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ABSTRACT

The term "Satguru” (Af3319) appears approximately 2,577 times in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib,

reflecting its profound significance in Sikh theology. Etymologically, "Satguru” (Af3419) is the

combination of "Sat" (Af3), meaning "truth"” or "eternal existence," and "Guru" (319), meaning "light"

or "enlightenment" found in the Commencing Verse, commonly but erroneously referred to as the
Mool Mantra or Manglacharan. This paper explores the meanings and implications of "Satguru”
within the Aad Guru Granth Sahib. It examines the assigning of the title Satguru to Jesus and its

implications on Sikh theology.

Keywords: Bible, Christianity, Commencing Verse (Wd/&& €4 in Punjabi), Enlightened, Enlightener,
Eternal Enlightener, Eternal Entity € Gurbani, Hinduism, Interfaith Dialogue, Nanak, YAH-SHUA.

INTRODUCTION
The word “Satguru’ is spelled as H@QE’ F/@QE

HZJId, and P/?Q”g’in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib

i

(AGGS). The basic word, Satguru (777?676’), in all its
forms, occurred 2,577 times in the AGGS. However, it
has been used 293 times by Guru Nanak, 0 times by
Guru Angad, 652 times by Guru Amar Das, 687 times
by Guru Ram Das, 415 times by Guru Arjun, and 0
times by Teg Bahadur. The words Guru (d/d) and
Satguru ((777?676’) are usually interpreted in English as
“Guru” and “True Guru,” respectively, by many Sikh
and non-Sikh scholars and writers. This paper
discloses the real meaning of “Guru” and “Satguru”
found in the AGGS. Its etymological and theological
analysis reinforces its unique significance.~Recently,
the title of 'Satguru” has been assigned to Jesus.
Although exploring the association of ‘Satguru” with
Jesus offers intriguing possibilities for interfaith
dialogue, the complexities surrounding this parallel
warrant further exploration.
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METHODOLOGY:

A textual analysis of the Aad Guru Granth Sahib was
conducted to study the term "Satguru" in various
spellings and contexts. The etymology and linguistic
nuances of "Satguru" were analyzed, and theological
interpretations were reviewed. The conceptual
framework of associating "Satguru" with Jesus was
also examined.

All phrases in the Gurmukhi script were taken from
the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS), with their
transliterations in the Roman alphabet, from Dr.
Kulbir Singh Thind's website, srigranth.com. (Thind,
n.d.) The English interpretations of all phrases are by
the author unless otherwise the names of the other
interpreters are identified. Each phrase is identified
with the referencing system developed by Chahal.
(Chahal, 1999) For example,

355 g JIF I YT® HIB* HIZISP 3H Py ||
Nanak gurd gurd hai para mil satgur nam dhisasisa.
WITITH, H 4, 4B 882.

Nanak is the enlightened person!, completely?
enlightened person?, on meeting him, we ponder’
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upon the Laws of Nature/Universeé of the Eternal
Entity - 16,

AGGS, M. 4, p. 882.

AGGS stands for the Aad Guru Granth, M. 1 stands
for Mahla, number 1 represents Guru Nanak, M. 2 is
Guru Angad, M. 3is Guru Amar Das, and so on. Mahla
number represents the succession number of each
Guru to the House of Nanak. The phrase from JAP
bani is represented as JAP # 3 (stanza number). p.
represents the page number of the AGGS.

Some words in a Gurmukhi phrase were numbered,
and the same numbers were used for their
corresponding meanings in English.

Each phrase from the AGGS has been interpreted by
examining the intrinsic meaning of certain words in
various dictionaries on Dr. Kulbir Singh Thind's
website, srigranth.com, and the meaning of words
given by Prof Sahib Singh in the Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Darpan. (S. Singh, 1972) Although each word has
many meanings, like in English and other languages,
only the most appropriate meaning befitting the
theme of the phrase was used for interpretation.

ANALYSIS

The words H@'(sat) and did(guru) appeared for the
first time in the Commencing Verse (HIFT & in
Punjabi). It is erroneously called ‘Mool Mantra’ or
Manglacharan. The commencing verse appears in
the AGGS at the beginning of the AGGS, before
every major section of the AGGS, and in various
abbreviated forms before the start of subsections.
For example:

Complete form:

6" HF A3 FIFT YTY [5IFE BIed HAE HIlF
WGB3 AT JF YFTE Il

Ek Oh Beant sat nam kartd purakh nirbhazo nirvair
akal marat ajant saibhan gur parsad.

The One and Only (Singularity) - That is infinite, exists
forever'; Source of every creation; Without fear (not
governed by any other); Without enmity; Timeless
(without the effect of time); Takes neither birth nor
dies; (never comes into an anthropomorphic form);
Originated by ltself;? Enlightener/Enlightenment?;
and Bounteous.

It appears 33 times in the AGGS.

Its Abridged forms are:

Form One:

96 FIZ 37 JIFYTY T YFTE I
It appears 8 times in the AGGS,
Form Two:

6 HZ 3 I YT

It appears two times in the AGGS.

Form Three:

€ HEIT YFTE I

It appears 523 times in the AGGS.

The importance of the words H/?(sat) and did(Guru)
has been retained in its complete and all the
abbreviated forms of the Commencing Verse. But in
the most common abridged form, ‘?@%’7’?376’117777%’//
(Ek Oh beant, satgur parsad), where HQ(sat) and did
(Guru) have been put together instead of keeping
them apart. ‘?@AH@@HW//, the last abbreviated
form has been interpolated by somebody as 6"
HIZATH ?77%@7_3 I (Ek Oankar Satnam Vaheguru). |
could not trace out from the available literature who
interpolated the original form. Unfortunately, now 6"
HIZATH E’mg / (as Ek Oankar Satnam Vaheguru) is
chanted as Gurmantra instead of ‘?@%’@@6’%7777%’ "
(Ek Oankar, Satgur Parsad) by most of the Sikhs.
Moreover, the word E’U@Q@(Vaheguru) has never
been used by any Sikh Guru in their Bani and is never
recommended for chanting this word again and
again. It is hard to understand why some Sikhs do
such interpolations in the Bani, which are quickly
adopted by most of the Sikhs.

The analytical analysis of the complete form of the
Commencing Verse and the shortest abbreviated
form (9@%’/:7@76’ ?17777%’ /) prove that all the forms of
‘Satguru’ (777?6,'76’) are the compound words formed
by joining two independent words, Sat (F3) and
Guru (dId). Therefore, etymologically, ‘Satguru’
(7:17':71378) is composed of ‘Sat’ (777'?), and ‘Guru’ (d/d).
The word dId (Guru) is spelled in the following four
forms in the AGGS: (i) @4, i) dId, iii) dd, and iv) T,
According to Bhai Kahn Singh (K. Singh, 1981) (K.
Singh, 1996), all these forms are pronounced as did

(Guru). He explains that & (GU) means 'darkness’
and g (RU) means ‘light,’ which devours darkness
(ignorance). Thus, did (Guru) is light that dispels

darkness (ignorance); it means ‘enlightened,
‘enlightener,” ‘enlightening,” ‘enlightenment,” or ‘the
enlightened person.” And ‘Sat’ (77@) means ‘true,’
‘exists,” 'exists forever,” or ‘eternal. Therefore,
etymologically, the basic word, ‘Satguru’ (H@@HJ, in
all its four different spellings, means ‘the truly
enlightened person’ or ‘the truly enlightener.’

Besides, Satguru’ (777?(7,'76’) means ‘The Ever-existing

Enlightener,” ‘The Eternal Enlightener,” or 'the Eternal
Entity - 6"

On the other hand, The Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS)
Gurmukhi/Hindi to Punjabi-English/Hindi Dictionary

defines F@@E’(Sa;igur) as:
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1. 7T Jig, 9l 1HEHT 8 187 Jig/

2. Yg MATBYTY/

(1. true Guru and Guru that imparts good teachings.
2. God.)

In most English interpretations and translations of
Bani, ‘Guru’ is translated as ‘Guru.” And ‘Satguru’
(H?‘:?QVHJ is translated as 'Satguru,” ‘True Guru,’ or 'the
Lord (God).

After assigning ‘Eternal Enlightener’ based on the
etymological meaning of ‘Satguru’ (F33), |
consulted Al (Artificial Intelligence through Copilot)
to find out the meanings of ‘Eternal Enlightener.’ The
Al came up with the following meanings based on its
intelligence:

“An "Eternal Enlightener" suggests a being or force
that continuously illuminates the path to wisdom and
truth for eternity. In spiritual traditions, this could be a
divine entity like the Buddha, who attained eternal
enlightenment and guided others. Or it could be the
concept of the divine itself in Hinduism, such as
Brahman, the ultimate reality and source of all
enlightenment. In a broader sense, it could be the
pursuit of wisdom, knowledge, and understanding
that never truly ends—an eternal journey toward
deeper truths.”

Therefore, etymologically, Satguru’ (7#3,5}78) means
‘the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal Entity - ‘i@,’"‘
which is comparable to the explanation of the Al. In
Sikhi, Guru Nanak'’s concept of God isin a logo as ‘i@,ﬁ
a pantheistic God (the Eternal Entity - 96, which does
not interfere in human affairs; in Sikhism, God is
Panentheistic, Who controls every action of humans

and isa source of enlightenment. (Chahal, 2021)
(Chahal, 2018)

Nesbitt (n.d.) writes about ‘Guru’ and ‘Satguru’ as
follows:

“Just as the word ‘Sikh’ means learner, so ‘Guru’
means teacher. Sikhs explain ‘Guru’ as meaning
‘remover of darkness.’

The preeminent Guru (Nanak’s Guru) is God, whose
many names include ‘Satguru’ (the true Guru) and
‘Waheguru’ (a name which began as an exclamation
of praise). And the pictures of Guru Nanak.”

In his book, Basi (2022) quotes many phrases dealing
with ‘Satguru’ (777:?@73) and claims that Jesus is
‘Satguru’ (F@Q@. It is discussed at the end of this
paper.

DISCUSSION

WHO IS SATGURU IN HINDUISM?

Rampal Ji (n.d.) Defines ‘Satguru’in its real sense as a
True (Sat) Saint (Guru), one who is the incarnation of
God and reveals the untold truth. He further says that
the one who knows the Supreme Lord of Truth, i.e.,
Satpurush or the Param Akshar Purush, and the
creator of the universe, is also a ‘Satguru.’ That
‘Satguru’ imparts the true path of worship, teaches
everyone to renounce all evils, and leads them in the
true and correct path of devotion to attain Salvation.

Sat (Hq) refers to "eternal, pure, and godly. It is used

to describe the Absolute Truth. In the Srimad-
Bhagavad- Gita, Krishna is the Absolute Truth and
bona fide guru. On the other hand, in Vaishnava,
Vishnu is worshipped as the supreme Lord.
(Anonymous, n.d.)

It means Satguru is an incarnation of God like Krishan
and Vishnu, who knew the Eternal God.

WHO IS GURU (d/d) AND SATGURU (777'.‘?_6_7?) IN
THE AGGS?

Guru (dld) means ‘enlightened,” ‘enlightener,’
‘enlightening,” ‘enlightenment,” or ‘the enlightened
person,’ and Satguru (77[7@73) means ‘the truly
enlightened person’ or ‘the truly enlightener.’
Besides, ‘Satguru’ (F’E@]H) means ‘The Ever-existing

Enlightener,” 'The Eternal Enlightener,” or 'the Eternal
Entity - 96 as discussed earlier.

The critical analysis of the bani of Sikh Gurus by
Chahal (2004) and B. Singh (2003) Indicates that all
the Sikh Gurus have accepted Nanak as ‘Guru’ and
‘Satguru’ in their bani as follows:

Guru Angad

Guru Angad was the first who recognized Nanak as
"Guru” in his bani:

155 &8l Gueri?) 1% did 557 T8 1191/

Tin karo kica updesicai jin gur Nanak deso. ||1]|
WIITH, H- 2, Y& 150.

What teachings can be imparted’ to those? who have
Nanak as their Guru (the enlightened person)?
AGGS, M. 2, p. 150.

Guru Amar Das

The next Guru, Amar Das, has also accepted Nanak
as ‘Satguru”:

B3 73 T6 HIZJIG THIBHT 33T o BYP [5G/Z%P /|
Nanak jinh ka=o satgur mili=a tinh ka lekha nibri=a. ||
2TITIH, H- 3, YAT435.

Those to whom Nanak, the truly enlightened person’
has imparted his philosophy, their deeds? have been
accounted?® for."

https://www.iuscanada.com

page 3



January-December 2024. Vol. 26, No. 1

AGGS, M 3, p 435.

Guru Ram Das

Thereafter, Guru Ram Das, also accepted Nanak as
"Guru”:

U8 TS gid ABF HHEITHE KIS 13er GA3IF 3P
Ecucy

Dhan dhan gurG Nanak samadrast jin ninda ustat tar
tarant. |

WTITTH, H- 4, YBT1264.

Praise worthy' is Guru (the enlightened'person)
Nanak, who treats everybody equally?, and has
overcome® the character of slandering® and praising*
others (for selfish purposes) and helps others to
overcome’ this nature. 4.5.

AGGS, M. 4, p. 1264.

In the following phrase Guru Ram Das declared
Nanak as “Guru” and “Complete Guru":

555 g IIF I YT® HIS HIZIP &1 Rpem ||
Nanak gurd gurd hai pdra mil satgur nam dhi=asi=a.
WIIGTH, H 4, YAT882.

Nanak is the enlightened person’!, completely?
enlightened person?, on meeting him, we ponder’
upon the Laws of Nature/Universeé of the Eternal
Entity - 96",

AGGS, M. 4, p. 882.

Guru  Arjun defines Satguru as ‘the truly
enlighteperson’ as follows:

HZ YT 15 7T5H* A 5H 376 Il

Sat purakh jin jani=a satgur tis ka na-o.

3 & Hidl 17y 893 373a JIF JB° ITE" I

Tis kai sang sikh udhrai Nanak har gun gaso. ||1]|

The one, who understood? 'the Eternal Entity - 96" s
called® Satguru (the truly enlightened person?).

Guru Arjun says:

In company’ of thaté (Satguru), the life of the Sikh is
improved®.

And further advises that:

Let us sing (understand)’ the attributes’ of HARI®. 1
AGGS, M 5, p 286. (Sukhmani)

Note: It is hard to understand why Guru Arjun used
Hari instead of Eternal Entity (?gat the end of the
second line.

Guru Arjun has defined Satguru based upon the
following philosophy of Guru Nanak in his detailed
wordings, whereas Guru Nanak composes his baniin
very few words:

YI" HFJP HIS YI* YTEus |

Pdra satgur sev plra pari=a.

AGGS, M 1, p 1286.

The one who followed the principles of the perfect’
and the truly enlightened person? has discovered the
perfect (the Eternal Entity - 967,

Note: Guru Nanak does not specify the name of the
Eternal Entity - ‘?@Aexcept saying ¥d’(Perfect).

Guru Arjun

In the following phrase, Guru Arjun clearly confirms
that Nanak is the "Guru”:

g BB HE IS Jiemr B 161 TIdam? 3 Uit
d 181231

Gur Nanak jin suniea pekhi=a se fir garbhas na pari=a
re. ||4/]2|]13

WIITTH, H 5, Y57 612.

Those, who have listened’ to and analyzed? the
philosophy of Guru (the enlightened person) Nanak,
do not fall into ignorance® again.

AGGS, M5, p 12.

Guru Arjun further declared Nanak as “Satguru”:

73 3 e HEIP 3T MG IB T HI?
nenqonygol

Sabh te vada satgur Nanak jin kal rakhi meri.
[[41101157|

It is interpreted by Badan Singh, Nirmala in Faridkot
Vala Teeka of 1883 as follows:

Punjabi: FIFT 373e H JId THETH 1 71w I HAB
Nl (78) 177 T4 B TN N0 114N

In English: Sri Guru Ram Das Ji has recognized Nanak
Ji as Satguru who has protected my honor (in Kal
Yuga).

Prof Sahib Singh:
Punjabi: ¥d (3d HId 378) HE AF 3 57 Ig 35

& s 177 3 Hal 817 d¢ BE (3 HE 33 9957 feg
HZ 13T 1811901421

In English: But (with the blessing of God) | met the
Greatest of all Gurus, who has protected my honor.
(he has attached me with Himself).

Manmohan Singh, SGPC:

English: The greatest of all is Satguru Nanak, who has
saved my honour in this Dark age.

Punjabi: Ao 318 [EHTE I3, HJ HIZdId 373 €€ ]
1737 3 o a8 TaT wied Hal 7 g 3y B 1
Dr Sant Singh Khalsa:

Guru Nanak is the greatest of all; He saved my honor
in this Dark Age of Kali Yuga. ||4||10||57|]

In this phrase A9 Ek=r1d F/@@E ?57?5?7%’7?5" IJB TP
Ha? /(Sabh te vada satgur Nanak jin kal rakht meri.)
Nanak is with aunkar on Kaka (9, which means Nanak
himself, not a pen name (Nom de plume), usually
ignored by many Sikh theologians while interpreting
this phrase. In the SGGS Gurmukhi-Gurmukhi
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Dictionary (Thind, n.d.) “o/&" (Kal) is defined as o&7
(art, Capable). Therefore, this phrase is interpreted
by the author as follows:

Nanak, the truly enlightened person (Satguru), is the
greatest’ of all' the Gurus, who* has made me
capable® to understand® myself’.

AGGS, M. 5, p. 750.

However, Dr. Gopal Singh (1987), Dr. Talib (1988),
Prof. Sahib Singh (1972), and many others have
interpreted it as follows:

Guru Nanak is the greatest of all who has protected
my honor.

On the other hand, some theologians consider that
Satguru is God and interpret that phrase by putting
a comma (,) after F’/:?Q@’as follows:

Nanak says: "The God is greatest of all who has
protected my honor."

They forget the definition of 777:7@7_5’ (Satguru)
explained by Guru Arjun earlier, and here again, he
confirms that Nanak is Satguru (the truly enlightened
person) but not God:

35 "G 3wt Yyt I 7 I

Nanak satgur bhetisai pari hovai jugat.

Those who have understood the philosophy? of
Nanak, the truly enlightened persons, have found the
perfect® way of life*.

THICw dBTeme JBfen dretow® feg I8 HalF 12U
Hasandica khelandica painandica khavandi=a viche
hovai mukat. ||2]|

One can get salvation® by following the philosophy of Guru
Nanak while laughing® (being happy), playing® (right
games), dressing’ (proper dress - but not deceptive one) and
eating® (proper food).

AGGS, M. 5, p. 522.

More Phrases to Show Satguru Means “The Truly
Enlightened Person”

Satguru is Guru (Teacher)

¥Y 7 3 ¥IIT ¥3 HIZJIT & GUeH HIE F 124 Il
Jhajhai kade na jhdréh mure satgur ka updes sun tin
vikha.

Jhajha (a letter of the Gurmukhi alphabet) is used to
start writing the message.

Oh, foolish! You will never regret or repent if you listen
to and accept the teachings of Satguru (the truly
enlightened person).

HEIT G5 I 31§ 1313 &7 I 376 FT 11931/
Satgur bajhahu gur nahi kos1 nigure ka hai na=o bura.

13l

Without Satguru (the truly enlightened person), there
is no other Guru (enlightened person) at all. One, who
is without a such Guru, is called bad (unlucky) man.
AGGS, M. 3, p. 435.

Satguru (the truly enlightened person) discloses
Naam as Hukm (The Laws of Nature/Universe):
Guru Nanak says that the Satguru disclosed that
Naam means Hukm ( JoH) - Laws of Nature/Universe:
HZ HIIZ SFP 7P I

Satsangat kaisT janicai.

e 8 3o SR Ul

Jithai Ek nam vakhani=ai.

g3 300 gaK' J 3B AEIIF? T g HE
nyn

Eko nam hukam hai Nanak satgur di=a bujhace jivo.
15l

Question:

How? the true’ congregation? of noble people can be
recognized*?

Answer:

It is that congregation where® only one® naam (the
Laws of Nature/Universe’) is discussed/explained®.
Nanak says:

The Satguru'? (the truly enlightened person)
discloses’ that there is only one’ Naam' which
means the Laws of Nature/Universe'’.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 72.

No One can find The Eternal Entity- 96 without
Satguru

HEJIT TF 3 YTEE HE Hdl HomT 718 H1& 131
Satgur bajh na pasizo sabh mohi masi=a jal ji=o. ||3||
Without the Satguru (the truly enlightened person),
no one can find the Eternal Entity- 96 since all are
enticed and entrapped in Maya (illusion). 3.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 71.

BB HIZId AHT 7P # HIH B8 ST 78 11901
Nanak satgur aisa janicai jo sabhsai lase milace ji=o.
[[10]]

Know that Nanak Satguru (the truly enlightened
person) who unites people of all creeds with the
Eternal Entity- 9610.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 72.

FI3JIT % 3 YOG HY gall oM aH1E #ie 1931
Satgur bajh na pacico sabh thaki karam kama=e ji=o.
13

Guru Nanak Says:

The Eternal Entity - 96 is not found without the
Satguru (the truly enlightened person) since all have
grown weary by performing various religious rituals.
13.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 72.
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W YTY WYTY RpH1aT HISTNT HBY BT ||

Ad purakh aprampar picara satgur alakh lakhari=a.
Satguru (the truly enlightened person) had revealed
the Unseen and Infinite One, who existed even before
time and space appeared.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 436.

193 RIZJIT 1946 & YTEE 93 AIZdIT 1946 & YT Il

Bin satgur kinai na pari=o bin satgur kinai na pasi=a.
Nobody has discovered the One (the Eternal Entity -
96) without the help of Satguru (the Truly Enlightened
Person).

AGGS, M. 1, p. 466.

B3 FIZJNST GTH I[EGT1ET 14201/
Nanak satgur barahm dikhasi=a. ||5||20||
Nanak says:

Satguru (the truly enlightened person) made me know
Brahman (the Eternal Entity - 9@5. 20.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 355.

Other Meanings of Satguru

Satguru is Boat and Sabd

HEgd J FIg HEle Suedad i

Satgurt hai bohitha sabad langhavanhar.

Satguru (the truly enlightened person) is a boat, and
his Sabd will carry us across (to that place.)

38 yeg & yreal 37 7% 31 Had Il

Tithai pavan na pavko na jal na akar.

Where there is neither wind nor fire nor water.

58 7o Al 37F FE7E FTIITT I3

Tithai sacha sach nace bhavjal taranhar. ||2||

Where there are eternal Laws of Nature/Universe of
the Eternal Entity- 96 which are helpful to cross the
dreadful sea of life.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 1009.

Y& gd Y] TEg GIA 128 I

Patan kike pateni vafiahu dharuk vilar.

Atthe shore, a ferryman announces, “O travelers hurry
up to cross over.”

YT Y&z 153 H AFdd S F17 1€

Par pavandsre dith mai satgur bohith char. ||6]|

| have seen them crossing over by boarding the boat

of Satguru (the Truly Enlightened Person). 6.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 1015.

Satguru dispels Ignorance

HIZIG 1HE wag 7% i

Satgur milai andhera jace.

On meeting Satguru (the truly enlightened person),
the darkness (ignorance) is dispelled.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 939.

HTHZ §¢ [HIHIZ HIF HG A 8 §13 Y] Il

Sasat bed simrit sabh sodhe sabh eka bat pukari.
| have searched all the Shastras, the Vedas the Smritis,
and they all affirm one thing:

53 IT Halz 3 d8 Y@ Hs @4 1T Starat 131

Bin gur mukat na ko=t pavai man vekhhu kar bichari.
121

Mind has found after contemplation that no one can
achieve liberation without the Guru (the enlightened
person). 2.

WEHISE HAZ dId IEABTAT JiH %78 Td HiG] Il

Athsath majan kar isnana bharam a-=e dhar sari.

Even after wondering the whole Planet, the Earth, and
cleansing myself by bathing in 68 sacred shrines of
pilgrimage,

wIsel HY 91 166G T35 98 HISIT Hid] 131
Anik soch karahi din rati bin satgur andhi=ari. ||3]|
And performing various rituals for purification. Even
then, there is darkness (ignorance) without Satguru
(the truly enlightened person). 3.

AGGS, M. 5, p. 495.

Satguru puts us on the Right Way

& A3 9 & U 11Ul

Bin satgur bat na pavai. ||1||

Without Satguru (the Truly Enlightened Person), one
cannot find the (right) way.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 1353 (Sehshsriti Sloka)

Satguru is a Savior

WIS HITId 53 HAT Il

Agan sagar budat sansara.

The world is drowning in the ocean of fire (struggling
with enormous problems in life).

B3 G Yald AN IBHTT I8NZ N

Nanak bah pakar satgur nistara. ||4/|3||8]|

Guru Arjun says:

Satguru (the truly enlightened person) saves them by
holding their arm (helping them resolve their
problems).

AGGS, M. 5, p. 804.

On meeting Satguru (the truly enlightened person),
one’s evil thinking is dispelled and start to
contemplate knowledge. 4.

AGGS, M. 3, p. 1016.

HIZJIT G937 89 7757 I/

Satgur bachni eko jata.

Through the teachings of Satguru (the truly
enlightened person), | recognized the One and Only
(the Eternal Entity - 9@?

BT5e TH BTH HE T 1190191/

Nanak ram nam man rata. ||10]|7||

But in the second line, Nanak says:
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The name of Ram is imbued in my mind. 10. 7.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 415
Note: Guru Nanak refers to the One and Only (the

Ever-existing Enlightener - Eternal Entity- 7€) in the

first line. Then why does he recommend Ram (") in
the second line since Ram is an incarnation of Vishnu?

Is Ram (Jd7H) an interpolation?

Everything is in One (the Eternal Entity - 96

3 HIJ AT HIE HIJ 8 8 AT T Iewre] 141
Ek méh sarab sarab méh eka eh satgur dekh dikhasi.
15l

Everything is in One*, and the One* is in everything.
The Satguru (truly enlightened person) revealed this
fact.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 907.

Note: * “One"” means the Eternal Entity - 6"

SATGURU (Af3dld) MEANS THE ETERNAL
ENLIGHTENER OR THE ETERNAL ENTITY - ‘?@A
The following phrases indicate Satguru (FIZJIT) as

the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal Entity - 6"
AFgT Sygerg fider il

Satgur veparvahu siranda.

Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal Entity -
6 is Independent and Carefree.

BT 7 FNE 3 &7 Fe7 Il

Na jam kan na chhanda banda.

He (Satguru - (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - 96) does not fear the angle of Death and is not
dependent on any mortal men.

# 58 72 7 wfGeTH] &7 55 a8 HEl J 1981

Jo tis seve so abhinasi na tis kal santasi he. ||14]|
Whosoever serves Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or
the Eternal Entity - Qé)ﬂ becomes immortal,
Imperishable, and will not be tortured by angle of
death. 14.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 1024.

8a gfe afo I5aama] 1o 1

Eko rav rahi=a nirbani. ||7||

One and Only (the Eternal Entity - ?gpermeates and
pervades everywhere in Nirvana.

Nirvana: A state of perfect calm, freedom, and
highest happiness, as well asliberation from
attachment and worldly suffering.)

AGGS, M. 1, p. 904.

Sabd is Guru and Sat Guru Mat Vela is The Period
of Enlightenment (17* to 18 centuries)

HET YT e HIF S8/

3T e Jid A &7 3 987 Il

Kavan mul kavan mat vela.

Tera kavan gura jis ka ta chela.

Question by Siddhas:

What is the source of beginning’, and which type of
wisdom? is this time3? *

Who is that Guru, and to whom are you, his disciples?
AGGS, M. 1, p. 943.

Note: *Time® represents periods, e.g., the Stone
Age, the Copper Age, the Bronze Age, the Iron Age,
and the Middle Ages (1066 -1485). Thus, the Siddhas
questioned what Age we are passing through.
Answer by Nanak:

Y3 WdF HIZIP HIF SB* I

HEe Jid HIIF Gis° d870 Jf

Pavan arambh sat gur mat vela.

Sabad guri surat dhun chela.

The air' is the beginning? of every life, and this is the
Period® of everlasting enlightening® philosophy*.
(Period of Enlightenment).

The Sabd® is the Guru’ (enlightenment), and my keen?
consciousness®is its disciple®.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 943.

The ‘Enlightenment’ described in ‘Definitions
from Oxford Languages' is as follows:

Enlightenment (noun)

The action of enlightening or the state of being
enlightened.

A European intellectual movement of the late 17th
and 18th centuries emphasizing reason and
individualism rather than tradition was heavily
influenced by 17th-century philosophers such as
Descartes, Locke, and Newton. Its prominent
exponents include Kant, Goethe, Voltaire, Rousseau,
and Adam Smith.

The above phrase indicates that Guru Nanak
pioneered the period of Enlightenmentin India in the
15th century, about two centuries before it started in
Europe in the 17t century. (Chahal, 2020)

Without Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the
Eternal Entity - 96). Jog is not Achieved

156 HIzgId HE Hal 3 I Il

Bin satgur seve jog na hosl.

Yoga is not achieved without serving the Satguru (the
Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal Entity 96).

156 HIZJId 32 a3 3 8] I

Bin satgur bhete mukat na ko=

without meeting the Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener
or the Eternal Entity - 96), no one is liberated.

186 HIFGIT 32 37 YT 3 7T I

Bin satgur bhete nam parica na jace.

Without meeting the Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener
or the Eternal Entity - ‘i@)’,\ the Naam (the Laws of
Nature/Universe) cannot be understood.

3 AlFgId 32 HTT Ty YTE ||
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Bin satgur bhete maha dukh pare.

Without meeting the Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener
or the Eternal Entity - 96, one is entangled in serious
troubles/hardships.

185 AI3gd 32 HT TG JETT I

Bin satgur bhete maha garab gubar.

Without meeting the Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener
or the Eternal Entity - 96, one remains engulfed in
pitch darkness (great ignorance) and egoistic pride.
3759 193 JId 1A 73H TN 11901

Nanak bin gur musa janam har. ||70]|

Nanak says:

Without Guru (enlightenment), one dies after losing
to win (attain) anything in one’s life. 70.

AGGS, M 1, p. 946.

Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - ‘?@fgrants everything

HIZIT IfE T 3 HIqr Yard Il

Satgur hoee dari=al ta sardha pari-ai.

When Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - ‘?@75 merciful, our desires are fulfilled.
HEZGT HE s & asd FInA Il

Satgur hosce darical na kabahtn jharisai.

When Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - 96} is merciful, we will never grieve.

HEGT I s 378 3 70 Il

Satgur hore darizal ta dukh na janieai.

When the Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the
Eternal Entity - 96 is merciful, we will not feel pain.
HIZIF I TG 37 IIT Ig HEPA Il

Satgur hore darci=al ta har rang manieai.

When Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - 96 is merciful, we will enjoy the love of the
Hari (the Supreme God).

HISGId I TEH' B 31 HH & 5 JT /|

Satgur hore darci=al ta jam ka dar keha.

When Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - 9@)75 merciful, we will not fear the angel of
death.

HI3GId IE TE'E 37 He I 7Y e /|

Satgur hoee darical ta sad hi sukh deha.

When Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - 96} is merciful, the body is always at peace.
HIZIG I T 37 3€ [517 yreha) Il

Satgur hose dasi=al ta nav nidh pasicai.

When Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal
Entity - ‘?@75 merciful, we receive nine treasures.
HIZIG I TG 3 HIT HHED] 134

Satgur hose dari=al ta sach samaci=ai. ||25||

When the Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the
Eternal Entity - Qg)ﬂis merciful, one understands the
Ever-existing Eternal Entity. 25.

AGGS, M 1. p. 149.

Satguru is a Sabd

W) A3 HEE I Wl Il

Ape satgur sabad hai ape.

God ltself is Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the
Eternal Entity - 96) and sabd.

B3 WY HITE A1) 18131 ||4]12||

Nanak akh sunaee ape.

Nanak says:

The Eternal Enlightener or the Eternal Entity - 96 ltself
speaks and teaches (Its sabd). 4. 2.

AGGS, M. 3, p. 797.

Satguru is a physician

HZJIT 9759 @F & 38 Il

Satgur bajhahu vaid na ko=

There is no physician like Satguru (the Eternal
Enlightener or the Eternal Entity - 96,

W) WY 15TAS HET I

Ape ap niranjan so®l.

He himself is immaculate (means free from any
disease).

HIZIIT 187 Hd HeT I [opya Sardi 7€ 181
Satgur milis=ai marai manda hovai gisan bichari ji=o.
141l

On meeting Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener or the
Eternal Entity - 96), one’s evil thinking is dispelled,
and one starts to contemplate knowledge. 4.

AGGS, M. 3, p. 1016.

Guru Ram Das says Satguru (the Eternal Entity -
‘l@)ﬁis his wise friend, and the enlightened person
has helped him to understand the Eternal Entity -
6

HAS AT 8 F dd=» YTy Fa'd I

Sajan mera ek tun karta purakh sujan.

Guru Ram Das says:

The One (the Eternal Entity - ?ﬁ is my wise? friend’,
who is the source of evolution of everything?.

AEIF Wiz HETEw 7 7er 7er 39731 11931
Satgur mit mila=i=a mai sada sada tera tan. ||12]]

The truly enlightened person® has helped me to
understand’ the Eternal Entity - 96 who is my strength?
forever®. 12.

AGGS, M. 4, p. 759.

Satguru Saves from Ocean of Fire (Problems)
WIS HTId 53 HAT Il

Agan sagar budat sansara.

The world is drowning in the ocean of fire (struggling
with enormous problems in life).

B3 GJ Yald AN IBHTT I8NZ N

Nanak bah pakar satgur nistara. ||4/|3||8]|

Guru Arjun says:
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Satguru (the Eternal Entity - 96) saves them by holding
their arm (helping them to resolve their problems).
AGGS, M. 5, p. 804.

No One is Greater than Satguru
HIZd Hes »ed & e I
Satgur jevad avar na korse.
No one is as great as Satguru (the Eternal Entity - 6.
g Y'TGITH YTHAT HIE Il
Gur parbarahm parmesar sovce.
AB3H HIE T4 3 T8 Il
Janam maran dakh te rakhai.
Guru is the Supreme God (the Eternal Entity - ?gwho
protects us from childhood to death.
HTERT Y [615 §17 & T8 1311
Masi=a bikh fir bahur na chakhai. ||2||
Then we donot get involved in poisonous
(destructive) illusion (Maya) again. 2.
AGGS, M. 5, p. 1271.

Satguru is Supreme God

HISZJIT YTHAT Ha Il

Satgur parmesar mera.

My Satguru (the Eternal Entity - 96) is the Supreme
God.

WET TH I TH HE 36 7l ITTH 3T 19U
JIe I

Anik raj bhog ras mani na-o japi bharvasa tera. ||1||
raharo.

I enjoyed the power of being a king and many of the
pleasures of life just by chanting Your Name and
having complete faith in You.

AGGS, M5, p 884.

Satguru Helps Everybody to Cross the Dreadful
Sea of Life

YTGTH YITHHT HIZJII HIAT 7d3 BT Il
Parbarahm parmesur satgur sabhna karat udhara.
Satguru (the Eternal Entity - 96) is the Supreme God
who helps all to cross (the dreadful sea of life).

g 3757 JI 595 31 3907 g YTz 33 GiaiaT 181t
Kaho Nanak gur bin naht tari=ai ih plran tat bichara.
141191

Nanak says:

However, without enlightenment (Guru), no one can
cross (the dreadful sea of life) since it has been
discovered that it is the essence of all contemplation.
AGGS, M. 5, p. 611.

Satguru is a Savior

HT" AT THEST I ||

Mera satgur rakhvala ho-a.

My Satguru (the Eternal Entity - 96 is my Savior and
Protector.

T1T [T Yg TG € T JId GIiee 3T 15T U
JTe Il

Dhar kirpa parabh hath de rakhisa har govid nava
nirosa. ||1|| raha=o.

By the mercy of Satguru (the Eternal Enlightener), with
Its hand, saved Har Gobind. Now Har Gobind is fresh
and perfectly healthy.1. Pause

AGGS, M. 5, p. 620.

Who is Har Gobind here?

Prof Sahib Singh’s following interpretation appears to
be referring to Har Gobind as if he is the son of Guru
Arjun:

(gid € HI € a3 318) YT 3 14Ty dd & (W)

Jg 2 & (T8 JlJ T 3) TTT [BWT I (T TB)
T Tiffe aBTB Tal-g3 I farT 3 194 TTEN

Copilot (Al) reports that Har Gobind is the sixth Guru
in Sikhism. But in Hindu philosophy, Har and Gobind
are two different words:

Har: This is the name of Lord Shiva, one of the
principal  deities in  Hinduism, symbolizing
destruction and transformation.

Gobind (or Govind): This is another name for Lord
Krishna, revered as a supreme deity in Hinduism,
symbolizing divine joy and love.

YITGTH YTHHI HIBZJII HIZT dd3 BT Il
Parbarahm parmesur satgur sabhna karat udhara.
The Supreme God is Satguru (the Eternal Entity - 96,
Who helps all to cross (the dreadful sea of life).

g 373 I 95 F 330 18T Yz 33 ST 181ty
Kaho Nanak gur bin naht tari=ai ih pdran tat bichara.
14191

Nanak says:

However, without enlightenment (Guru), no one can
cross (the dreadful sea of life) since it has been

discovered it is the essence of all contemplation.
AGGS, M. 5, p. 611.

Guru Ram Das declared Satguru as the Eternal
Entity - 9&

HIFGIG A Fe™ 7eT &1 we &1 7 Il

Satgur mera sada sada na avai na jare.

My Satguru (the Eternal Entity - 96) neither is born nor
dies.

& WIFETH YTy I FI HIT T FHTE 11931

Oh abhinasi purakh hai sabh méh rahi=a samase. ||13]]
That is an Imperishable Entity and is permeating and
pervading in everything.

AGGS, M. 4, p. 759.

The above discussion indicates that Nanak is the
‘Guru’, an ‘enlightened person,” and 'Satguru,’ ‘the
truly enlightened person.” Nanak is ‘Satguru,” who
has recognized ‘the Ever-existing Enlightener or the
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Eternal Entity - 96" Besides, ‘Satguru’ means ‘the
Ever-existing Enlightener or the Eternal Entity - 96"

IS JESUS SATGURU

Basi (p. 77-89) has extensively quoted phrases from
the AGGS and declared as follows:

"We see without a doubt that the Satguru is personal
Guru distinct from the Transcendent Primal God, but
definitely not the ten Gurus.”

Basi's above statement does not clarify what he
means. After extensive study of phrases of all the first
five gurus, including those mentioned by Basi it
becomes evident from this study that there are three
types of “Satguru:”

Satguru is “the truly enlightened person.”

Satguru is, who has recognized “the Ever-existing
Enlightener or the Eternal Entity - 6"

Satguru is “the Ever-existing Enlightener or the
Eternal Entity - 9@? which means God (Lord).

| may add that Guru Angad, Guru Amar Das, Guru
Ram Das, and Guru Arjun have declared Nanak as the
"Guru,” which means “enlightened person,” and
“Satguru,” which means “the truly enlightened
person,” as described by Guru Arjun. Guru Arjun
further declared that Nanak is Satguru, the truly
enlightened person who has recognized God but not
God. Moreover, | have described many phrases that
indicate that Satguru means the truly enlightened
person and the Ever-existing Enlightener or the
Eternal Entity -Qéﬂthe God (Lord), depending upon
the context of the phrase or stanza.

On page 89 Basi starts writing the phrases from the
AGGS and from other sources to compare the
similarities with that in the Bible and declares that
“Satguru” is strictly used for God alone:

7 M & YIHHT €l I

3 HI BT TAF HIT UIT T Il

H& &HIEB TS |

7 HIE 3 TTYFS I

Jo ham ko parmesar uchre.

Sabh narak kund nein pare hen.

Mo ko das tawan ka jano.

Ya mai bhed n rench pachanio.

Whoever calls me Lord God (Satguru) shall fall into
hell.

Consider me as His servant. In this, do not have any
doubt.

(Dasam Granth, page 57 Akal Purukh Baach Chaupi
32.)

Comments: Guru Gobind Singh has not used the
name of ‘Satguru’; instead, he uses Parmeshar (the
Lord - God) in the above chaupi.

He further quotes a phrase from Bhatt Gayand from
the AGGS as follows:

A3 AlZgd FIZgd e 76 ..

A3TH H'g Ji¢ gig 34 IFa'g HA drde 1Hd] did 1Hd1 did
171 Jig AIZ 716 14901

Enshrine this most excellent Name within your heart,
and renounce the wickedness of the mind, O Gayand.
The TRUE GURU, the TRUE GURU, the TRUE GURU is
THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE Himself.

AGGS, Gayand, p. 1403.

After the above Bani from Dasam Granth and Bhatt
Gyand, Basi compares Satguru from the AGGS and
the Bible as follows:

In Gurbani

Guru is a Laddar:

I g I ©F IJ YEF 157 73 Il

Heko padhar hek dar gur pasori nij than.

There is ONE PATH (WAY) and ONE DOOR. The Guru
is the ladder to reach one’s own place.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 1279.

Comments: The above phrase does not contain the
word ‘Satguru’ but simply ‘Guru’ (enlightened
person). However, we have quoted some phrases
about 'Satguru’ as a ladder earlier.

In The Bible

The Holy Bible says:

16 7 YTHAT 1 e I %I YTHAT W3 HE Y 67 0
[TBT T HTFT w1 HEY T WTas HAT TF |

For there | one God and one mediator between God
and mankind, the man Christ Jesus. (Timothy 2:5)

In Gurbani

Guru is Laddar and Boat

(¥B TJ g A I Y€ g I

(Mal rahai gur sevisai) gur pa=ori bohith.

...The Guru is the ladder (mediator) and the boat (of
salvation.)

AGGS, M. 3, p. 1279.

Comments: The above phrase uses ‘Guru’, which
means 'enlightened person,’ but the word ‘Satguru’ is
missing.

HZJIg I GlTe 168 &3 ST iy

Satgurd hai bohitha virlai kinai vichari=a.

1T 1Y YT BT 11931

Kar kirpa par utariea. ||13||

The TRUE GURU (SATGURU) is the boat (mediator),
but few are those who realize this, Granting His Grace.
He carries them cross.

AGGS, M. 1, p. 470.

Comments: Here, “Satguru’ means ‘the truly
enlightened person’ as discussed earlier.
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HIZIT 33 YTonT 375 F' 316 1N UNEN

Satgur tuthai pari=a Nanak sacha naco. ||9||1/|26||

O Nanak, only by His Grace, you find Him, The TRUE
GURU (SATGURU), whose name is TRUTH.

AGGS, M. 5,p 71.

Jd Y€ 91 I IId 3BT IIT 376 Il

Gur parori beri gurd gur tulha har naro.

The GURU is the ladder, the Guru is the Boat, and the
GURU is the raft to take me to the Lord’s name.
AGGS, M. 1, p. 71.

Comments: Here, ‘Satguruy’” means ‘the truly
enlightened person,” and Guru means ‘enlightened
person,’ as discussed earlier.

AZgg  dgg v vig 4U TG
Satgur bohith pavai par. ||1]| rahaeo.

The TRUE GURU (SATGURU) is the boat to carry us
across.

AGGS, M. 5, p 801.

Comments: Here again, ‘Satguru’ means the truly
enlightened person.

The Bible
Jesus Christ says:

g & BIg HepsT T W3 FPel w3 Al Har 1
¥ B3 SHIB 1F57 /=7 2@ 38 3 mEer |

I am the (one and only) way and the (one and only)
truth and (one and only) source of life. No one comes
to the Father except through me.

(Joh 14:6)

Jesus also says:

CagT HT' | H3 g 7 F5 @2 37 BT Famen Arear
2”3 1T YT |

| am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be
saved (attain salvation).

Finally, Basi concludes the discussion on ‘Satguru’ as
follows:

Thus, we have a description or definition of the
Mediator. He is the Guru, specifically the Satguru or
Perfect Guru, whose name is Truth.

Comments: We agree that ‘Satguru’ (the truly
enlightened person) is a mediator who helps us to
meet the God/Lord (the Ever-existing Enlightener or
the Eternal Entity, 9@7

MEANING OF JESUS

After describing Jesus as the ‘Satguru,’ Basi (p.92)
describes the meanings of Jesus as follows:

"The Hebrew for Jesus is YAH-SHUA. Yah stands for
He is God, Shua means Savior. Therefore, Jesus
means ‘God who saves.” God the Father gave this
name to Him. This name was announced to Mary, the

mother of Jesus, by an angel sent by God the Father
before Jesus was born."”

It appears as if Basi is trying to equate ‘Satguru Jesus’
with God.

Basi further compares Satguru in Gurbani and the
Bible

In the Gurbani

UZZ BTTE AFgd HI' HIJ [3H &1 IIETHT I

Patit udharan satgur mera mobhi tis ka bharvasa.

Ty B HEF A HION HIE 339 & HIEH
RN NEY N

Bakhas la=e sabh sachai sahib sun Nanak ki ardasa.

1277|145

MY TRUE GURU is the SAVIOR of sinners; | have
placed my trust and faith in Him.

The TRUE LORD has heard Nanak’s prayer, and He
has pardoned all his sins. || 4| 717| 45|

AGGS, M. 5, p. 620.
Comments: | agree here, ‘Satguru’ means the Eternal
Enlightener or the Eternal Entity - 9@“

In the Bible

3 3 BT & 37 [FH 34 196 # BT Wy Bar g 657
ey 3 ggrear |

And you are to give the name Jesus, because he will

save his people from their sins.
(Mathew 1:21)

W3 NI I & 357 T& 1T FH 573 T 37 |
HE gidter & 7 €37 3 & Bt wg 6T Bt e
HISTNEHT %3 87 weB] Jear /|

And | have other sheep* that are not of this sheep pen.
I must bring them also. They will listen to my voice,
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.
(John 10:16)

*'Other sheep' refers to all those who are not Jews.

Finally, Basi Describes Jesus

“Some say Jesus was a great moral teacher. Others
say He was agood man. Jesus claimed to be
the unique, sinless, divine Son of God, as God in the
flesh. He died sacrificially for the sins of all humanity.
Because He was sinless when He died, He was not
paying the penalty for His own sins but for the sins of
humanity. He was crucified, died, and was buried in a
tomb. He was not merely human, and because He
was also God the Son, the second person of the
Triune God. He arose from the dead on the third day,
as had predicted many times.”

Basi quotes some bani from the AGGS and external
sources other than the AGGS to prove that Jesus is
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the SATGURU (the truly enlightened son of God - the
Father), whereas there is no Sikh Guru whois a
SATGURU. | have proved earlier that Guru Amar Das
and Guru Arjun have declared NANAK as GURU
(enlightenment or enlightened person) and as
SATGURU (the truly enlightened person), who has
recognized God.

IMPLICATIONS OF CALLING JESUS “SATGURU”
IN SIKHISM

Basi refuted earlier that in Sikhism, no Sikh Guru has
been assigned the title of ‘Satguru,” which is reserved
only for God. However, he failed to understand that
Guru Arjun has first defined the term ‘Satguru’ who
recognized God as discussed earlier:

HIZ YTY IHIE 7150 AZdd [3H a7 376 I

Sat purakh jin jani=a satgur tis ka na-o.

The one, who understood? 'the Eternal Entity - 96" s
called® Satguru (the truly enlightened person®.)
AGGS, M 5, p 286. (Sukhmani)

Thereafter, Guru Arjun emphatically assigned this
title, ‘Satguru’ onto Nanak as described earlier:

A 3 T3 HEJF A3 HIE JB TE HIP
Nenqonyoy

Sabh te vada satgur Nanak jin kal rakhi meri.
ll4{[10[157]|

Nanak, the truly enlightened person (Satguru)’, is the
greatest? of all' the Gurus, who* has made me

capable® to understand® myself’.
AGGS, M. 5, p. 750.

Now, Basi has assigned the title of ‘Satguru’ to Jesus,
who has recognized God and is God himself. The use
of the title ‘Satguru’ for Jesus would have many
implications for Sikhism since this term will help
convert Sikhs to Christianity.

Now the questis:

Does the philosophy in the AGGS allow Sikh
intelligentsia and the so-called Sikh authorities to
pursue Basi to stop the use of the title ‘Satguru’ for
Jesus?

Or

Does using the Sikh term ‘Satguru’ for Jesus
encourage interfaith dialogue?

CONCLUSIONS

The study underscores the centrality of “Guru” and
"Satguru" in Sikh scripture as a concept of eternal
truth and guidance.

The word “Satguru” (H@E]E’) appears about 2,577
times in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib; Etymologically,
it is a compound word made by joining two
independent word, “Sat” (777?) and “Guru’ (dId) as
they occur in the Commencing Verse (HIFH T in
Punjabi). It is erroneously called Mool Mantra: 6"

HZ 37 FT37 YTY 156 [5Ted WS HIlZ g1 HT
/54 Wﬂ%’ /I Ek Oh Beant sat nam kartd purakh
nirbhaco nirvair akal marat ajani saibhan gur parsad.
In the most abbreviated form of the Commencing
Verse “Sat” (777?) and ‘Guru’ (d/d) have been joined to
gather to make “Satguru” (777?!'0:’76’) as 9@“}7/‘3@73217777%’
/I (Ek Oh Beant Satgur Parsad). This form of
Commencing Verse has been interpolated by

somebody as 96 HIZ37 1IGIF Il (Ek Oakar Satnam
Vaheguru).

The word ‘Sat’ (F/@) means ‘true,” ‘exists,’ ‘exists
forever,” and ‘eternal,’ and the word dId(Guru)is light
that dispels darkness (ignorance); it means
‘enlightened,”  ‘enlightener,”  ‘enlightening,” or
‘Enlightenment.’ Therefore, etymologically, ‘Satguru’
(777_%@76’) in all its four different spellings means the
truly enlightened person and the Ever-existing
Enlightener or Eternal Entity - 96). Guru Angad, Guru
Amar Das, Guru Ram Das, and Guru Arjun have
declared Nanak as Guru (the enlightened person);
however, Guru Arjun has accepted Nanak as
‘Satguru’ (HIFdId), the truly enlightened person. On
the other hand, Guru Amardas, Guru Ram Das, and
Guru Arjun also accept ‘Satguru’ (777?6_’76’) means the
Ever-existing Enlightener or Eternal Entity - 96~
(God/Lord). These interpretations highlight the
term's theological depth and significance as a
representation of eternal truth and enlightenment in
the Aad Guru Granth Sahib.

When 'Satguru’ (HI3dIF) means 'the truly enlightened
person,’ then he is the one who discloses that Naam
is the Hukm (Laws of Nature/Universe), is a boat and
sabd to help people to cross the dreadful sea of life,
ladder, physician, and teacher,

Satguru (the truly enlightened person) helped to
discover the One (The Ever-existing Enlightener or
The Eternal Entity - 6.

Only One (The Ever-existing Enlightener or The
Eternal Entity - 96) permeates and pervades
everywhere.

Everything is in the One (The Ever-existing
Enlightener or The Eternal Entity - 96} and that One
is in everything.

Satguru (The Ever-existing Enlightener or The Eternal
Entity - 96 is independent and carefree.

Without Satguru (the Ever-existing Enlightener or The
Eternal Entity - ?gJog is not achieved.

Nanak says Sabd is Guru (enlightened or
enlightenment), and Satguru mat Vela is the same as
the Period of Enlightenment (the 17th—-18%"
centuries).
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God ltselfis Satguru (The Ever-existing Enlightener or
The Eternal Entity - c?@)ﬂand Sabd.

Satguru (The Ever-existing Enlightener or The Eternal
Entity ‘?@Ais a savior and protector who saves people
by holding their arms from drowning in the Ocean of
Fire (which means struggling with enormous
problems).

No one is greater than Satguru (The Ever-existing
Enlightener or The Eternal Entity - 96), who saves
people from childhood to death.

Satguru (The Ever-existing Enlightener or The Eternal
Entity - 96 is a Supreme God.

Guru Arjun prayed to Satguru (The Ever-existing
Enlightener or The Eternal Entity - ?@)Tand he saved
(his) sick child, Har Gobind.

Basi, after quoting several phrases from the AGGS
and some from other sources and comparing them
with those from the Bible, claims that Jesus is
‘Satguru’ (HI3dIg), from which it appeared that Jesus
is Satguru, which means the truly enlightened person
who knew the God, Father.

Assigning the title of ‘Satguru’ to Jesus may open an
interdisciplinary dialogue but also raises critical
theological and cultural considerations and many
implications for Sikhism. Because Jesus as ‘Satguru’
will significantly help convert Sikhs to Christianity.
Further research is needed on the effect of the use of
Sikh terms and practices in Christianity and
diminishing the originality of Sikhi and Sikhism.
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