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INTRODUCTION
The word HUKM’ (JH = the basic word as spelled in

Gurmukhi Lijpi) has been used extensively in the Gurbani,
incorporated in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS). [1]
‘Hukm’ is an Arabic word [2], which means command,
edict, allowy/permission. According to Punjabi-English
Dictionary [3], Bhai Kahn Singh [4], and Dr Gurcharan
Singh [5] ‘Hukm’ means order, command, decree,
Judgment, decision, sanction, God’s Will, and Divine Law.

And ‘Hukmi’ (JHY) is also an Arabic word, which means

the one who orders. In Punjabi it also means the one in
authority to issue ‘Hukm’(order), God, allow/permission.

JAH (HUKM) IN NANAKIAN PHILOSOPHY?

This word, I&H (Hukm) starts appearing on the very

first page of the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) in the
first stanza of JAP bani and it continues to appear again
and again throughout the AGGS. It appears on the first
page of the AGGS as follows:

fae Afgwra™’ Jem fae 33° 32 U |l
Kiv sachi=ara ho-si=ai kiv klrhai tutai pal.

g IAE gBE® aaa B & |14l

Hukam rajas=t chalna Nanak likhiea nal. | |1] |
AR, 7Y 1, Yo 1.

Guru Nanak has two questions in his first phrase:
1.  How to become HfgWI™ (truthful)? And

2. How to break the line (series) of lies’

(I3 32 Urf®?)?

ABSTRACT
JaH nfeld AF & SIIT JaH & I I

Hukmai andar sabh ko bahar hukam na kore.
Every action and reaction in this Universe are
going on under the Laws of Nature/Universe
nothing is out of these laws.

Guru Nanak

Scientists aim to uncover the immutable laws that
govern reality, and in doing so they must reject
the notion that divine will, or for that matter
human will, plays a role that would violate this
cosmic causality.

Albert Einstein

The answer to these questions is given by him in the next
phrase:

A IS T8 &od BT &1 |41

Hukam rajae1 chalna Nanak likhiea nal. | | 1] |

There are different interpretations by different theologians.
However, the most appropriate interpretation can be
achieved only if we can interpret the first phrase of stanza #
1 correctly:

A9 "Afg %s J=8 A AT %8y ferg ||

Sochai soch na hovaci je sochi lakh var.

One cannot purify oneself or one’s mind’ or attain peace of
mind by physical cleansing” of body or by performing various
rituals’ even if one cleans the body’ for hundreds of
thousands of times’.

Linking the above theme in the first phrase, therefore, |
have interpreted the last two phrases of stanza # 1 as
follows:

fore Ao S8hY fore g2 3@ ufs® |
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Kiv sachirara hoei=ai kiv kdrhai tutai

pal.
g e TBE? aed fBmr
ur AL

Hukam raja=1 chalna Nanak likhi=a nal.
1111
WJIGTH, A4 1, UaT 1.

Question:

How can one achieve purification of
body and of mind" (achieve peace of
mind”?

And how can one break’ through the
lin€®  (series) of lies (the vicious
circle)?

Nanak answers:

Purification and peace of mind can be
achieved, and vicious circle can be
broken by understanding  and
following® the Laws of Nature®,
ordained’ right in the beginning of
Universe.

AGGS, Jap 1, p 1.

In the first stanza of JAP bani Guru
Nanak is talking about the purification
of mind, which is full of illusions and
delusions built up by a series (line -

&) of lie after lie.

understands the Hukm (Laws of
Nature) then one can find the way to
break the vicious circle (of illusions
and delusions) built on lie after lie.
This is the method, which has been
recommended by Guru Nanak to
achieve purification of mind and to
attain peace of mind.

Once one

JAH (Hukm) as Laws of Nature

The word “hukm’ used in the first
Stanza of JAP has further been
explained as Laws of Nature/Universe
by Guru Nanak in the second stanza
of JAP as follows:

g Iefs wara? gay! & afaow
e |

Hukmt hovan akar hukam na kahi=a
jasl.

gt Jefe Fhwt gaft i
HELR

Hukmi
vadi=gal.

hovan jl=a hukam milai
Everything is appear/hgz according
to the Laws of Nature/Universe’,
which® is not easy to exp/amg, how.
Similarly,  different lives’  are
appearing according to these laws’
and one gets inherited characters’
according to these /a ws’.

genit! §3° Ay’ gaf! B g’
HHlO LI"'ETM@“ I

Hukmi utam nich hukam likh dukh
sukh pasi=ah.

feae? gt syAA®  feflgt
I A SerEifa’® ||

lkna hukmt bakhsis ik hukmi sada
bhavasi=ah.

According to one’s inherited
characteristics”® one becomes a
good’ or evil person; and pains’
(problems) and pleasures™ are
happening"”  according to these
laws’.

According to these laws' some” are
free™ from troubles with one’s good
actions; and some™ are always”
entrapped into the vicious circle™
because of their wrong actions

ga-q-l y):l‘e-ﬁﬂ -H3-18 amw ga-H-l
S afe? |

Hukmai andar sabh ko bahar hukam
na koee.

Wgaﬁlﬁ;ir%ﬂ 38‘@)—}22 aaza
S afe 2l

Nanak hukmai je bujhai ta hasumai
kahai na ko=e. | |2] |

WARTH, 7Y 2, Uar 1.

Nanak says:

*Everything™ is under’” the Laws of
Nature/Universe’,

Nothing® is in outside™ the laws of
Nature'.

If one can realize’® the above fact of
Laws of Nature/Universée’,

Then one can get ric? of ego/smzz/

egotism.
AGGS, Jap 2, p 1.
1. QED—ﬁ (Hukmi): has  been

interpreted as law by Gurcharan
Singh [5] and it also means ‘who has
the authority to issue order’. But here
it means ‘Laws of Nature/Universe’.

2 QBO} (Hukmay) also means ‘Laws of

Nature/Universe’.

In this stanza of JAP bani Guru Nanak
has confirmed that JdH (Hukm) is

the order/law (Laws of Nature/
Universe). He further emphasizes that
every action and reaction (process) or
anything that is happening in this
Universe and in all the living beings
are governed under the Laws of
Nature/Universe. Consequently,
nothing can happen outside of these
laws. Therefore, IH (Hukm) means

‘Laws of Nature’ (also called ‘Laws of
Universe’).

It is generally accepted that our
Universe came into  existence
according to the Big Bang theory.
Immediately after the Big Bang the
laws of Nature/Universe  were
appearing. Now every action in the
whole Universe is going on under
these laws. Guru Nanak has explained
3 (Bhal) generally
interpreted as ‘fear’, in fact, it
represents the JdH (Hukm) — the

which is
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Laws of Nature/Universe as explained
in the following stanza:

3 fefg ues? T3’ reaf |l

Bhai vich pavan vahai sadvae-o.

3' fefg gofa &a° =8 |

Bhai vich chaléh lakh dari=a-=o.

Under the Laws of Naz‘ure/Un/'verse],
ai’ always® blows®, and hundreds of
thousands® of rivers® flow.

3! fefg niarfs’ = Farfad |

Bhai vich agan kadhai vegar.

3! fefg ga3t® a0 g™ |

Bhai vich dharti dabt bhar.

The energ/ performs  different
works® and the Earth’ is sz‘ay/'ngm at
its place (in Solar System) according

to its weight™ (its Gravity) according
to the Laws of Nature/Universe'.

%1 %1% ]‘-‘é’glz f‘a—arla ﬁ:l—drm g—rf"a-m I
Bhai vich ind firai sir bhar.

3! fefg g’ gan® enrg® ||

Bhai vich raja dharam duc=ar.

The clouds™ move™ up in the sky as
if on their heads™ according to the
Laws of Nature/Universe’, and the
so-called Dharm™ Raja™ (mythical
king of death and judgement) is also
under the Laws of Nature/Universe’

J'fefg gog® 31 fefg Jg I
Bhai vich siraj bhai vich chand.
JTP I IHIZE Niz2 |

Koh karort chalat na ant.

The Sun™® and the Moon (p/anez‘s)lg
are moving” tens of millions” of
miles” under the Laws of Nature/
Uiverse’.

Please look at the following figurel
about the position of our Sun in our
galaxy, Milky Way, and the speed
with which the Sun along with its
Planets travel around the center of
the galaxy at the end of this sabd.

%—1 ]%-"‘E-]C‘H-q-zll g—u-ZS E‘HZG a—ra-27 I

Bhai vich sidh budh sur nath.

3! fefg nr3E 2 niarA® |

Bhai vich adane akas.

3! fefg AT Horgs L H2 |

Bhai vich jodh mahabal sar.

Figure 1. Our Sun in our Milky Way. Milky Way Courtesy NASAJPL-Caltech. ssc2008-10b1
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The Siddhas™, Buddhas™, Deities’® and the Naths® are all under the Laws of Nature/Universe’.
The sky is hanging under the Laws of Nature/Universe.

(In fact, the sky is not an entity but the blue color we see is because of the Sunlight passing through a thick layer of air
around the Earth.)

3 fefg nrefa® aefa™ ua™ |

Bhai vich avahi javéh par.

Aot 38 faftm® fafg &y |

Sagliea bha-o likhiea sir lekh.

o6 6938 fagarg™ Ag™ =x* 1ail

Nanak nirbha=o nirankar sach ek. | | 1] |

WA, H: 1, Y& 464,

Some new lives™ are being born™ and some are dying (disappearing)’’ under the Laws of Nature/Universe’.

Everybody and everything (the whole world)f® are under the laws of Nature/ Universe® as if these laws were written™ in
their head” (meaning inherited).

Nanak says:

The “One and Only”, without any form™, is not under any law® and exists forever®™.

AGGS, M 1, p 464.

Figure 2. This true-color image shows North and South America as they would appear from space 35,000 km (22,000
miles) above the Earth. Image created by Reto Stockli, Nazmi El Saleous, and Marit Jentoft-Nilsen, NASA GSFC
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Our sun lies near a small, partial arm
called the Orion Arm, or Orion Spur,
located between the Sagittarius and
Perseus arms. The Sun with its
planets travels at an average speed of
828,000 km/h. Even at this rapid
speed, it would take about 230
million years to travel all the way
around the Milky Way. Our Sun (with
its Earth and other planets) is about
250,000 light years from the center of
our Galaxy, Milky Way. [6]

The earth rotates once every 23
hours, 56 minutes and 4.09053
seconds, called the sidereal period,
and its circumference is roughly
40,075 kilometers. Thus, the surface
of the Earth at the equator moves at
a speed of 460 meters per second--
or roughly 1,000 miles per hour. [7]

Finally, Guru Nanak says:

A g’ =33 H BE ||

Eko hukam vartai sabh lo=T.

IR 3 A GuUf3 IS 1911

Ekas te sabh opat hosl. | |7] |

Same® Laws of Naz‘ure/Un/verseZ are
operating’ in every celestial body’
(including the Earth) of the Universe’.

And everything appeared® from that
One and Only the Infinite® /‘?@f\-
Singularity).

AGGS, M 1, p 223.

The most important message of Guru
Nanak, to be noted in our above
discussion, is that everything is
happening according to the Laws of
Nature in the Universe. Therefore,
there is no chance of performance of
any miracle by anybody on this earth
since what is to be done must be
done under these laws.

Carl Sagan says:

“.. If by ‘God’ one means the set of
physical laws that govern the
Universe, then clearly there is such

God. This God is emotionally
unsatistying... it does not make
much sense to pray the law of
gravity.” [8]

(Dawkins, Richard. 2006. The God
Delusion. Houghton Mifflin

Company, New York, p 19.)

It means even the Nature (the God)
cannot break its laws. In this
respect, Isaacson [9] reported the
views of Einstein that science could
not accept a deity who could
meddle at whim in the events of his
creation as follows:

Einstein says:

“The main source of the present-day
conflict between the spheres of
religion and of science lies in this
concept of a personal God.”

Isaacson [9] further reported that:
“For some people, miracles serve as
the evidence of God'’s existence. For
Einstein it was absence of miracle
that reflected divine providence. The
fact  that  the world  was
comprehensible, that it followed
laws, was worthy of awe.”
Einstein writes about scientists
according to Isaacson [9]:

“Scientists aim to uncover the
immutable laws that govern reality,
and in doing so they must reject the
notion that divine will, or for that
matter human will, plays a role that
would violate this cosmic causality.”

| would ask readers to visualize the
above discussion. Is it not that what
Einstein (1879-1955) and other
scientists are saying has been said
by Guru Nanak (1469-1539) about
340 years before Einstein? The irony
is that it is difficult for some Sikh
theologians, who are under heavy

burden of ancient philosophy and
constrained by its parameters, to
accept this fact that the nature
cannot break its own laws to perform
miracles for any God or deity or
spiritual person. Any so-called miracle
is the delusion of the mind, i.e,

ignorance fostered by dust of
accumulated falsehood, distorting
reality.
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