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ABSTRACT
The origin of universe in Sikhism is based on the vision of Guru Nanak recorded in his Bani
incorporated in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib. The theories or concepts of origin of universe in other
religions have not been compared to show uniqueness of Sikhism. However, it is evident that the
vision of Guru Nanak is very similar to the current theory of ‘Big Bang’ and demands reverence and
awe from scientists and theologians of other faiths. Carl Sagan could not realize that such a religion
had already emerged during the 15 century. It was due to the fact that the custodians of Sikhism
failed to represent Sikhism in its real perspective to the humanity of the Modern Science Age. | have
tried to explain uniqueness of 96 coined by Guru Nanak that 96 originated from Nothingness after

the Big Bang. However, this Nothingness is not Nothingness since the universe originated from it.

INTRODUCTION

would like to discuss the following statement of

Carl Sagan before describing origin of universe

according to Nanakian philosophy:

A religion old or new, that stressed the
magnificence of the universe as revealed by modern
science, might be able to draw forth reserves of reverence
and awe hardly tapped by the conventional faiths. Sooner
or later, such a religion will emerge.

Carl Sagan, Pale Blue Dot (1994)

I was wonder-struck when I came across the above
statement of Carl Sagan. I immediately went back to the
15" century, when the science was just emerging as a
powerful tool to find the truth; Guru Nanak was
describing the origin of universe scientifically and
logically. And he laid the foundation of a new religion
being envisioned by Carl Sagan as above. However, it is a
pity that Sikh preachers failed to portray the origin of
universe as visualized by Guru Nanak.

Scientific and logical interpretation of Nanakian
philosophy embodied in Gurbani remained ignored by the
Sikh scholars till the beginning of the 20™ century. It was
Prof Puran Singh [16], a Chemist, who first started to
represent Gurbani scientifically and logically. Then Dr
Hardev Singh Virk [22-25], a Physicist, and Chahal [2, 3],
a Microbiologist, followed Prof Puran Singh and started to
interpret Gurbani scientifically and logically. Later many
Sikh scholars, even not being scientists, started to interpret
the origin of universe scientifically but have failed to do
full justification to the vision of Guru Nanak about the
origin of universe.

SCIENCE AND NANAKIAN PHILOSOPHY
Science and Nanakian philosophy are closely intertwined

with each other. Therefore, to understand Nanakian
philosophy it is important to have the latest scientific
information and a discriminating intellect (gfo foga).

Moreover, it is also important to understand the
methodology used by Guru Nanak to explain his
philosophy [4]. In most of the cases Guru Nanak quotes
simple science and logic and sometime cites ancient
mythological works and rituals, commonly accepted by
the masses and thereafter he explains his philosophy. He
also uses many allegoric expressions to make it easy for
the readers to understand his philosophy. Another
method used by him is that he poses question first and
then answers it with his philosophy [17, 20]. The
scholars, who would interpret his philosophy, have to be
very diligent and need discriminating intellect to
distinguish his philosophy from the ancient mythological
works, allegoric expressions, and questions cited in his
philosophy [4].

Therefore, in this article the ‘Origin of Universe in
Sikhism’ has been discussed entirely on the bases of
Nanakian philosophy embodied in Gurbani, which is
incorporated in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) [1].
No attempt has been made to compare it with concepts of
any other religion except to the theories accepted in the
present Science Age.

ORIGIN OF UNIVERSE

Scientists use physical and chemical methods to discover
the secrets of universe/nature while the Prophets use
divine intuition to reveal these secrets. All their
conclusions may not coincide but their objective remains
the same to explore the secret of Laws of Universe/
Nature for the benefit of the humanity so that humanity
can live peacefully on this tiny planet, the earth.
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The most important question discussed by the Prophets
and scientists is the origin of the universe. The question
has been answered in two different ways. One line of
thought is that the universe came into existence itself.
The other line of thought is that there are signs of
designing and planning in the universe (Intelligent
Design); therefore, it must have been created by a
superpower.

There are a large number of theories about the creation
of the universe but so far ‘Big Bang Theory’ is widely
accepted by many scientists. However, with every new
scientific discovery the theory may under go a drastic
change in the future. One must keep in mind that
theories are based on some scientific information and
use of logic and it will change as soon as more facts are
discovered. Many theologians emphasize that theories
propounded by scientists change with the time, therefore,
the science is not a stable field. On the other hand they
say that the God has revealed the theology to the deities,
prophets, Gurus, Bhagats, therefore, it cannot change.
But one should also not forget that God has also revealed
principles of science, Laws of Universe, to the scientists.
Therefore, science and theology cannot contradict each
other since both have been revealed by God.

1. Big Bang Theory (Big Bang Model)

The Big Bang Model is a broadly accepted theory for
the origin and evolution of the universe. The Big Bang
theory is an effort to explain what happened at the very
beginning of our universe. Discoveries in astronomy and
physics have shown beyond a reasonable doubt that our
universe did in fact have a beginning. Prior to that
moment there was nothing; during and after that moment
there was something: our universe. The big bang theory
is an effort to explain what happened during and after
that moment

According to the standard theory, our universe sprang
into existence as "singularity" around 13.7 billion years
ago (some say about 15 billions). What is a "singularity"
and where does it come from? Well, to be honest, we
don't know for sure. Singularities are zones which defy
our current understanding of physics. They are thought
to exist at the core of "black holes." Black holes are
areas of intense gravitational pressure. The pressure is
thought to be so intense that finite matter is actually
squished into infinite density (a mathematical concept
which truly boggles the mind). These zones of infinite
density are called "singularities." Our universe is thought
to have begun as an infinitesimally small, infinitely hot,
infinitely dense, something - a singularity. Where did it
come from? We don't know. Why did it appear? We
don't know.

Scientist Stephen Hawking of Cambridge also believes

that the universe emerged as a result of an explosion of
energy [6]. In 1964 Arno Penzia and Robert Wilson
discovered very high frequency radio microwaves coming
from all directions of the sky. They believed that these
microwaves were the remnants of the "echo" of the Big
Bang, which is still pulsating and reverberating through
the universe [21].

This theory rests on the expansion of matter into space.
There is no information as to how big be our universe and
how big is the space in which the matter expanded? If
space has any limit, then what is beyond that limit except
more and more space? What will the exploded matter
eventually expand into and when will this expansion
cease?

2. Nanakian Philosophy

I will not discuss the origin or creation of universe in other
religions since I am not an expert in those religions and
will not be able to do full justification to their thoughts/
concepts. In this article I will be confining myself on the
origin and evolution of universe strictly according to
Nanakian philosophy embodied in the Gurbani,
incorporated in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) [1].

i) Big Bang
Guru Nanak has very clearly mentioned that universe
came into existence with one big bang as follows:

3T uAg? 8 =8 1| f3H 3 9T By T |
VA, 7Y 3, U-3.

This phrase has been interpreted very literally by many
scholars as follows:

Dr Sant Singh Khalsa [10]

You created the vast expanse' of the Universe with One
Word®!

Hundreds of thousands of rivers’ began to flow.

Dr Gopal Singh [12]
One word® and the whole universe' throbbed into being.
And myriads of rivers’ (of life) came gushing.

Talib [19]
All the endless expense' of creation’ arose out of one
Noté®, giving rise to millions of streams’.

Manmohan Singh [15]
With one word® Thou didst affect the world expension' and
whereby lacs of rivers’ began to flow.

Dr Sahib Singh [18]
God created the universe' with one order’. God also
created thousands of rivers® with that order.

Giani Harbans Singh [13]
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With one (sentence/word )2 God created the universe', with
this sentence/word many thousands of rivers’ came into
existence.

But if we keep in view the present day science and the
methodology of Guru Nanak [4] used by him to express
his philosophy allegorically, metaphorically and
symbolically then its interpretation would be as follows:

The universe exploded with one sound’ (big bang) and
started to expand', hereafter appeared many things’.

AGGS, Jap 16, p 3.

Note:
1. l-I'Fl"'g (Pasao) means to expand.

2. 3@""@ (Kavao) means sound

3. EB"]”HT@(Daryao) has been literally interpreted as rivers by
many scholars as above. Keeping in view the methodology [4]
used by Guru Nanak to express his philosophy ‘EG"]VHTQ’ has

been used as a metaphor for things. What are those things?
Scientifically what appeared after the ‘Big Bang’ was a large
number of galaxies each composed of a large number of stars
(suns) and their planets? The ‘&Y EB"]"HT@’ represent many

things because of limited vocabulary available at that time. No
water was formed after the big bang. It took billions of years to
form water on the earth. Therefore, ‘E!E"TV)F@’ (rivers) is a

metaphoric expression of many ‘things’.

This concept has further been strengthened and explained
by Guru Arjan in which the ‘Daryao’ has been described
as ‘everything’ so that the metaphor, ‘Daryao’, may not be
mistaken as ‘Rivers’ in the above phrase of Guru Nanak:

83 IT< 3 Afg I i
WATH, H U, U-Ug.

With one sound (bang) everything was created.
AGGS, M 5, p 54.

It means Guru Nanak’s concept of origin of universe of
15" century is the same which has been theorized by
scientists of the 20" century.

From above discussion one can easily compare that how
much scientific and logical interpretations of above
phrases can be different from that of the above
theologians. Therefore, the readers will note that my
interpretations of Gurbani in this article and others are
usually different than that of most theologians.

ii) Infiniteness of Universe

The universe is still expanding since the Big Bang
occurred. And no limit has been established according to
the present day knowledge of science. Guru Nanak
explains infiniteness of universe as follows:

YUITHT YT3™H BY YAITHT YTdTH I

633 633 7f% 5a <€ qIfs fea =3 |

AIA W& Jdfs a39 »iAg feg o3 |

& Ife 3 fodt 38 Ife fezm o

TR T Wi v JIE Y I 22 I

Wi, 7Y 22, U-U.

There are hundreds of thousands of nether worlds, and
hundreds of thousands of skies.

After great research the Vedas have said it definitely!

The Semitic books say that there are eighteen thousand
worlds and that is the fact.

However, Nanak says:

It cannot be possible to count (number of the celestial
bodies in the universe) because the accounting person
may reach the end of his life during counting, it will still
be incomplete.

He further says that (the God) is the Great who knows
the account (of the celestial bodies in the universe). 22.
(4]

AGGS, Jap 22, p 5.

In this stanza Guru Nanak is referring to that the Vedas
say that there are hundreds of thousands of Patal (nether
worlds) and hundreds of thousands of skies and on the
other hand Semitic books say that there are 18,000
worlds. This is the information of Vedas and Semitic
books not the views of Guru Nanak. However, some
scholars and preachers erroneously interpret that it is
Guru Nanak who says that there are lacs (hundreds of
thousands) of Patal (nether worlds) and lacs of skies.

Scientifically there is no nether world. It is an ancient
myth. Similarly, there is no sky. The blue color we see is
the color due to the depth of the air through which the
sunlight passes before coming to us. In fact it is a void or
space.

After quoting the information available or the accepted
concept at that time, Guru Nanak gives his observations.
He says that the cosmos (universe) contains countless
number of celestial bodies. The real number would be
known only to the God.

According to the present scientific information available
there are billions of galaxies and each galaxy is
composed of billions of stars and their planets and
moons. Our sun, having nine planets revolving around it,
is one of the billions of stars of our galaxy, Milky Way.

iii) Time of Origin

What is the time of origin of the universe? As already
discussed, the time of origin of universe is approximately
15 million years. But Guru Nanak says that it is difficult
to estimate the time of origin of universe in his following
stanza:
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IeE B I TUF deT g fafs aez @9 I

gefs fr 93t vig a=g Az I g I

WG, 7Y 29, U-U.

Guru Nanak first poses a question:

What was that time, and what was that moment?

What was that day, and what was that date?

What was that season, and what was that month, when

the universe was created? [4]
AGGS, Jap 21, p 5.

Then he answers as follows:

B & urdhor U3 A 9° Sy uIE |

Y3 3 Ufel adnr A feufs 3y aaE |

fafs @9 & Hdft A€ I3 Hg & It |

WA, 7Y 29, U-U.

The Pundits could not find that time, even if it were
written in the Puranas.

That time is not known to the Qazis either if it were
written in the Koran, nor the month or the season is
known to the Yogis. [4]

AGGS, Jap 21, p 5.

Then his next question is: Who knows this?
Guru Nanak answers it as follows:

7 393" fAISt a8 AR Wi 7€ Re oI
YMdIdTH, 7Y 29, U-U.
Only the Creator*, Who created, knows it (the time of
creation®*). [4]
e AGGS,Jap21,p 5.
*Creator = One who creates; The Creator = The God
*% Creation = All created things; The Creation = The
God’s act of creating universe.
The above discussion indicates that the the Creator is God
and the Creation is origin and/or evolution in Nanakian
philosophy.

iv) Origin of Our Solar System

The origin of universe was not known to Pundits, Kazis,
Jogis. Guru Nanak says it is only known to God.
However, in the following verse Guru Nanak explains
the formation of our solar system, and the date of
formation goes as back as more than a billion years ago.
Guru Nanak describes the primordial stage of our solar
system from a portion of gases in our galaxy:

nJEE 598€ gaar ||

UIfE & IEBT JSH- mMua™ ||

o feg 3fs & 92 AIF Ha" AHTT Sarfeer |

WIETH, H Q, Y-q03U.

More than a billion years ago’,

There was only a mass of gases".

There was no earth or sky,

But only the laws’ of the Infinite® (God).

There were no day, no night, no moon, no sun,

But Nothingness® by itself.

AGGS, M 1, p 1035
The above verse is erroneously interpreted by some
theologians to explain the origin of universe

»ggE &gge (Arbad narbad): ‘Arbad’ means one

billion and ‘Narbad’ means which cannot be counted in ‘Arbad’,
therefore, Arbad narbad, means more than one billion, may be a
period in tens of billions of years [25]. The present estimation of
origin of universe is 15 billion years and for origin of solar
system is about 4.6 billion years.

3. Guru Nanak calls the Laws of Universe as Laws of the

Almighty (JIH YU™JT).
5. ETW (Sunn) has been interpreted as ‘Nothingness’,which has

Note:

been explained as follows.

v) Sunn (E'l’??) — Is It Nothingness?

‘Sunn’ is generally considered as ‘Nothingness’ by
rationalists and scientists. On the other hand many
theologians consider Sunn equivalent to God. Dhaliwal
[5] says that ‘Sunn’ is the state of equipoise where
Absolute Entity exists in Primodial Trance along with the
creation. There, the essence of Enlightenment and the
Ultimate Reality are hidden and inscrutable in the realm of
celestial peace and bliss. However, Dr Virk [25] describes
that: “ Sunya (H&) is not equated with void or emptiness in

Guru Granth Sahib. Rather, it represents the entire state of
equipoise where Absolute Lord exists in primordial trance
called sunya Samadhi.” He further states: “Sunya is
compared to a primordial void where God exists in His
full effulgence.” According to the Punjabi-English
Dictionary [8] & (Sunn) means Nothingness, non-

existence, emptiness, absolute silence, without thought
and feeling. And H& HH® (Sunn masunn) means dismal,

desolate (solitary, lonely), deserted, uninhabited, eerie
(causing a feeling of mystery). But I think that H& HES

(Sunn masunn) is as ‘Nothingness but nothing only or
highest state of ‘Nothingness’. According to Bhai Kahn
Singh [14] H& (Sunn) means empty, void, without
consciousness; and explains Nothingness as follows:

Hod' Uast wiam: 8urg® ||

WA, H q, Y-9032.

World® and space’ originated’ from nothingness'.
AGGS, M 1, p 1037.

Ho' 293° AdT AT |
WAWdTH, H q, Y-903D.

Nothingness' prevailed * everywhere (in the whole world’.
AGGS,M 1, p 1037.

WBI3 He &JT 3 I |l
YddIA, H q, U-t83.
How did Infinite’ Nothingness' originated’ ?
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LaFee [11] says: “The meaning of nothingness is a
persistent philosophical conundrum, but it is also a
matter of intense, if somewhat unrequited, scientific
inquiry on both the largest and smallest of scales.” He
further says: “More than 99 percent of atoms are empty
space. The vast majority of the universe appears to
consist of something best described as nothing. It is space
containing absolutely no recognizable matter: nothing
solid, liquid or gas. Yet numerous astronomical studies
indicate that something is out there, something unseen
that exerts force and influence on a cosmic and quantum
scale, binding both atoms and galaxies together.”

It is also important to define ‘universe’ before discussing
the state of ‘Nothingness’. Kaup [9] defines ‘universe’ as
follows:

“The universe is anything that has been, or ever will be
detectable by humans. It is the manifestation of temporal
existence — composed of matter, energy, space, and time,
and is the macro-system of which all natural systems are
a sub-set.”

Kaup [9] also defines ‘Nothingness’ as follows:
“Nothingness Theory defines nonexistence as being the
absence of existence, the absence of nothingness, and the
absence of absence. It is what is not being referred-to
under any circumstances. Nonexistence by definition is
that which cannot be referred-to, named, or defined. So
referring to it in any way violates its strict definition. But
this fundamental paradox is at the basis of Nothingness
Theory and must be referred-to anyway. Despite its not
being, absolute nonexistence exerts a detectable force.

We have proven through simple logic that the universe
has and always will exist. Therefore the universe must
have existed before the “Big Bang” and will exist
forever. This also means that the state of nothingness
from which the universe burst into existence must have
existed relative to absolute nonexistence given that
absolute nonexistence is not achievable. So space/time —
matter/energy can attain relative nonexistence by
collapsing into infinite density, which is a uniform state
of static equilibrium. Examples of this state of relative
nonexistence can be seen throughout the universe in the
form of ‘black holes’.”

A black hole is created when matter and space become
concentrated so that there is no differentiation between
them. To apprehend the full meaning of existence,
nonexistence, energy, matter and force, one must
embrace the paradox embodied in a black hole. The
essence of a black hole is that it isn't there, but it has a
location relative to existing systems upon which it exerts
the most powerful cosmic force. It is an area of
nonexistence that has no area. The so called super-
massive black holes, apparently at the center of every
galaxy, swallow up entire solar systems and yet contain

nothing inside of them because they have no inside to fill
up. A black hole is the pinnacle of perfectly symmetrical
uniformity of matter, space, energy and time. With no
detectable separation between matter and itself, it ceases
temporal existence.

Recently a theory has been developed called,
Nothingness Theory [9]. According to this theory there is
no thing, which can be called ‘Nothing’ or
‘Nothingness’. Since there is no ‘cold’ it is absence of
‘heat’. When we say a thing is colder than the other that
means it has relatively less heat than the other. In fact it
is not absence of heat. Therefore, ‘Nothingness’ does
not mean ‘without anything’. Therefore, this
‘Nothingness’ is in fact the pinnacle of perfectly
symmetrical uniformity of matter, space, energy and
time. In fact the thing is there but it is in a so small
volume that it appears to be ‘Nothingness’. According
to the ‘Big Bang Theory’ the energy was in such a
small volume that has been termed as ‘Nothingness’
by some. This ‘Nothingness’ as described by Kaup [9]
actually is the pinnacle of perfectly symmetrical
uniformity of matter, space, energy and time. This
‘Nothingness’ was already termed as H& (sunn) by
Guru Nanak. It is also termed as ‘Joyt’ (highly
condensed energy) by Guru Nanak. The following
discussion will further strengthen it.

vi) B8 (sunn) in Nanakian philosophy

During the discourse between Guru Nanak and the Sidhs,
the Sidhs posed a number of questions to Guru Nanak
(for details consult Sidh Ghost in AGGS pp938-938). A
few questions posed by the Sidhs to Guru Nanak about
H& (sunn) are as follows:

nife? a8 aes dterg” SEMB® Ha® &I wa TR

WIGIH, H q, U-t80.

The Sidhs posed the question about & (Aad — before
the beginning of the time and space ) and H& (Sunn -

Nothingness) to Guru Nanak as follows:

What do you think’ and say’ about the period before the
beginning' of ~ time and space and where does the
nothingness® exist’?

AGGS, M 1, p 940.

Guru Nanak replied as follows:

nifeal famne® dteg? ag@® He' fadsfe® =’

il

Y{dTdIH, H 9, U-t£80.

One can think’ and talk® only in term of wonders® about

the period before the beginning' of time and space, the

Nothingness® was  continuously®  dwelling’ in

Nothingness.
AGGS, M 1, p 940
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In the following verse it appears that Guru Nanak is
talking about the ‘Sunn’ as ‘Nothingness’ or empty
space. However, this ‘Sunn’ is ‘Everything’ (the
pinnacle of perfectly symmetrical uniformity of matter,
space, energy and time as now has been described by
Kaup), which is addressed as ‘Jyot’ and/or ‘Oh’ (God)
by Guru Nanak:

nisfe B8 aafe HS f3gees’ He HEG” |

BB Ao A ag A ITAQ UY 5 US |l

wfe® wfe fs ar a1 387 1

nife yay fadaat 28

# 75 &H fadrs = I

36 Aet yIy faors uqll

Y&IIA, H 9, U-T83.

The Nothingness' is within and outside (means
everywhere) and everywhere throughout the so-called
three worlds® (Means everywhere); in short there is
Nothingness but only Nothingness®.

One, who knows the fourth dimension of Nothingness, is
not subject to virtue or vice.

Everybody® who understands the laws’ of Nothingness,
understands that that Nothingness is without flaws.
Those who have undestood that the Nothingness is the
Name of the One Who is without flaws is the Bounteous
(God).

AGGS, M 1, p 943.

{1. Even in an atom there is lot of empty space
(nothingness)}.

And

H& He aJ AZ ozt i

BT3B JJT 3 JE I

n&d3” Hfe I3° AR I

frr 3 Qua fsr A AR 1l

&fe AafH & Hafa & niefa mfa

&5 JIHY HE AHSTT U2

WEETH, H Q, U-t83.

"Everyone speaks about the Nothingness'.

How did Infinite’ Nothingness' originated’?

How can one understand’ the Infinite’Nothingness?

That (One) originated from Nothingness and becomes
Nothingness again.

That (One) neither takes birth nor dies nor come into
cycle of lives

Nanak says:

Oh Guru-oriented! Make your mind to understand the
above fact.52.

AGGS, M 1, p 943.

Guru Nanak further explains that the universe originated
from ‘Nothingness (Jyot, Oh/God) as follows:

Ho % mudud gt

iy fagas viug wiutil

" geaf3 afg afg 28 Hs Qurfeem
PURIALH q, U-903D.

The Nothingness (God) is the state beyond which there is
nothing.

The Nothingness (God)' is flawless and beyond which
there is nothing.

From this Nothingness'God/Jyot) originated the whole
nature/ universe.

AGGS, M 1, p 1037.

Guru Nanak further explains the above phenomena to
indicate that God (Jyot) originated by Itself:
»fi® iy Afag »mis afge a8

T geaf3 At afg miAE 38 I8l

T3 F93 wify 3 3fA T=fa aafa ur@

YA, H 9, U-8€3.

God came into existence Itself (from Nothingness). And
assumed own attributes by Itself.

Secondly, God created nature (universe) and assumed Its
position right in it..

Oh God! You Yourself are responsible for expansion and
You are the Bounteous (Giver).

AGGS, M 1, p 463.

This phrase also explain the meanings of A8 (swebhang)

used by Guru Nanak to explain an attribute of God in the
Commencing Verse of the AGGS.

Guru Arjan has further strengthened the above
philosophy of Guru Nanak that from Nothingness to
universe to Nothingness again as follows:

&t g9 UAfIC uFATI AeT AT feg S|l

YdIdTH, H U, U-2D€.
The universe came into existence many times but the God

remained One and Only One all the times.

AGGS, M 5, p 276.

Finally, the existence of God before the beginning of
time and space and thereafter is explained as follows:
nife AY garfe AT 3 3t AY &'ax JAt 3t ATI Al

AGGS, Jap, p 1; AGGS, M5, p 285.

Existed before the beginning of time and space;

Existed throughout the Various Ages (in the past);

Exists in the present; and

Will exist forever in the future. [4]

According to the above discussion on H& (Sunn) it is

evident that the Sunn described by Guru Nanak is the
same which has now been described by Kaup [9]. It also
explains that the God, as described by Guru Nanak in the
Commencing Verse as A3 (sebhang), means originated

by Itself from that Nothingness since It was already there
in Nothingness as indicated in the above verse, nife Ag,

garfe FY ...
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vii) Origin of €
The above discussion on B& (sunn) and origin of God and

universe from this sunn led Guru Nanak to coin an original
and unique logo for this state as 6 (Pronounced as fe&

€& 83 — One and Only, Oh, Infinite).

The logo, a8, which is the first word of the Commencing

Verse of the Aad Guru Granth Sahib, was coined from:
q + € + Extended end of § =98 .

Q represents ‘One and Only’ and nothing else.
& represents ‘Oh’ since open § in Punjabi means €7 (Oh

means That).
Extended end of € means Infinite (3W3). Here

‘Infiniteness’ represents infiniteness whether it is for
‘Nothingness’ or for that ‘Nothingness’ which is in fact
highly concentrated form of ‘Energy’ (Jyof) from which
everything appeared after ‘Big Bang’. This ‘Energy’ (Jyor)
is very similar to the ‘Nothingness’ as described by Kaup
[9], which is in fact the pinnacle of perfectly symmetrical
uniformity of matter, space, energy and time.

Dr Virk [22, p-126] says that ‘Matter’ and "Energy’ is one
and the same thing since ‘Matter’ originates from
‘Energy’. Therefore, 98~ is the ‘One Source of Energy’

from which every thing, ’Matter’ (Universe), appeared .

Therefore, the 98 is an original and unique logo coined

by Guru Nanak to describe the characteristics of God. The
above description of 8 is further addition to my earlier

work on this topic [4].

The Laws of Universe

Certain laws called the basic Laws of Universe govern
every action and reaction in the universe, including every
living organism. These laws were also originated at the
time of Big Bang according the present day knowledge of
science. Although all the laws have not been discovered,
Stephen Hawking [6] is of the view that during the next
100 years or even in the next 20, we may discover a
complete theory of basic Laws of the Universe. With this
discovery there will be no limit to complexity of the
biological or electronic systems we can build under these
laws.

It was Guru Nanak who explained during the 15" century
that every action and reaction in this universe and living
organism is being carried on under the Laws of Universe.
These laws are also called as ‘Laws of Nature’; therefore,
the terms ‘Laws of Universe’ and ‘Laws of Nature’ are
interchangeable. These laws have been explained as IJ&H

(Hukm) in Nanakian philosophy as follows:

T I=fe niag g & afanT &t |l

It J=fe dinr gafi fud =fanret ol

gt 83y atg gafH fafy vy my ursinifa |l
feae gt urtr fefa geant AT seeifa oI
JaH wiefg AZ & FafT gaH & afe |l
o JGH A g8 I IR AT ST 12 1
WA, 7Y 2, U-9.

Everything is created according to
Universe'; and

It is very difficult to describe these Laws of Universe’.
The life is created according to these laws and one
begets honor also according to these laws.

These laws (circumstances) make one an evil person
while the other gets honor; pleasures or pains are
received in one's life also under these laws.

Some are blessed while the others remain in vicious cycle
forever. 2.

Nanak says:

If one can understand the Laws of Universe then one will
not boast about one's pride because every action and
reaction is under these laws and nothing is out of these
laws. [4]

AGGS, Jap 2, p 1.

the Laws of

In the following verse Guru Nanak uses & (Bhae) for

Laws of Universe instead of Hukm under which every
action and reaction (process) or anything are happening
in this universe and in all living organisms.
Consequently, there is no chance of performance of any
miracle by anybody without the use of these laws:

3" fefg ues® =32 Fee€®) 3 fefy gsfo sy el
3 fefg nafs” ag Jarfe” Il 3 fefy uast vt afg I

8 fefy fee feg fra =1fa 11 3 fefe I gan ena® |l

3 fefv gog 3 fefo Jg I JT TSI THI S M3 I

3 fefo fAu gu A9 &5 1| 3 fefg W& niaA I

3 fefy A Hoes B9 Il 3 fefg mefa™ Aefa™ ya™ I
AafEnT = 38 fafunr fAfg Sy™ |

o6 a9 fadarg™ mg™ 8™ 11 q |

MG, H 9, U-8€8.

Air* always® blows’; hundreds of thousands’ rivers®
flow; the energy’ performs different works®; earth moves;
clouds move; and the so-called Dharm Raajg (birth and
death) is under the Laws of the Universej; sun and moon
(means sun and its planets) are moving tens of millions of
miles; Sid, Budh, Sur Naath; the sky; the soldiers and
strongest worriors; all (everything)”?; appear’® and
disappear' under the Laws of Universe.

Nanak says:

Everybody (the whole world)"” is under the laws of the
universe' . Only the One'®, That is without any form",

is not under any law '° and exists forever'®. [4]
AGGS, M 1, p 464.

(Continued on page 39)
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In the following verse Guru Amardas summarizes the
origin of universe according to Nanakian philosophy under
the Laws of the Universe as follows:

gt Aow faRfe Qurst I

afg afg 28 izt famret 2l

MU &9 ST W gIH° Ifan ARTE T 1Al

WAWIH, H 3, U Q083.

It' (the Creator of the laws) created easily the universe
according to Its laws' (Laws of the Universe).

It creates and then watches Its Own power of creation’.

It works by Itself and makes the others to work under these
laws,

And It pervades in Its Own laws > (Laws of the universe).
AGGS, M 3, p 1043.

SUMMARY

e The origin of universe described by Guru Nanak during
the 15 century is very similar to that accepted as the Big
Bang Theory (Big Bang Model) of the 19" century.

e Sikhism is unique in this respect since it stresses the
magnificence of the universe as revealed by modern
science; therefore, it has the right to draw reverence and
awe hardly tapped by the other conventional faiths as
pointed out by Carl Sagan.

e Coining of unique logo, €~ , the first word in the

Commencing Verse by Guru Nanak is based on the
above discussion on H& (Sunn) in his Bani and the

present day knowledge of science about ‘Nothingness’.
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