Fo9 §9 Ag o Sufg Ag »morg wui
Sachahu orai sabh ko upar sach dachar.
[1511

Truth is higher than everything; but
higher still is truthful living. II5]I
AGGS, M 1, p 62.

And

A3 9T 94 ¥3 FET I9H a9 HATI
Il

Sasat bed bakai kharo bhaet karam
karahu sansari.

You may stand and recite the Shaastras
and the Vedas, O Siblings of Destiny, but
these are just worldly actions.

Unifs H® & gaEt et misfa 1y
fearat |

Pakhand mail na chiiket bhast antar mail
vikart.

Filth cannot be washed away by

hypocrisy, O Siblings of Destiny; the
filth of corruption and sin is within you.
AGGS, M 1, p 635.

And
AT @ FIENT oS FE HI9T9 |
Ketiea kanh kahani=a kete bed bichar.

There are so many stories of Krishna, so
many who reflect over the Vedas.

Gican na galict dhidhicai kathna karra
sar.

Wisdom cannot be found through mere
words. To explain it is as hard as iron.

FIfH i 37 urehar 99 faaHfs gaH

ymrg 11

Karam milai td paeicai hor hikmat
hukam khuear. 11211

When the Lord bestows His Grace, then
alone it is received; other tricks and

orders are useless. 12I|
AGGS, M 1, p 464.

And
A76MH HI 3 I fosarg

Janam marai tarai gun hitkar.

One who loves the three qualities is
subject to birth and death.

I7J ¥¢ FEfT »irarg i

Chare bed katheh akar.

The four Vedas speak only of the visible
forms.

s nieAeEr FIfT s

Fin avastha kahéeh vakhiran.

They describe and explain the three
states of mind,

AGGS, M 1, p 154.

And

A3 e fAfHf3 g7 3T

Sasat bed simrit baho bhed.

The Shaastras, the Vedas, the Simritees
and all their many secrets;

NEAG HAG IfT IA IT 1

Athsath majan har ras red.

bathing at the sixty-eight holy places of
pilgrimage - all this is found by
enshrining the sublime essence of the

Lord in the heart.
AGGS, M 1, p 353.

Then Guru Amar Das expresses the
same views:

frfHfz ARz ST ure
Simrit sasat bed vakhanai.

They recite the Simritees, the Shaastras
and the Vedas,

FIHFH IIFAE I

Bharme bhiila tat na janai.

but deluded by doubt, they do not
understand the essence of reality.

fos AfSIT AR Iy s U T8 Ty
THT=fEAT 121

Bin satgur seve sukh na pace dukho dukh
kamavanica. |17l

Without following the True Guru, they
find no peace; they earn only pain and
misery. lI7ll

AGGS, M 2,p 114.

Then Guru Amar Das also goes against
Vedas as follows:

ufz ufz Ufs3 ge sursfa Hifenr ¥a
e

Par par pandit bed vakanéh marica moh
su=are.

The Pandits, the religious scholars,

constantly read and recite the Vedas, for
the sake of the love of Maya.

o 31fe Ifg & ferfonT He Hau e
AATE 1

Diijai bhare har nam visarica man
mirakh milai sajace.

In the love of duality, the foolish people
have forgotten the Lord's Name; they

shall receive their punishment.
AGGS, M 3, p 85.

Thereafter, Guru Arjan writes against
Vedas as follows:

A3 AT T 979 Humae faga
Sasat simrit bed char mukhdagar bichre.

People may recite by heart the Shaastras,
the Simritees and the four Vedas;

3IU UTAT 7 3i9fF I &9
Fape tapisar jogiea tirath gavan kare.
they may be ascetics, great, self-
disciplined Yogis; they may visit sacred
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shrines of pilgrimage

HZ FIHT 3 IS YAT JI3T I o

Khat karma te dugunai pija karta nare.
and perform the six ceremonial rituals,
over and over again, performing worship
services and ritual bathing.

I3 & St UTTFIH 37 AJUT &I AfE
(1]

Rang na lagi parbarahm ta sarpar narke
jace. 1151

Even so, if they have not embraced love
for the Supreme Lord God, then they shall

surely go to hell. lI5ll
AGGS, M 5, p 70.

And

ATHI 8¢ U Y5 979 |

Sastar bed pap punn vichar.

The Shaastras and the Vedas speak of sin
and virtue;

aafa gafar fefg fefa w83 12

Narak surag fir fir a=utar. 12|
they say that mortals are reincarnated into
heaven and hell, over and over again. |I2I|

fargrs Hfg g3 8=/ nidarg

Girsat meh chint udas ahankar.

In the householder's life, there is anxiety,
and in the life of the renunciate, there is
egotism.

IH II3 Af I8 F7TT 13l

Karam karat jica kaco janjar. 1131
Performing religious rituals, the soul is
entangled. |13

AGGS, M 5, p 385.

And

g€ 38 HATT IgT J T 0

Bed kateb sansar habha hiin bahra.

He is beyond the world of the Vedas, the

Koran and the Bible.
AGGS, M 5, p 397.

And

I39 ¢ HY 994 899 »idl HaB &
UTEM 1

Chatur bed mukh bachni uchrai agai
mahal na paricai.

Reciting the four Vedas from memory,
they do not obtain the Mansion of the

Lord's Presence hereafter.

g3 o7d & AUy €9 Fae s
YTEM 1311

Buijhai nahi ek sudhakhar oh sagli jhakh
Jjhakharieai. 1131

Those who do not understand the One
Pure Word, utter total nonsense. I3l
AGGS, M 5, p 216.

And

gt Ufss g gt A

Pothi pandit bed khojanta jico.
The Pandits, the religious scholars,
study the books of the Vedas.

Jfe garatt Stafg ares3T A8
Hore bairagt tirath navanta jico.

Some become renunciates, and bathe at
sacred shrines of pilgrimage.

33 & Ag=3E are3T A1

Git nad kirtan gavanta jico.

Some sing tunes and melodies and
songs.

Ifg 5338 s fimrst 8 13

Har nirbha=o nam dhi=ari jico. 113l
But I meditate on the Naam, the Name
of the Fearless Lord. I3l

AGGS, M 5, p 216.

And

Uy ATHZ 9% Y 16 & SE38 afE
Ghokhe sastar bed sabh an na
khathataro kore.

I have searched all the Shaastras and the
Vedas, and they say nothing except as
following:

wife garet ofs 93 o6 & AfE
1

Ad jugadrt hun hovat Nanak ekai soee.
(1711

In the beginning, throughout the ages,
now and forevermore, O Nanak, the One

Lord alone exists. I[11l
AGGS, M 5, p 254.

Bhagat Kabir also speaks against
Vedas as follows:
B919T £ f&HIT ITH |

Jhagra ek niberahu ram.
Resolve this one conflict for me, O

Lord,

78 IH »US A5 B 1w II8 1
Jaco tum apne jan sou kam. |11l raha-o.
if you require any work from Your
humble servant. II1|[Pausell

f&g He g37 fa A7 A HE Hifen

Ih man bada ké ja sa°o man manica.

Is this mind greater, or the One to whom
the mind is attuned?

JH g37 & IHfa FfentT i

Ram bada kai raméh jani=a. 11111

Is the Lord greater, or one who knows the
Lord? II1II

gIHT 937 [ 7F Gufenm
Barahma bada ke jas upari=a.

Is Brahma greater, or the One who
created Him?

IT g3 fa Adt 3 nifen 2y

Bed bada ké jahan te acica. 1121
Are the Vedas greater, or the One from
which they came? |12I|

Ffg etg I8 sfenr ey
Kahi Kabir haco bharica udas.
Says Kabeer, I have become depressed;

39y g3 fx IfT & =7 H 18l

Firath bada ke har ka das. 113114211

is the sacred shrine of pilgrimage greater,
or the slave of the Lord? II31142l|

AGGS, Kabir, p 331.

And

I3 FIT IS wIASTT

Kahat Kabir bhale asvara.
Says Kabeer, those are the best riders,

¥ I39 3 Jofg fagram izusu

Bed kateb te rahéh nirara. 113113111

who remain detached from the Vedas, the
Koran and the Bible. 1311311l

AGGS, Kabir, p 329.

And
EFCECIEESRUAZA TR RIS

Furak tarikat janicai hindiu bed puran.
The Muslim knows the Muslim way of
life; the Hindu knows the Vedas and
Puraanas.

HE AHSTRS I96 Jgnd U famrs
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i
Man samjhavan karne kachhiizak paricai
giean. 151l

To instruct their minds, people ought to
study some sort of spiritual wisdom. [I5l|

Griarg nrfe 1 AT |
Ocankar ad mai jana.
I know only the One, the Universal

Creator, the Primal Being.
AGGS, Kabir, p 340.

And

e ot ugt FALS 37t

Bed ki putri simrit bhasr.
The Simritee is the daughter of the Vedas,
O Siblings of Destiny.

AS® Hedt & I vt Qi

Sankal jevri lai hai ae1. 1111
She has brought a chain and a rope. II11|

YIS &I YU 3 i

Apan nagar ap te badhi=a.

She has imprisoned the people in her own
city.

HJ & @0 % A At 1 I8 1
Moh kai fadh kal sar sandhica. 1111
raharo.

She has tightened the noose of emotional
attachment and shot the arrow of death.
[ITIPausell

AGGS, Kabir, p 329.

And

g€ yI's S A un ag & Gagam i
Bed puran simrit sabh khoje kahii na
ubarna.

I have searched all the Vedas, Puraanas
and Simritees, but none of these can save
anyone.

g FE9 f£8 aHfa FuB wfe 7aH
HJAT 181

Kaho Kabir ico raméh jampaco met
Jjanam marna. 1411511

Says Kabeer, meditate on the Lord, and

eliminate birth and death. [141I5]]
AGGS, Kabir, p 477.

And

Aox AST M3 adt utfenr
Sanak sanand ant nahi pasiea.
Sanak and Sanand, the sons of Brahma,

could not find the Lord's limits.

g€ U3 Uf3 goH AaH d=TenT i
Bed pare par barahme janam gavari=a.
(11

Brahma wasted his life away,
continually reading the Vedas. II1II

IfT o fadear fa&%eg A 52t o
Har ka bilovana bilovahu mere bharr.

Churn the churn of the Lord, O my
Siblings of Destiny.

Aafr fa@eg 77 33 & AEh 1 II8
Il

Sahj bilovahu jaise tat na ja=i. 1111
raharo.

Churn it steadily, so that the essence, the

butter, may not be lost. l[1lIPausell
AGGS, Kabir, p 478.

Bhagat Ravidas also writes against
Vedas:

FTH NIITH Fioagt Ao Afs 8¢
YJa i

Karam akram bicharicai sanka sun bed
puran.

One may distinguish between good and

evil actions, and listen to the Vedas and
the Puraanas,

AR Ae foge gr a8 fag wifsis
n3n

Sansa sad hirdai basai ka=un hirai
abhiman. 1131l

but doubt still persists. Skepticism
continually dwells in the heart, so who
can eradicate egotistical pride? lI3l|

g9 Befa vurdtt we Si3fg fafafa
faara

Bahar udak pakharicai ghat bhitar
bibidh bikar.

Outwardly, he washes with water, but

deep within, his heart is tarnished by all
sorts of vices.

AU J<& U9 Jfed A9 99 fafu
fa8arg 18

Sudh kavan par horibo such kunchar
bidh bicuhar. |141|

So how can he become pure? His
method of purification is like that of an
elephant, covering himself with dust
right after his bath! 41l

AGGS, Ravidas, p 346.

CONCLUSIONS

The four Vedas are considered
important and original scriptures of
Hinduism. Vedas are mentioned many
times in the the AGGS. These
scriptures mostly describe how to
perform the sacrifices of the historical
Vedic religion or do Havan and other
ceremonies etc. Rigveda contains
several mythological and poetical
accounts of the origin of the world,
hymns praising the gods, and ancient
prayers for life and prosperity. Only a
small portion of it deals with spiritual
discussion. Hindu religious practices
include reading of Vedas and
Brahmins often indulge in lengthy
discussion about their contents. Many
other ceremonies are also carried out
as directed in Vedas. However, these
days, animal sacrifice is not generally
done.

Overwhelmingly, the conclusion from
the analysis of hymns that mention
Vedas in the AGGS is that reading,
study or discussion of Vedas leads
only to confusion and does not result
in spiritual enlightenment. The
reading of Vedas (as a religious ritual)
or following the rituals described in
there is not given any importance in
the AGGS.
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