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paper, SABD GURU, at The International Interfaith 

Conference, held by the Takht Sach-Khand Sri Hazur 

Abchalnagar Sahib at Nander, Maharashtra, on September 

25-28, 2008. At this conference Prof Chahal presented his 

recent book, NANAKIAN PHILOSOPHY: Basics for 

Humanity, to Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh Ji, Chairman of 

the Conference and President of Guru Nanak Nishkam 

Sewak Jatha (GNNSJ), Birmingham, UK; and to Rev. Dr 

William Lesher, Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Council 

for a Parliament of the World’s Religions, Chicago, USA. 

Besides, copies of the book were also presented to Bhai 

Sahib Sukhbir Singh (GNNSJ), the Convener of the 

Conference; to Amam Ulmair Ahmed Ilyasi, Secretary 

General, All India Organization of Imams of Mosques, 

New Delhi; to Dr Mimpal Singh, Doctor of Medicine, 

Lahore, Pakistan and to many other academicians. This 

book is becoming popular among the young Sikhs and the 

researchers in philosophy of Guru Nanak. 

 

The events at the Seminar held at Dollards des Ormeaux, 

Quebec were divided into separate sections.  Following 

the welcome remarks by Prof Harjeet Singh Bhabra of 

Concordia University, Montreal in English Dr Jit Singh 

Arora, Professor, Université Du Quebec welcomed the 

participants in French. Thereafter, Dr Parminder Singh 

Chahal, Scientist, Biotechnology Research Institute, 

Montreal provided a brief overview of the Institute’s 

activities and achievements since its inception.  This was 

followed by the inaugural address by Prof Dr Devinder 

Singh Chahal, President of the Institute for Understanding 

Sikhism.   

Presentation of papers commenced immediately 

thereafter, 3 papers were presented dealing with the 

Tercentennial Gurgadi Diwas, Guru Maneo Granth, Guru 

Granth Sahib and the role of Guru in Sikhism by Dr H S 

Bhabara, Mr. Gurdev Singh Sangha and Dr Dharam 

Singh.  The luncheon session included a presentation on 

the “Mystery of Naam Simran” by Dr Kulbir Singh Thind 

from California.  Four speakers presented their papers in 

the afternoon. Sabd Guru was discussed by Dr Gurnam 

Singh Sanghera, Dr Balbir Singh, Dr Avtar Singh 

Dhaliwal and Prof DS Chahal. The seminar ended with 

dinner and demonstration of the uses of CD on Gurbani 

by Dr Kulbir Singh Thind, the pioneer in developing this 

unique CD. 
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SEMINAR 2008 

SABD GURU & 300
TH
 GURGADHI DIVAS 

EDITORIAL 

T 
he year 2008 was very auspicious for the Institute 

for Understanding Sikhism (IUS) since it 

completed its ten years of study of Gurbani and 

Sikhism. Therefore, to celebrate the Tenth Anniversary of 

the IUS two Seminars on “SABD GURU” were held 

during September 2008. ‘Sabd’ and ‘Guru’ are two words, 

which have been used extensively in the Aad Guru Granth 

Sahib (AGGS). Although these words have been 

discussed in the ancient philosophy from time 

immemorial, they have special meanings and applications 

in the AGGS. In this connection the IUS had already held 

a Seminar on this topic, Sabd Guru: Conscience and 

Consciousness, in 2002. Moreover a book entitled, Sabd 

Guru to Granth: An In Depth Study, was also published in 

2004. The topic, SABD GURU, is such a vast subject that 

more we study more we learn about it. Therefore, to 

understand the intrinsic values of ‘Sabd’ and ‘Guru’ and 

their implications, the IUS held two seminars on SABD 

GURU on this occasion of Tenth Anniversary of the IUS. 

Since the Tercentennial Gurgadi Divas was also being 

celebrated during this year throughout the world, some 

scholars presented papers about bestowing Gurgadi onto 

the Granth (Holy Scripture of the Sikhs) during these two 

Seminars.   

 

The first Seminar on September 13, 2008 was held at 

Kitchener in collaboration with Mr Kuldip Singh Bachher, 

President of Golden Triangle Sikh Association and Dr 

Gurdev Singh Sangha, President of Sikh Social and 

Educational Society of Ontario at the Gurdwara Sahib of 

Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario.  

 

The second Seminar was held at the Civic Center, 

Dollards des Ormeaux, Quebec, on September 20, 2008.   

All speakers, who participated at the Kitchener Seminar, 

also presented their papers at Dollards des Ormeaux, 

Quebec. Besides, a few more speakers joined at this 

Seminar. Prof Dharam Singh, Editor, Encyclopaedia of 

Sikhism, Punjabi University, Patiala was the Chief Guest 

and Dr Kulbir Singh Thind, the pioneer of developing 

Gurbani CD was Special Guest of Honor. Hon. Baljit 

Singh, Privy Council, Government of Canada was a 

Chairperson for one session. Mr Abnash Singh, McGill 

University was Chairperson of another Session. However, 

the first Session was chaired by Dr Harjeet Singh Bhabra, 

Concordia University, Montreal. This Seminar was 

attended by most of the Sikh scholars of Montreal.  

Prof Dr Devinder Singh Chahal, President of the Institute 

for Understanding Sikhism (IUS) was invited to present a 
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over time.  A drop in following will reduce the incentive 

for such unscrupulous individuals to pursue their selfish 

objectives.  Gurdwaras can also play a significant role in 
this regard by doing their due diligence and ensuring that they do 

not become inadvertent accomplices by opening up their 

facilities to them.  On a proactive approach, Gurdwaras should 

educate the sangat on a regular basis about how toeing the line of 

such individuals is inconsistent with our philosophy.  

Dinner time was started with a beat of Dhol (drum) played 

my Master Vickey Kaura. During Dinner a Poetic Seminar 

was arranged by Mr Surjit Singh Pahwa on SABD GURU.  

The readers will find a lot of diverse opinion on various 

topics in the papers presented by various authors. The 

editors are of the opinion that each author has the right to 

express his/her views but they must follow the format of the 

IUS Journal.  The IUS is following a scientific research 

format of International Journals on Biology and other Life 

Sciences and strictly maintains this system. Mr. Gurdev 

Singh Sangha was unable to submit his paper in English 

since he was too busy in writing his PhD Thesis. However, 

the Abstract of his paper is appearing in the Journal.  

The readers must note that it is not necessary that the 

views expressed by the authors are endorsed by the IUS. 

For example, different views about ‘Dhur ki Bani’, 

‘bestowing of Guruship onto the Granth’ and meanings of 

‘Sabd Guru” have been expressed by some authors.  

Moreover, the same Bani has been interpreted differently 

by various authors.  We feel that the study on Gurbani and 

Sikhism is passing through a critical stage where every 

individual author is trying to force his/her views on others. 

That is not the way to study Sikhi. The IUS has adopted a 

very novel method where the Editor works with each 

author to help him/her to modify the paper according to 

the format of the Journal. To maintain consistency and 
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As we celebrate the 300th anniversary of the Gurgaddi Diwas, 

let us rededicate our efforts to get back on track and live by the 

edict “Guru Maneo Granth.” 
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compilation of the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) that 
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