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INTRODUCTION

Guru Nanak (1469-1539) laid the foundation of Sikhi (Sikhism)
in South Asia. This period (1469-1539) is the same as that of
the Period of Renaissance covering, spanning between the
14th and 17th centuries and marking the transition from
the Middle Ages to Modernity in Europe. During this time
scientists were challenging the medieval teachings and
authority of the Church in Europe, and Guru Nanak was busy
challenging the ancient mythology and rituals in which the
peoples of South Asia were shackled to for centuries. However,
after five centuries, if we examine the effect of the teachings of
Guru Nanak on humanity in general and on the Sikhs in
particular, it will not be difficult to come to the conclusion that
what the Sikhs are doing today is exactly contrary to his
philosophy. Sikhi founded by Guru Nanak has been
interpolated, misinterpreted, and misrepresented stealthily
and steadily after Guru Nanak (1539). Why is it so? This was
done by some writers under the influence of Vedic and
Vedanta philosophies or innocently by others due to lack of
proper understanding of his bani. The word “bani” (Words) is
used as singular as well as plural.

Many writers say that Nanak is a social reformer, a
revolutionary against rituals and superstitions, creator of
syncretism (combing the philosophies of Hinduism and Islam);
some consider him as member of Bhagati Movement while
others consider him as a follower of Bhagat Kabir. Some devout
Sikhs consider him as a Prophet or even the Image of God.
Nevertheless, the next four Sikh Gurus, who succeeded to the
House of Nanak, have accept Nanak as their Guru. [1]

It is also well established in the psyche of the Sikhs that bani
was revealed (called Dhur ki Bani) to Nanak when he

ABSTRACT
The Philosophy of Guru Nanak embodied in his bani
and incorporated in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib is quite
different in the eyes a scientist than the traditional
philosophy being taught and found in Sikh literature.
His philosophy has been termed as ‘“Nanakian
Philosophy” by the author. The author has used the
word, “a scientist” in the title to be restricted to the
author since many Sikh scientists may or may not
agree with his logical and scientific explanation of bani
of Guru Nanak since they may not yet have come out of
the influence of ancient philosophies. This article will
discuss only the definitions of Sikhi and a Sikh,

concept of God, JaH - hukm (the Laws of Nature/

Universe), and the A€ — babd as a part of philosophy

of Guru Nanak from his bani. This is the “sabd” which
enabled Guru Nanak to develop great vision to
promulgate original and unique philosophy during the
period of Renaissance.

disappeared in Vein rivulet for three days. Chahal et al [1] and
Karminder Singh [2] have refuted this episode about revelation to
Nanak during three days. On the other hand Cunningham ([3]
note # 2, p 35) reported from a Persian manuscript, Siar ul
Mutakharin, that “Nanak was carefully educated by Saiyid Hasan
and he also studied the most approved writings of Muhammadans
and learned all the earthly sciences from Khizar, i.e. the prophet
Elias. This indicates that Nanak had a great vision right from the
beginning and refused to accept various rituals and religious rules
being practiced at his time. He started to discover the truth
through dialogue with his primary school teachers and later took
long voyages to have intellectual discussions with heads of various
religious centers and institutes.

The term, “Philosophy”, is rarely used for explaining the bani of
Guru Nanak. In fact, the term “philosophy” is derived from a
combination of the Greek words ‘philos’ meaning love and
‘sophiad’ meaning wisdom. Although it may be difficult to define

*The paper presented at the International Conference, A Journey of 550 years: Sikh Studies in Academia, held at
Wolverhampton University, Wolverhampton, UK on September 3-5, 2019. It was presented via Skype on September 3, 2019.
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“philosophy”, there still are a few
definitions  available  in  different
Dictionaries and Web sites, which are
worth for deriving a fairly acceptable
definition as follows:

The branch of knowledge or academic
study devoted to the systematic
examination of basic concepts such as
truth, existence, reality, causality, and
freedom.

Love of, or the search for, wisdom or
knowledge.

Theory or logical analysis of the principles
underlying conduct, thought, knowledge,
and the nature of the universe: included
in philosophy are ethics, aesthetics, logic,
epistemology, metaphysics, etc. (Based
on definitions of “philosophy” found in
various Dictionaries and Web sites.)

Philosophy embodied in the bani of Guru
Nanak has been studied mostly by
theologians that too under the influence
of Vedic and Vedanta philosophies and by
a few scientists still believing that
creation and every action and reaction in
this  Universe is done by God.
Nevertheless, the critical study of the
bani of Guru Nanak done by the author
[4] clearly indicates that the philosophy
embodied in his bani includes all the
characteristics of “philosophy”,
especially, Theory or logical analysis of
the  principles  underlying  conduct,
thought, knowledge, and the nature of
the universe: included in philosophy are
ethics, aesthetics, logic, epistemology,
metaphysics, etc. Philosophy of Nanak
has been termed, NANAKIAN
PHILOSOPHY by Chahal. ([4]; Chapter 4)

On the other hand, in the eyes of a
scientist, Devinder Singh Chahal, Nanak is
the best “Natural Philosopher” among
the Natural Philosophers of ancient time
and that of the Period of Renaissance
since his study about the Nature and the
physical  Universe is very much
comparable with modern science.
“Natural Philosophy” is defined as: The
study of nature and the physical universe
before the advent of modern science. [5]

From the mid-19th century, it became
increasingly unusual for scientists to
contribute to both physics and
chemistry as "natural philosophy". It
was in the 19th century that the
concept of "science" received its
modern shape with new titles emerging
such as "biology" and ‘"biologist",
"physics" and "physicist" among other
technical fields. In general, chairs of
Natural Philosophy established long ago
at the oldest universities are nowadays
occupied mainly by physics professors.
Isaac Newton's book, Philosophiae
Naturalis Principia Mathematica (1687)
("Mathematical Principles of Natural
Philosophy") reflects the then-current
use of the words "natural philosophy",
akin to "systematic study of nature".
Even in the 19th century, a treatise by
Lord Kelvin and Peter Guthrie Tait,
which helped define much of modern
physics, was titled Treatise on Natural
Philosophy (1867). (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Natural_philosophy)

Therefore, in this paper only study of
Nature and the physical Universe
embodied in the bani of Nanak will be
discussed in details. For example,

Concept of ONE GOD in 36" ,which has

been considered as “Singularity’ as well
as “Nothingness” (EI?"S - SUNN), Origin

of Universe, Laws of Nature/Universe
(I - hukm) and sabd (HEE) will be

discussed.

Note: Here sometime ‘Nanak” has been
used without any adjective since in this
discussion it is not known which one is
most suitable.

DISCUSSION

Some Thoughts of Guru Nanak

During his life time Guru Nanak
observed that there will be rare
enlighten-oriented persons who will
deliberate his bani:

T f59sg stognt
A Jayfy I ||
fog St Hor yau &t

for wfg =ar IfE 1¥oll

Bani birlazo bicharsi je ko gurmukh
hoee.

Ih bani maha purakh ki nij ghar vasa hovee.
| 140] |

AGGS, M 1, p 935 (Oankaar Bani)

Only rare persons, who are Guru-oriented
(oriented towards enlightenment), will
contemplate the Word (bani/sabd).

This Word (bani/sabd) is of the pre-
eminent preceptor, which is imbibed only
in particular/special receptive minds.

He also noticed that truth is also rarely
accepted by masses:

B IAGHT I HIAI S 7L |l
ia &8 Uy TH B *IFE 131

Khote ka=o khara kahai khare sar na janai.
Andhe ka naco parkhd kali kal vidanai.
1311

AGGS, M 1, p 229.

In  general people are unable to
distinguish between right and wrong.

They call the ignorant people as the
appraiser, who determines the
authenticity in this Dark Age (Age of
Ignorance), which is so strange.

Guru Arjun repeats the above principle of
Guru Nanak as follows:

5 'T3 A Ay Sl AF
Jhth bat sa sach kar jatl.

Af3 *Jeg His Bt s It 112l
Sat hovan man lagai na ratl. | | 2] |
2 Yragr 2w 'gse |l

Bavai marag tedha chalna.

Hior Vs wiys Ygae Pzl
Sidha chhod apitha bunna. | |3] |
g fafowr “ar umy Pyg "R |
Duha siri=a ka khasam parabh soel.

i 78 Varad 7’ ya3T BId 1% 1€ ¢
Tl

Jis mele Nanak so
|14]129]198]|
WIIGTH H: 5 U&7 185.

One takes” it to be true® what is false™?,
But the truth® is not ”imbibedin one's
mind®.

One (usually) takes the forbidden® and
crooked"® path’.

mukta hoel.
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One abandons the right'® method but
weaves™ the wrong™ pattern.

Nanak Says:

Although the both ways™ (right and
wrong) are happening under the Laws of
Nature™*®.

Only those who are introduced"’ to the
right path are liberated™.

AGGS, M 5, p 185.

Western Philosophers
The Western philosophers also think the
same way as Guru Nanak thought.

“The public will believe anything, so long
as it is not founded on truth.”

Edith Sitwell (1887 - 1964) -

A British Poet

“A lie can travel half way around the
world while the truth is putting on its
shoes.”

— Mark Twain

All truth passes through three stages.
First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently
opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self
-evident.

Arthur Schopenhauer (1788 — 1860)

Moreover, the priestly class invented the
crime called blasphemy to punish who
spoke the truth:

“This crime called blasphemy was
invented by priests for the purpose of
defending doctrines not able to take care
of themselves.”

Robert Green Ingersoll (1833-1899)

“All great truths begin as blasphemies.”
- George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950)

Many scientists have been punished
under this crime, blasphemy, in the West.
The same principle is being followed by
the Jathedar of Akal Takht to punish
many Sikh scholars, who tried to speak
truth to preach Sikhi in its real
perspective, by excommunicating them
from Sikhi. Nevertheless, there is no
indication in bani of Guru Nanak if
anybody has any right to excommunicate
any Sikh from Sikhi since Sikhi is inclusive.
Even then many Sikh scholars feel that
Draconian Sword is always hanging on
their head. Some scholars have dared to

refuse to accept the excommunication
However, Guru Nanak emphasizes that
finally TRUTH will prevail.

g7 fsue aaar §3fa Afg It 1121l

Kar nikhute nanka orak sach raht. | |2] |
AGGS, M 1, p 953.

Nanak says that falsehood cannot stand
long finally the truth will prevail.

How was Guru Nanak considered during
his time?

Guru Nanak was declared demon when
he started to preach his philosophy
which was against the most of religious
concepts. Guru Nanak himself admits it
as follows:

I FEFE AT I |
8 W vt g T I

KoeT akhai bhitna ko kahai betala.

Koo1 akhai admi Nanak vechara. | |1] |
Some call him (Nanak) a ghost / demon
and call him without any rhythm.
However, some call him that Nanak is a
humble man.

gfonrr foersr A9 FF &g 58I |
I€ Ifg fag weg & 7 Nl
II€ |

Bhavei=a divana sah ka Nanak ba=urana.
Ha=o har bin avar na jana. || 1| | raha=o.
Crazy Nanak has gone insane to
understand the King (the God).

| know of none other than Har(i) — the
God. | |1]|Pause] |

AGGS, M 1, p 991.

Note: A'J (Sah - King - God) in Persian
in Islam. And If3 (Har or Hari) God in

Hinduism. Guru Nanak has not assigned
any descriptive/specific name to the
Internal Entity (God) but refer God by
already common names of God
accepted in various religions.

CONCEPT OF GOD IN MAIJOR RELIGIONS
The concept of God varies in different
religions. For example,

Buddhism

Buddhists do not worship any god or
the God. People outside of Buddhism
often think that Buddhists worship the

Buddha. However, the Buddha
(Siddhartha Gautama) never claimed to
be divine, but rather he is viewed by
Buddhists as having attained what they
are also striving to attain, which is
spiritual enlightenment and, with it,
freedom from the continuous cycle of life
and death. [6]

Jainism

Jainism does not support belief in
a creator deity (the God). According to
Jain doctrine, the universe and its
constituents® soul, matter, space, time,
and principles of motionB have always
existed. All the constituents and actions
are governed by universal natural laws. It
is not possible to create matter out of
nothing and hence the sum total of
matter in the universe remains the same
(similar to law of conservation of mass).
Jain text claims that the universe consists
of Jiva (life force or souls) and Ajiva
(lifeless objects). Similarly, the soul of
each living being is unique and uncreated
and has existed since beginningless time.
(7]

Judaism
In traditional Jewish thought, God is
understood as the absolute

one, indivisible, and incomparable being
who is the ultimate cause of all existence.
Traditional interpretations of Judaism
generally emphasize that God is personal
yet also transcendent, while some
modern interpretations of Judaism
emphasize that God is a force or ideal.
Traditionally, Judaism holds that YHWH
(Jehovah, is the name of the God of the
Israelites), whose name was revealed to
Moses. Moses gave them the Law of
Moses at biblical Mount Sinai as
described in the Torah. [7]

Hinduism

The concept of the God spans from
absolute  monism to  henotheism,
monotheism and polytheism. In Vedic
period monotheistic god concept
culminated in the semi abstract semi
personified form of creative soul dwelling
in all gods such as Vishvakarman, Pursha,
and Prajapathy. Most Hindus worship one
Being of ultimate oneness (Brahman)
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through infinite representations of gods
and goddesses. [7] Most of Hindus
consider the God as Om or Aum which
represents Trinity: Brahma, Vishnu, and
Shiva. Vishnu appears in form of various
gods from time to time.

Islam

There is the one almighty God, named
Allah, who is infinitely superior to and
transcendent from humankind. Allah is
the creator of the universe and the
source of all good and all evil. Everything
that happens is Allah's will. Though the
Muslims  honors  several prophets,
Muhammad is considered the last
prophet and there will be no other
prophet after Mohammad. [6]

Christianity

Christians believe in one eternal God who
is creator of all that is. He is viewed as a
loving God who offers everyone a
personal relationship with himself now in
this life. In his life on Earth, Jesus Christ
did not identify himself as a prophet
pointing to God or as a teacher of
enlightenment. Rather, Jesus claimed to
be God in human form. (Some believe
him as son of God.) He performed
miracles, forgave people of their sin and
said that anyone who believed in him
would have eternal life. They regard the

Bible as God's written message to
humankind. [6]
Sikhism

The God in Sikhism is Vahiguru. However,
Nanak describes God as Nirankar (from
the Sanskrit Nirakara, meaning
"formless"), Akal (meaning "eternal") and
Alakh  (from the Sanskrit alaksya,
meaning "invisible" or "unobserved").
Sikhism's principal scripture, the Guru
Granth Sahib, starts with the figure “1”
signifying the Unity of God. Nanak's
interpretation of God is that of a single,
personal and transcendental creator with
whom the devotee must develop a most
intimate faith and relationship to
achieve salvation. Sikhism advocates the
belief  in one  God who is
Omnipresent (sarav viapak)), whose
qualities are infinite and who is without
gender, a nature represented by the term

Ik Oankar. [7]

WHAT IS THE GOD OF GURU NANAK IN
THE EYES OF A SCIENTIST?

The God defined in general as above in
Sikhism [7] is very much same as is
accepted in the Sikh world. However,
neither Guru Nanak nor any other Sikh
Guru has used Vahiguru as the name of
God in their bani, incorporated in the
AGGS. Guru Nanak has not assigned any
descriptive/specific name to the God
since no name could be assigned to the
God. However, he has used the names
of God as is commonly used in Hinduism

but mostly IfI (Har/Hari). And he has

used the ALLAH as is in Islam. The God
in Sikhi has been designed as a logo, ‘1@,\

by Guru Nanak, which has been
interpolated, misinterpreted and

misrepresented as B Gnldg  (Ek
or 8 €Hag (Ek Aumkaar)

by many theologians. It was Bhai
Gurdas, the most respected scholar in
the Sikh world, who interpolated,

misinterpreted and misrepresented &

Oankaar)

in Pauri 15 of Vaar 3 as follows: [8]
HS {7 T JI7 3T

Mool mantar da guhjh Baed.
The Deep Secret of Mool Mantra

B! Bdarg’ i |urfamr|
Aykaa Aykankaaru Likhi Daykhaaliaa.
€3° ©Gwiarg® ufH safonr®| 151

<dI31

Oorhaa Aoankaaru Paasi Bahaaliaa.

The heading of this Pauri indicates that
the ‘Commencing Verse’ (WIGHT‘EE(@H-

arambic vaak) has been declared as

‘Mool Mantra’ by Bhai Gurdas according
Vedic philosophy. Parma Nand [9] has
endorsed that the ‘Commencing Verse’
is called ‘Mool Mantra’ according to the
rules of Vedas for declaring a word or
sentence as Mantra, Beej Mantra, or
Mool Mantra. Mantra, according to
Vedas, is a word or sentence chanted
repeatedly under certain conditions
that forces the deity or deities to
perform miraculous work to fulfill the

desires of the performers (devotees).
Under this influence, the ‘Commencing
Verse’ is recommended by many Sikh
preachers to be chanted repeatedly to
fulfill their wishes.

Bhai Gurdas has pronounced Bd" (one)
as @sleg? (Ekankaar) and 3™ (Oord’)
as Emiarg® (Oankaar®). Therefore, €
should be pronounced as Ealarg Enidg

(Ekankaar Oankaar) according to Bhai

Gurdas’ interpretation. However, ﬂ?,is
being pronounced as &g @V%F_g’ (Ek

Oankaar) in general by the Sikhs at large.
Nevertheless, it becomes clear that Bhai
Gurdas was the first scholar, who

declared open Oara® (8) as Enidg®

( Oankaare).

After Bhai Gurdas the Teeka, a classical
exegesis of the AGGS in ‘Braj Bhasha' by a
team of scholars of Nirmala Sect came
out during 1883. This Teeka is known as
the "Faridkoti Teeka" or “Faridkot Vala
Teeka.” For all future attempts on
interpretation of the AGGS, it became an
ideal Prototype Teeka [10]. In this Teeka

the Oora in 96" has been equated with €
(Aum/Om), the Trinity of God, which is a
compound word formed with A (Akaar),
AU (Aukaar), and M (Makaar). It is
mentioned in this Teeka that Bhai Gurdas

has pronounced Open Oora (8§) as
@Vﬁa"_g’ (Oankaar), which means Aum or

Om and represents Trinity of God [11].
Nevertheless, Guru Nanak is against the
concept of Trinity of God [12].

Thereafter, Prof Sahib Singh [13] (pp 44-
46, Vol 1) also follows Faridkot Vala

Teeka that Open Oora (€) in ‘lg\ is Aum/
Om and further explains € as o + §
or €W or € (Aum or Om) + d'd
(extended end of Oora) and pronounces
€ as @ Eniarg' (Ek Oankaar) or €5
©Hag (Ek Omkaar). Prof Sahib Singh [13]

(p 630, Vol 3) in ‘Asa Di Vaar says that
Oankaar has been taken from the Sanskrit
word, AUM/OM. This has been first used
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in Mandukia Upanishad that mean which
has happened, is present now, and will
remain, is known as AUM/OM. Later on, it
is considered as the sum of Brahma,
Vishnu, and Shiva, Trinity of God.
Consequently, all the Sikh theologians,
scientists, scholars, writers and the Sikhs

at large accepted € as & @V;I'GFE" (Ek

Oankaar).

A seminar on ‘Mool Mantra’ was held at
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar in
March 1973 to celebrate the 500™
Birthday of Guru Nanak. The proceedings
of the seminar were published in 1985
(after 12 years) under the ftitle: Sikh
Concept of the Divine [14]. The outcome of
the seminar from the paper presented by
Pritam Singh is summarized as follows
[15]:

‘0’ (@) (with open end extended) is

believed to be the initial Gurmukhi
character of the age-old mystic Indian
term Om. It is pronounced as O, Om,
Oankar (Omkar), according to the
predilection and cultural affiliation of the
speaker. Swami Harnam Das quotes
Taittiriyopanishad to corroborate his
view, but claims Vedic sanction for
assigning the phonetic value of ‘O’ to ‘€.

Some readers, especially, those
belonging to Udasi and Nirmla
denominations, generally pronounce ‘O’

as ‘Om’: while most of the Sikhs
pronounce it as Onkar. Normally,
etymologists explain Onkar as the

combination of Om + Kar or Aum + Kar
(61 + g o 6 + F9).

The Shiromani Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), Amritsar has interpolated € by

replacing open Oora with Om as shown in
Fig. 1.

Recently Dr Harbhajan Singh has written
a booklet, € () AU w3 IS

yad wedas | (€ @Sarup Atai

Drashan: Punah Avlokan). This booklet
was circulated by Dr Hardev Singh Virk to
various Sikh scholars, including me, to
point out that Dr Harbhajan Singh has
criticized Dr Devinder Singh Chahal’s

Fig. 1: 9€" has been interpolated by
replacing open Oora with OM as shown
on the title page of Gurmat Gian,
Monthly Magazine in Hindi published
by SGPC, Amritsar.

explanation of 1§ as Ek Oh (actually it is

Ek Oh Beant). He used un-academic
language to criticize the work of Chahal.
Moreover, he used Sanskritized Punjabi
which was more difficult to read and
understand than that simple Punjabi
used about 750 and 550 years ago by
Baba Farid and Guru Nanak. He
reconfirmed that ﬂg\ is Ek Oankaar,

declaring so as if Chahal had not read
the var of Bhai Gurdas where he

declared that Open Oora (€ ) in €

was “Oankaar”. Dr Harbhajan Singh did
not care to read my paper seriously
where | had mentioned clearly that Bhai
Gurdas (trained at Banaras) was the first
to interpolate, misinterpret, and

misrepresent € as “Ek Oakaar’
connecting it with Vedic and Vedanta
philosophies. Now, during  the

celebration of the 550th Birthday, Dr
Harbhajan Singh reconfirmed in his

above booklet that qg\ as “Ek Oakaar”

is deeply rooted in Vedic and Vedanta
Philosophies.

Similarly, Dr Hardev Singh Virk reported
on Gurmat Learning Zone # 153065 that
in the new book "GURU NANAK DEV [
Dispenser of Love and Light" under
publication, authored by Dr SS Bhatti of
Chandigarh, Ik Oankar is explained as
follows:

“At the outset, | would like to take up two
moot issues concerning the Sikh Faith so
that at least my point of view is clear to
my readers: (1) Some scholars who follow
the Sikh Faith have stubborn aversion for
the sound of the sacred word “Omkar”
and in unnecessary resistance insist that
the new coinage “Oankar" is original and
has nothing to do with the centuries-old
“Gur-Mantra”, and (2) at least there is
one scholar of the same clan who has
gone a step further to declare that “/k
Oankar” ["‘lg\ ], Guru Nanak Dev’s

Timeless-Universal Guru-Mantra, is no
more than a “Logo” used by the Prophet
of Sikhi. Regarding the first one | would
like to draw your attention to the
scientific corroboration that “OM” has
recently received. NASA has reportedly
recorded sounds from Sun’s
atmosphere—and there was much
excitement that it resembled the sound
of “OM” that had been recognised
centuries ago through meditation [not
the materials and methods of Science] by
the Indian Rishis...”

| listened to the Sound from Sun given in
the following link of NASA:
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/
goddard/2018/sounds-of-the-sun

| did not hear anything which sounds like
OM as reported by Dr Virk while writing
about Dr Bhatti's book. No NASA scientist
has said anything that it sounds OM. |
wonder why do these two scientists lie
and connect Nanakian Philosophy to
Vedic and Vedanta philosophies.

| also wonder if the Sikh intelligentsia has
not been able to understand the concept

of God represented as a logo, q@?

designed by Guru Nanak even at the time
of his 550th Birthday, then when will they

understand "'ig\ in its real perspective.
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WHAT ACTUALLY 1S9€" ?

The God in the eyes of a scientist,
Devinder Singh Chahal, is the same as
described by Guru Nanak in the form of a

logo, € ,designed by Guru Nanak in his

bani. The following description of God is
based upon the previous study by Chahal
([16], Chapter Il1):

The 9§ is the logo of Sikhi, which
appears at the top of Commencing Verse
MSfSa @ - arambic vaak) in the

Kartarpuri Bir as shown in Fig. 2.

Figure 2: Place of q@‘ in Kartrpuri Bir.

However, in the printed volume of the
AGGS ‘:lg\appears without any distinction

instead made as a part of the whole
Commencing World as shown in Fig. 3.

Chahal has described this logo, q@", many

times for over 20 years, but nobody has
tried to understand it. However, there

are some who have already accept € as
‘EK OH’ but miss the importance of the

extended end ( 2 ) of € (Open Oora)
as 83 (beant - Infinite). Chahal’s latest

explanation of this logo, qg\, is given in
detail in the e-book, JAP: The Essence of
Nanakian Philosophy, in Chapter Ill. [16]

It is also briefly explained as f&drE
(nirgun as ‘Nothingness’/ ’Singularity’)

and AJJIE (sargun as Universe). [17, 18]:

The logo, "lg\, has been dissembled for
explanation as follows:

 =1+G+ 7
‘1’ (Ek — One)
(Singularity) — the f&JTE (nirgun) state of
the Eternal Entity (God).

represents Oneness

Figure 3: Place of 9€” in Aad Guru Granth Sahib.

" (open oora) represents ‘@J" (Oh -
That) for 1 (One) since there is no

descriptive/specific name for 1€ the 1
(One).

2 (Extended end of the open oora -
Q") represents infinity (EMI3 - beant)

for & (That), i.e. for the 1 (One).

If it is so, then we can infer that the
‘Y’ (Ek — One) in 9", is That (8T - Oh),
where matter/Energy - space/time is in
an infinitely small unit (Singularity),
which looks like Nothingness, S

(Sunn), but sprang into the Universe
after the Big Bang. The above analysis

clearly indicates that the logo €
designed by Guru Nanak, can be

pronounced as ‘fog G emMiZ (Ek Oh

Beant)’ in Punjabi. It can be pronounced
as 'The One and Only That is Infinite' in
English. This is based on the following
explanation by Guru Nanak:

1 (One) in €

The one in 9§ represents the ‘One and
Only’ according to Guru Nanak:

Afag " Agr e 3 |1
B3I A D 1111 3T€ I

Sahib mera eko hai. Eko hai bhasi eko hai.
||1]] raha=o.

My Eternal Entity’ is One and Only***
Hey brother!

AGGS, M 1, p 350.

83 ' vigweg? A9g ? Hig

far’ ST Afz9fle’ 2’ fousd’
Iyl

Ek méh sarab sarab méh eka eh satgur
dekh dikha=t. | |51l

The True* Enlightenment® has given” (me)
the vision® that the One' is in everything®
and everything’ is in that One”.

AGGS, M 1, p 907.

The above, description resembles the
Singularity of today’s science where
matter/Energy - space/time (everything)
is in an infinitely small unit, which looks
like Nothingness in science HS (Sunn)

RS 21

and ﬁﬂTE (nirgun) in the bani of Guru

Nanak, but sprang into the Universe
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(again everything) in science and AJJIE

(sargun) in the bani of Guru Nanak
according to the Big Bang Theory of
scientists.

€ (Open oora) in € : According to

Mahan Kosh of Bhai Kahn Singh [19], the
letter € (open oora) means 120 (Oh -

That):
STEIHI S I AT Il

Na oh marai na hovai sog

Oh (That - One) does not die; thus there is
no reason to mourn.

AGGS, M 1,p9.

Note: Here € (€9 - Oh) stands for ‘One’

since Guru Nanak does not like to use any
descriptive or specific names for God.

( 2 ) The extended End of Open Oora
©) in € represents the infinity of the

One (Eternal Entity):
TJSHY "Emiz e *niz ‘s ugrerg

*I¥E

Gurmukh berant
paravar. | |46] |
The one, who is oriented towards
enlightenment,’ contemplates® the
/nﬁn/'tez, Who has no limit* or end™

AGGS, M 1, p 936.

I AN 2 U *Fa
g iz ‘s e A b

F3 ke ant na pace jahi. Ehu ant na janai
koee.

The infiniteness’ of that One’ cannot be
comprehended’.

(In fact) Nobody® knows® Its infiniteness".
AGGS, Jap 24, p 5.

dhi=3=ieai ant na

If we examine the above phrases, it
becomes clear that in Nanakian
Philosophy, the Eternal Entity (God) has

been addressed as qg\, which represents
the modern concept of the ‘1’ (Ek — One)
in 98 as ‘Singularity’ or as )j'?_’;' (Sunn) or
ﬁﬂTE (nirgun as ‘Nothingness’) which
sprang into the Universe or HJdIE

(sargun) state. However, this nirgun state

and sargun state are quite different
than those that are understood in Vedic
and Vedanta philosophies.

WHAT IS
SINGULARITY?
To comprehend 1(One) used in "l@(\, itis

NOTHINGNESS OR

necessary to understand ‘Nothingness’
or ‘Singularity’. Their understanding
would further strengthen our thesis that
[J is an original and unigue logo
designed by Guru Nanak to represent
the Eternal Entity — commonly called
God in English and with many other
names in other religions.

Singularity

According to the standard theory [26],
our Universe sprang into existence from
"singularity" around 13.7 billion years
ago. Singularities are zones which defy
our current understanding of physics.
They are thought to exist at the core of
"black holes." Black holes are areas of
intense gravitational pressure. The
pressure is thought to be so intense
that finite matter is actually squished
into infinite density (a mathematical
concept which truly boggles the mind).
These zones of infinite density are
called "singularities." Our universe is

thought to have begun as an
infinitesimally small, infinitely hot,
infinitely dense, something - a
singularity.

Nothingness

Nothingness has been defined by Kaup
[27] as follows:

“Nothingness Theory defines
nonexistence as being the absence of
existence, the absence of nothingness,
and the absence of absence. It is what is

not being referred-to under any
circumstances. Nonexistence by
definition is that which cannot be
referred-to, named, or defined. So

referring to it in any way violates its
strict definition. Nevertheless, this
fundamental paradox is at the basis of
Nothingness Theory and must be
referred-to anyway. Despite it is not
being absolute nonexistence exerts a
detectable force. We have proven

through simple logic that the universe
has and always will exist. Therefore, the
universe must have existed before the
“Big Bang” and will exist forever. This also
means that the state of nothingness from
which the Universe burst into existence
must have existed relative to absolute
nonexistence  given that absolute
nonexistence is not achievable. So
energy/matter and space/time can attain
relative nonexistence by collapsing into
infinite density, which is a uniform state
of static equilibrium. Examples of this
state of relative nonexistence can be
seen throughout the universe in the form
of ‘black holes’.” A black hole is the
pinnacle of perfectly symmetrical
uniformity of energy, matter, space, and
time.

Therefore, ‘Nothingness’ does not mean
‘without anything’. However, it is in such
a small volume that it appears to be
‘Nothingness’. According to the ‘Big Bang
Theory’, the energy was in such a small
volume that has been termed as
‘Nothingness” by some and as
‘Singularity’ by others. The ‘Nothingness’

and ‘Singularity’ are termed as E'I'?i)
SUNN) and Ek (One), respectively by Guru

Nanak. It is also termed as ‘Jyot” (highly
condensed energy) by Guru Nanak

Is 1 (Ek-One) in € ‘Singularity’ in
Gurbani?
Will it be out of place to call “1(One)

placed before € the ‘Singularity’, from

which everything originated, the state of
the Universe after Big Bang?

Still another question:

Is not this ‘One’ of Guru Nanak the
‘Singularity’ of scientists in which energy/
matter - space/time has attained relative
nonexistence by collapsing into infinite
density, which is a uniform state of static
equilibrium?

This equilibrium is represented by Guru
Nanak in the form of a logo as follows:

® =1+ G+
€= Singularity + That + Infinite.

IUSCANADA.COM
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Time Since Major Events
Big Bang Since Big Bang
Humans
'lI::T:‘ltm mﬂm
yeor s stars,
galaxies
Era of and clusters
Galaxies (mada ol
aloms and
plasma)
1 billion First galaxies
years form,
atoms and
plasma
Era of (stars begin
Atoms to form) Atoms form;
years become
e v
Era of rp;mwmu .
Nuclei helium nuclei Fusion
plus electrons wm*
§ minutes protons, matter is
Era of neutrons 75%
Nucleosynthesis electrons, hydrogen,
nuu_innus
0.001 seconds S annihilates
Portic ulef_rT:tary antimatter.
o particles
i Electromagnetic and
10-10 seconds s sammisshusssmaindh. weak forces become
Electroweak e distint.
particles
1035 seconds L o mm
S inflation of universe
GUT Era w:gtaq
1043 seconds e
Planck Era 717

Fig. 4: Source of Big Bang Picture and Description. Copyrights: Addison Wesley.
(http://www.physicsoftheuniverse.com/photo.html?images/bigbang_timeline.jpg&Timeline%20and%20major%20events%

20since%20the%20Big%20Bang)

Could we now infer from the above

that time as follows:

You created the vast expanse of the
Universe with One Word/Voice!
Hundreds of thousands of rivers began to

dismantled € that the SATUAE eI T |
‘One’ (‘Singularity’ = energy/matter - Kita pasa=o eko kavaso.
space/time) is ‘That’ (Entity), which is 573 32 oy eI | flow.

‘Infinite” from which the whole Universe
appeared after the Big Bang.

The "big bang" theory is equivalent to
Guru Nanak's view in simple language of

Fis te ho=e lakh dari=a=o.
WIRH, 7Y, 16 Uar3

It is literally translated my most of the
writers as follows: [11]

AGGS, Jap 16, p 3.

Using present day science and the
methodology of Guru Nanak,
remembering that he would express his
philosophy allegorically, metaphorically
and symbolically, then my interpretation
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will be quite different from that of all
other writers. My interpretation is as
follows:

The Universe exploded from one source of
energy (singularity)’ and started to

expand’, hereafter appeared many’
things.
Scientifically “Many things” of Guru

Nanak can be explained as follows in

Fig. 4:

e Upto 10™ seconds nothing appeared.

o After10 seconds elementary
particles started to appear.

e After 0.001 seconds
neutrons, electrons
started to appear.

e After 3 minutes the first element,
Hydrogen, started to appear.

e After 300,000 years other elements
started to appear.

e After 1 billion years stars and galaxies
started to appear.

e Qur Solar system and Earth with other
planets appeared after about 4.6
billion years.

protons,
and neutrinos

It is evident from the above discussion
that "tg\ has

misinterpreted and misrepresented right
from the time of Bhai Gurudas and
continued till the 550" Birth of Guru
Nanak by the contemporary Sikh
scientists, theologians and writers as Ek
Oankaar or Ek Omkaar placing it deeply
rooted in Vedic and Vedanta
philosophies. Consequently, they confirm
that Guru Nanak has no originality and
uniqueness in his philosophy rather he
was preaching Vedic and Vedanta
philosophy.

been interpolated,

However, in the eyes of this scientist,
Devinder Singh Chahal, € is original and

unigue logo to represent the Eternal
Entity (God) in SIKHI founded by Guru

Nanak. The logo, q@“, represents the

modern scientific concept that the ‘1’ (Ek
— One) in € as ‘Singularity” or as Jj'?j
(Sunn) or T&ITE (nirgun as ‘Nothingness’)
which sprang into the Universe as AJdIE

(sargun) state. However, this nirgun state

and sargun state are quite different
than those are understood in Vedic and
Vedanta philosophies.

It is time for the Sikh intelligentsia to
decide which way to go.

HUKM (Z9H) LAWS OF NATURE/

UNIVERSE
The word ‘HUKM’ (JoH - the basic

word as spelled in Gurmukhi Lipi) has
been used very extensively in the
Gurbani, incorporated in the Aad Guru
Granth Sahib (AGGS). [20] ‘Hukm’is an
Arabic  word [21], which means
command, edict, allow/permission.
According to Punjabi-English Dictionary
[22], Bhai Kahn Singh [19], and Dr
Gurbachan Singh [23] ‘Hukm’ means
order, command, decree, judgment,
decision, sanction, God’s Will, and
Divine Law. And ‘Hukmi’ (ganﬂ) is also

an Arabic word [21], which means the
one who orders. In Punjabi [19, 22, 23] it
also means the one in authority to issue
‘Hukm’ (order) and allows permission.

Beside this there is another word,
I, (Rajayi) very similar to ‘Hukm'.

According to Bhai Kahn Singh [19] and
Dr Gurbachan Singh [23] it means: God,
Will of God, One in authority to issue
orders, satisfied, contented, furlough,
and quilt.

Robert Nola [24] says that: “The idea
that there are scientific laws might have
originated along the lines of the model
of God giving us moral rules. God, it is
said, also gave nature its ‘natural laws’
to obey. But the model is not adequate
since even though people can break
moral and legal laws, it is not open to
nature to break the laws of nature.
There seems to be a kind of necessity to
the laws of nature that prevents nature
from breaking its own laws. The basic
idea of a scientific laws of nature is that
of a perfectly regular sequence of kinds
of happenings that occur without
exception. The observed natural world
might itself appear to us to be highly
irregular and even somewhat chaotic

(think of the weather!). But it is
commonly assumed in science that
underneath all the appearance of
irregularity there are some quite simple
and quite general laws governing what
happens.”

For example, Tsunami is a series of huge
waves that happen after an undersea
earthquake or volcano eruption. The
water waves travel in all directions from
the area of disturbance. The waves may
travel in the open sea as fast as 450 miles
per hour. They can be as high as 100 feet
and can cause a lot of destruction on the
shore. Tectonic earthquakes are a
particular kind of earthquakes that are
associated with the earth’s crustal
deformation; when these earthquakes
occur beneath the sea, the water above
the deformed area is displaced from its
equilibrium position. Tsunami is not
caused because God is angry rather it is
caused by earthquakes which happen
due to normal movement of Tectonic
plates, and by volcano eruptions, which
happens because of pressure of lava from
the center of the Earth entirely according
to the Laws of Nature.

WHAT IS
PHILOSOPHY?
This word, J&H (Hukm ) starts appearing
on the very first page of the Aad Guru
Granth Sahib (AGGS) [20] in the first
stanza of JAP bani and it continues to
appear again and again throughout the
AGGS. It appears on the first page of the
AGGS as follows:

fore Afgnrar! Jetar

fa= 3= 3¢ Ul |

Kiv sachi=ara hosi=ai

kiv kdrhai tutai pal.

g Iaret g

BTER ST &1 1l

Hukam raja=i chalna

Nanak likhi=a nal. | | 1] |

WIRTH, 7Y 1, UaT 1.

In the first two phrases questions have

been posed by Guru Nanak:
1. How to become

(Afowra™)? And

2. How to break the line (series) of

‘HUKM’ IN  NANAKIAN

Truthful

IUSCANADA.COM
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lies? (aﬁsﬁwﬁ??)?

The answer to these questions has been
given in the next phrase:

gaf® Ias gsEr
o B &5 1411

Hukam rajaci chalna
Nanak likhiea nal. | | 1] |

The above phrases have been interpreted
by Principal Teja Singh [25] as follows:
feo Ao Ty fae JEE w3 A w3 Sg e
fegarg 7 & & du I, 89 fag g2
forer Aos A= f£g 3: €A I @ A
T gaH 83 ¢I&" | I 56 | JIH A
&S It S Ifemr J |

Its literal translation in English is as
follows:

“Then how can (we) be truthful and how
can the wall of falsehood between us and
God be broken? The method for this is
only as follows: To walk on (follow) the
Will of God. Hay Nanak! That order is
written with us.”

Almost the same interpretation is found
in  many other translations (Sodhi
Meharbaan, Dr Mohan Singh, Bhai Jodh
Singh, Pandit Kartar Singh Dakha, Bhai
Gulshan Rai, Giani Harbans Singh, and
Vinoba Bhave) as reported by Dr Joginder

Singh [26]. The word Hfgwrar (sachiara)

has been translated by them including Dr
Joginder  Singh as  ‘truthful’” and

ESE? _g’é Ufs (kiv kuray tutay pal) has

been translated as ‘how to break the wall
of falsehood between God and a person’.

If we look into this phrase carefully there
is no mention of ‘wall’; there is no
mention of ‘between a person and God’;
and there is no mention that ‘the order is
written with us or on us’.

However, Prof Sahib Singh [13]
interpreted it differently by keeping in
view the critical analysis of the first
phrase of this stanza where Ao (sochay)
has been interpreted as ‘cleansing of

body’ to receive the order of God.
Nevertheless, many scholars have

interpreted ‘sochay’ as ‘thinking’ which
does not connect to the reply to that
question posed by Guru Nanak. Since
‘sochay’ means cleansing of body. Prof
Sahib Singh interpreted the above
phrase as follows:

(3 fa3) War® Y3y T UIaH Je
TE U9l f9° g€ Adier I (W A3
nEd ¥) g% T uIw fa° de Hewer
P T B HBI WIS YIY © JaH
feg 39 (fedt foa fedt 3) | I saa!
(fog fedit) gg 3 It A= 3 7913 =Sfor
3, ot T wr gt 3 1l

It is translated into English as follows:
(Then how) can one cleanse one’s body
to receive the enlightenment of God?
And how can (our inside veil) of lies/
falsehood can be broken (removed).

To follow Order according to the Will of
God is the only procedure.

Hay Nanak!

(This procedure) has been written right
from the beginning when the Universe
was created.

The above interpretation of Prof Sahib
Singh is quite different from that of
Principal Teja Singh and others. Then
what is the right interpretation? Most
appropriate interpretation can be
achieved only if we can interpret the
following phrase of stanza # 1 correctly:

7 g s I ARSI BY TS I

Sochai soch na hovasi je socht lakh var.

The word (sochay) has been interpreted
as ‘Thinking’ by many scholars [25-29].
One has to be very careful to interpret
this word, ‘sochay’ because this word
has its direct bearing on the word
‘sachiara’. If ‘sochay’ is taken as
‘thinking’ then ‘sachiara” has no
connection with the first part of stanza
# 1 whether ‘sachiara” means ‘truthful’
or ‘purification of body/mind). In this
phrase ‘sochay’ has been taken as
‘purifying oneself or one’s mind’:

7O "Hfg ‘s I=@ A AL By ‘T Il

Sochai soch na hovarsl je socht lakh var.

One cannot purify oneself’ or one’s mind’
or attain peace of mind’ by physical
cleansing’ of body or by performing
various rituals’ even if one cleans the
body’ for hundreds of thousands of
times®,

Linking the above theme, therefore, |
have interpreted the last part of stanza #
1 as follows:

fore Afgnrar Jeht
faegd 2 utE |

Kiv sachi=ara hoceieai kiv kdrhai tutai pal.

gafi* I gsEr
&ad fafem &5 1111

Hukam rajae1 chalnd Nanak likhi=a nal.

1211
WIRTH, 7Y 1, UaT 1.

Question:

How can one achieve purification of body
and of mind1 (achieve peace of mind*)?
And how can one break through the line®
(series) of lies’ (the vicious circle)?

Nanak answers:

Purification and peace of mind can be
achieved and vicious circle can be broken
by understanding’ and following® the
Laws of Nature’, ordained’ right in the
beginning of Universe.

AGGS, Jap 1, p 1.

Note: Here ‘Hukm’ has been interpreted
as ‘order’ and order is also a ‘law’. Law
has also been defined as “Laws of
Nature/Universe”.

In the first stanza of JAP bani Guru Nanak
is talking about the purification of mind,
which is full of illusions and delusions

built up by a series (line - U3) of lie after

lie. Once one understands the Hukm
(Laws of Nature/Universe) then one can
find the way to break the vicious circle (of
illusions and delusions) built on lie after
lie. This is the method, which has been
recommended by Guru Nanak to achieve
purification of mind and to attain peace
of mind.

Hukm as Laws of Nature/Universe
The word ‘hukm’ used in the first Stanza
of JAP has further been explained as Laws
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of Nature/Universe by Guru Nanak in the
second stanza of JAP as follows:

gonft? Jefs Wara” gay & Jfawr 78t

I
Hukmi hovan akar hukam na kahi=3 jaor.

gt Jefs Fime® gafi s =famra” ||

Hukmi hovan jiea hukam milai vadi=asl.

gt €3y g gafi B gy 7y

UrEmfa ||

HukmT utam nich hukam likh dukh sukh
pacieah.

feaer gaHt guAlR fofa gendt #Aer
FeEifg ||

lkna hukmi bakhsis ik hukmi sada
bhavasieah.

g Wefg g gIfg gan® safT ||

Hukmai andar sabh ko bahar hukam na
kowe.

56d g A g8’ 3 I ST & dfE
2l

Nanak hukmai je bujhai ta hazumai kahai
na kose. | |2]]
WIRTH, 7Y 2, UaT 1.

Everything is created’ according to the
Laws of Nature/Universel, which cannot
be said, how.

The life3 is created according to these
laws and one gets respects (one’s
inherited characters)® according to these
laws.

According to one’s inherited
characteristics one becomes a good or
evil person; and pains (problems) and
pleasures are happening according to
these laws.

According to these laws one is free from
troubles with one’s good actions; and one
is entrapped into the vicious circle with
one’s wrong actions.

Nanak says:

Everything is happening under the Laws
of Nature/Universe®,

Nothing can happen outside the laws of
Nature/Universe®.

If one can realize’ the above fact of Laws
of Nature5,

Then one can get rid of egoism®/egotism.
AGGS, Jap 2, p 1.

1. AT (Hukmi): has been interpreted

as law by Gurbachan Singh [23] and it
also means ‘who has the authority to
issue order’. But here it means ‘Laws of
Nature/Universe’.

ZQBDTF (Hukmay) also means ‘Laws of

Nature/Universe’.

In this stanza of JAP Guru Nanak has
confirmed that ‘Hukm’ is the order/law
(Laws of Nature/Universe). He further
emphasizes that every action and
reaction (process) or anything that is
happening in this Universe and in all the
living beings are governed under the
Laws of Nature/Universe. Consequently,
nothing can happen outside of these
laws.

It is generally accepted that our
Universe came into existence according
to the Big Bang theory. Immediately
after the Big Bang the laws of Nature/
Universe were created. Now every
action and reaction in the whole
Universe and living beings is going on
under these laws. Guru Nanak has
explained 3 (which is generally

interpreted as ‘fear’), in fact, it also
represents the ‘Hukm’ — the Laws of
Nature/Universe explained as follows:

3 fefg ueg?=d® e
Bhai vich pavan vahai sadvavo.
3 fefg gufa &u® Tt |1
Bhai vich chaléh lakh dariea=o.
3 fefg niafs” o= Farfad |
Bhai vich agan kadhai vegar.

3 fefouast et ofa I

Bhai vich dharti dab1 bhar.

3 fefg fée fed fag arfa i
Bhai vich ind firai sir bhar.

3 fefg I gan® enirad® |
Bhai vich raja dharam duear.

3 fefo pem 3 fefa Jg
Bhai vich straj bhai vich chand.
CAECEIRECER R ER

Koh karor chalat na ant.
SfefofAuguraag I
Bhai vich sidh budh sur nath.

3 fefg mis@ nirarH |

Bhai vich adane akas.

3 fefg AU HOEB HT I

Bhai vich jodh mahabal sar.

3 fefg nrefg® Arefa ya? 1

Bhai vich avahi javéh par.

AafenT 38 faftpr fafa Sy™ I
Sagli=a bhavo likhi=a sir lekh.

ooa fsgs8 fadarg? Ag*e &x™ Iall
Nanak nirbha=o nirankar sach ek. | |1] |
WA, H: 1, UaT 464,

Note:
3 fefg (Bhai vich) has been interpreted

as ‘in fear of God by the following
prominent theologians:

Dr Sant Singh Khalsa: in the fear of God...
Dr Manmohan Singh: in Lord’s fear...

Dr Gopal Singh: in (Lord’s Fear)...

Talib: in fear of the Lord...

Faridkoti Teeka = in Fear of Akal Purakh..
Prof Sahib Singh = in fear of Rabb...

Giani Harbans Singh = in fear of Akal
Purakh...

If we keep in view the main theme of this

verse and the previous verse then g fefg
(Bhai vich) should be interpreted as the

metaphor for ‘Laws of Nature/Universe’
as follows.

“Under the Laws of Nature/Universel, air?
a/ways4 blows®; hundreds of thousands®
of rivers® flow; the energy’ performs
different works®: Earth moves; clouds
move; and the so-called Dharm Raaj9
(birth and death) is under the laws; Sun
and Moon (planets) are moving tens of
millions of miles; Sid, Budh, Sur, Naath;

the sky, the soldiers and strongest
warriors;  groups’;  appear’®  and
disappear“.

Everybody and everything (the whole
Wor/d)lg is under the Laws of Nature/
Universe™ *°.”

Nanak says:

The “One and Only™, That (Eternal Entity)
is without any form”, is not under any
law 16 and exists forever™.

AGGS, M 1, p 464.

In the following verse Guru Amardas
summarizes the origin of Universe
according to Nanakian Philosophy under
the Laws of Nature/ Universe as follows:

oot Fon? figafe® Quret* i
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Hukmi séhje sarisat upaci.
afg afg 28 MUt =3t |
Kar kar vekhai apnt vadieasl.

WY 9 FIE WU gEN IfgdT AHTET
J

Ape kare karace ape hukme rahisa samasi
he. | |1]]

YHITdTH, H: 3, UaT 1043

The Universe® came’ into existence®
according to the Laws of the Nature/
Universe”.

It creates and then watches Its Own
power of creation”.

It works by Itself and makes the others to
work under these laws,

And It pervades in Its Own laws® (Laws of
Nature/Universe).

AGGS, M 3, p 1043.

The most important message of Guru
Nanak, to be noted in the above
discussion, is that whatever is going on in
this Universe is being done under these
Laws of Nature/Universe. Therefore,
there is no chance of performance of any
miracle by anybody on this Earth since
what has to be done is to be under these
laws. In this connection, | would like to
bring to the notice of readers the
realization of Robert Nola [24] as pointed
out earlier:

“..even though people can break moral
and legal laws, it is not open to nature to
break the laws of nature. There seems to
be a kind of necessity to the laws of nature
that prevents nature from breaking its
own laws.”

Carl Sagan has put it well:

“.. If by ‘God” one means the set of
physical laws that govern the Universe,
then clearly there is such God. This God is
emotionally unsatisfying... it does not
make much sense to pray the law of

gravity.”
(Dawkins, Richard. 2006. The God
Delusion. Houghton Mifflin  Company,

New York, p 19.)

It means even the Nature (the God)
cannot break its laws. In this respect,
Walter Isaacson [30] reported the views
of Einstein that science could not accept

a deity who could meddle at whim in
the events of his creation. Einstein says:
“The main source of the present-day
conflict between the spheres of religion
and of science lies in this concept of a
personal God.”

Isaacson [30] further reported that:

“For some people, miracles serve as the
evidence of God’s existence. For Einstein
it was absence of miracle that reflected
divine providence. The fact that the
world was comprehensible, that it
followed laws, was worthy of awe.”

Einstein writes about scientists [30]:
“Scientists aim to uncover the immutable
laws that govern reality, and in doing so
they must reject the notion that divine
will, or for that matter human will, plays
a role that would violate this cosmic
causality.”

| would ask readers to visualize the
above discussion. Is it not that what
Einstein ~ (1879-1955) and  other
scientists are saying that has been said
by Guru Nanak (1469-1539) about 410
years before Einstein? The irony is that
it is difficult for some Sikh scientists and
theologians, who are under heavy
burden of Vedic and Vedanta
philosophies and constrained by its
parameters, to accept this fact that the
nature cannot break its own laws to
perform miracles for any god or deity or
spiritual person. Any so-called miracle is
the delusion of the mind, i.e. ignorance
fostered by dust of accumulated
falsehood, distorting reality.

& Wiy F9ve F3 wrfy
gafi! Aeg=Eaa 2101

Nanak ap karaee kare
savaranhara. | |7] |
YIAIdTH, H: 1, UaT 141,
Nanak Says:

God (of Guru Nanak) Itself acts, and
causes others to act according to these
Laws of Nature® to improve oneself to
be exalted’.

AGGS, M 1, p 141.

ap hukam

SABD (HEI€): THE GURU OF NANAK

Two words, HEE (sabd) and JId (guru)

and their combination as ‘sabd guru’
have been extensively used in the Aad
Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS). It is usually
understood that the word ‘sabd” s
derived from Sanskrit and is spelled as
‘sabda’ in English, however, in this paper
it will be spelled as ‘sabd’ as spelled in
the AGGS. In Hinduism, every person or
spiritual leader must have a Guru. For
example, in the Bhagavad Gita, Arjun,
a Kshatriya prince, accepted Krishna as
his Guru on the battlefield. The Siddhas
had Gurakh Nath as their Guru and
Bhagat Kabir had Ramanand as his Guru.
Many Hindu families have their own
personal Gurus. In the same sense, the
Siddhas wanted to know the Guru of
Nanak during a discourse between Nanak
and Siddhas. Nanak replied that his ‘guru’
is ‘sabd’ (sabda). Chahal [31] has discuss
the intrinsic meanings of ‘guru’ and
‘sabd’ (sabda) in detail as follows:

During discussion between Guru Nanak
and Siddhas (Sidddh Gost), the Siddhas
questioned Guru Nanak:

Who is your Guru?

T YB' d=E HIZ* W |
3T IE I AT I T ||

Kavan mdl kavan mat vela.

Fera kavan gurd jis ka ta chela.

AGGS, M 1, p 943. [20]

What is the source of beginning' and
which type of philosophy? is of this Age®?
Who is that ‘guru’ of whom you are his
disciple?

Guru Nanak answers about his ‘guru’ as
follows:

U’ wdg® Af3® 33° Hiz® 237 ||
ﬂa—gﬂ 3_@8 HH'@.‘ 9 El'ﬁ')'lo I ||

Pavan arambh satgur mat vela.

Sabad gurd surat dhun chela.

The air’ is the beginning’ of every life and
this is the Age® of Enlightrenment’
through the True® Guru®.

Who is the true guru?

It is explained in the second sentence:
The sabd’ is the guru® (enlightener) and
my keen™® conscience’ is its disc/p/eﬂ.
Now the question is:

Which ‘Sabd’ is the ‘Guru’ of Nanak?
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That ‘sabd’ has been described by Guru
Nanak himself in stanza #38 of JAP bani
as follows:

73! ugra” digg® "Hfonrgd” i
nIIfe® Hi3® 2T’ gamrg® |

Jat pahara dhiraj suniear.

Ahran mat ved hathi=ar.

Self-control’ should be the furnace®, and
patience’ of the goldsmith®.

Wisdom® should be the anviF and
knowledge’ should be the tools®.

36° ¥ warfs!! UG ||

3131-12 31-@13 W?ﬁﬁ“ -@315 E-,-f‘a-lﬁ ”
W AEg? ATt cam s ||

Bha=o khala agan tap ta-o.

Bhanda bha=o amrit tit dhal.

Ghari=ai sabad sachi taksal.

Love’ for the Eternal Entity (God) should
be the bellows™ to blow air into fire'' to
make it super-hot.

The body (mind), full of love®™ is the
melting pot™ where the above-mentioned
self-control, patience, wisdom and
knowledge as matter” to be melted™®
together to coin'’ the sabd (idea/
philosophy)'® as an Amrit (elixir)** in the
mint® of truth.

s 38 sefad® aan™ 3 aa™ ||
&od sed sefd” fsas™ I3t

Jin ka=o nadar karam tin kar.

Nanak nadri nadar nihal. | |38] |

Such type of work® to coin sabd (idea/
philosophy) can only be done by those
who have the capability’® of vision®®.

That Eternal Entity (God) is happy® for
such people who have this type of vision®*
38,

AGGS, Jap # 38, p 8.

This stanza # 38 of JAP bani clearly
indicates that the word, ‘sabd’, means the
‘idea’ or ‘philosophy’, which has been
realized by having self-control and the use
of patience, knowledge and wisdom as
explained in JAP Stanza # 38. This ‘sabd’
enlightens a person to discover the right

path of life. Therefore, ‘sabd’ s
interpreted as ‘enlightening idea/
philosophy’.

Guru Nanak further explains humans

inherit four characteristics: seeing,
hearing, sensation, and thinking/
analysing the data collected. | would
interpret the following stanza by
keeping in view the involvement of
various sciences - biology,
neurosciences, physiology, physics,
chemistry, etc.:

g ueam? & AfIe wirfar ||

e Aa3 wige A7 urferr ||

gt ferd® 37 fug© g wigd sy
3 feArgm™ 3 1€

Char padarath lai jag aci-a.

Siv saktl ghar vasa paci-a.

Ek visare ta pir hare andhulai nam visara
he. [16]]

AGGS, M 1, p 1027.

Man was born®into this world® with
fourl characteristics’:

(Seeing,  hearing,  sensation  and
thinking/capability to analyse the data
collected.)

In fact, all these characteristics of
humans® are based’ on  Universal
EnergyS.

If one forgets’ about these four
characteristics®,  then that innocent
(human)  loses™™ all  his  study/
capabilty’and also forgets™ to use the
Laws of Nature/Universe™ for the
betterment of one’s life.

Nanak
explains how a ‘sabd’ (idea/philosophy)

In the above stanza, Guru

is coined (formulated) as the Amrit (life-
giving elixir) or way of living, which will
mould a person to be highly moral and
progressive. Guru Amardas explained
the Amrit (idea/philosophy) is already
present in the body (mind), but one has
to be awakened to that Amrit (in AGGS
at page 644). However, Guru Nanak
continues to explain further that body
and mind have the four faculties:
seeing, hearing, sensation, and thinking/
capability to analyse the data collected.
In spite of the above teachings of Guru
Nanak, the Sikhs continue to follow
Eastern philosophy that a personal
human guru is necessary to guide a
person to achieve a moral life, to meet
God, and to achieve mukati (salvation).

That is why many sants/babas have
appeared in Punjab  who are
brainwashing their followers to be
dependent upon their advice rather than
to use their own intellect to coin the sabd
taught by Guru Nanak. Of course, some
people may need a guru (teacher) to
teach those qualities to coin the ‘sabd’
and to develop the four qualities
discussed earlier to resolve their
problems, and to cross the so-called
dreadful sea of life.

During the discourse (Siddh Gost), the
Siddhas continued questioning Guru
Nanak:

What is your philosophy?

ges g 3IIg f6ad’ ||
S FEI I IHTR® ||

Kavan katha le rahhu nirale.

Bolai Nanak sunhu tum bale.

Question 42 b:

What type of unique® philosophy® do you
have?

Speak out, O child® Nanak, we are ready
to listen to you.

And

What is the sabd, which can help us cross
the dreadful sea of life?

eIy’ arefe e |l
I’ A=fe” Syresag™ %3l

Es katha ki dese bichar.

Bhavjal sabad langhavanhar. | |43] |
Question 42c:

Could you, please, deliberate® on your
unique philosophy’?

What is that Sabd™ (vour idea/
philosophy) which could help™ us to cross
the dreadful’ sea of life?

Guru Nanak answers as follows:

HIf3' AEfe? 3@ A 3IMF Fad
SHE =HE ||

Surat sabad bhav sagar tari=ai Nanak nam
vakhane.

Nanak explains’ that understanding the
Laws of Nature/Universe® and turning
one’s conscience® towards such Sabd’ (as
described in JAP Stanza # 38 above) will
help to cross’ the dreadful’® sea of life’.
AGGS, M 1, p 938.

IUSCANADA.COM

page 41



UNDERSTANDING SIKHISM — The Research Journal

Guru Nanak continues to explain that the
‘sabd’, as explained in Stanza # 38 of JAP
bani, is the answer to various problems of
life:

fomrs' fegel? 38 mardl* ||
Ao Ife gfawr fise” 3t ||
fogsg® e ag°
32 A3t A3 g™ |t

Gi=an vihdni bhavai sabael.

Sacha rav rahi=3a liv 13=1.

Nirbha=o sabad gurl sach jata joti jot
mila=ida. | |8] |

A person, without? using intellect’, is
wandering’ all around” to understand the
Eternal Entity (God).

That person could not understand that
the Eternal Entity’ is prevailing®
everywhere as if imbibed’ in everything.

A person, who is not afraid® of anybody/
anything, can understand™ the Eternal
Entity (God)™ through the enlightening™
philosophy’ (sabd’ guru™).

AGGS, M 1, p 1034.

Many of the writers translate ‘sabd’ as
‘sabd” and ‘guru’ as ‘guru’. But nobody
tries to explain the meaning of ‘guru’ and
of ‘sabd’ as explained above.

Guru Nanak further explains that the
‘sabd’ is the real ‘guru’ in life:

wl wg! AR’ A W AEflet gg°
BRI |l
g7 I8 A AW afg A fos faf"

Afag™? IH3" I It
Ghaghai ghal sevak je ghalai sabad gurt
kai lag rahai.

Bura bhala je sam kar janai in bidh sahib
ramat rahai. | | 8] |

If a dedicated® devotee’  remains
devoted® ° to the concept of enlightening’
sabd” and considers™ bad” and good days
equally’ as a part of life, that person
understands the Eternal Entv’t“yl2 through
this method"" and remains attached® to
the Eternal Entity.

AGGS, M 1, p 432.

Guru Nanak continues to advise the use

' Jfg ggsk sy A afg AT®
o wrge {537 2fg uret® |
It fagrg® g Aivfe" & fang”
oHg® YR BT FEL A

Amal kar dhart bij sabdo kar sach ki ab
nit déh pani.

Ho=e kirsan Tman jammae=e lai bhisat
dojak mdre evjani. ||1]]

Make good deed” as the soil’ to sow the
seed’ of the sabd’ (idea/philosophy
realized) and always’ water that seed
with the water® of habit® of speaking
truth’.

Be such a type of farmer.

If one accepts’ to be such type of
farmer®, then it will become™ clear to
that ignorant/innocent one”, what does
heaven™ and hell”> mean.

AGGS, M 1, p 24. (Note 4)

Guru Arjun has also used ‘sabd guru’ in
the same sense as used by Guru Nanak
but involves God (Hari) as follows:

IfT IHT IH IfT & TR o AEE
g AY <l HIQ ¥ Iagi21 0

Har hamra ham har ke dase Nanak
sabad gurd sach dina jleo.
|141114]]21]]

Guru Arjun as Nanak claims that Har(i)
(God) belongs to him and he is the
servant of that Har(i) (God). This has
happened through the sabd as the guru.
AGGS, M 5, p 100.

Finally, Guru Nanak sums up that ‘sabd’,
as explained in Stanza 38 of JAP Bani,
helps one to become an enlightened
person:

9 'AEE a3 ur &t
I I nEifs "fs=rat Byy Il

Ek sabad jit katha vichari.

Gurmukh ha=umai agan nivari. | |44| |
The one, who deliberates®* on that one’
sabd’  (Enlightening Idea/philosophy),
can eliminate® ﬁre—like7 egoE, to become
an enlightened personE.

AGGS, M 1, p 943.

IS MEANING OF “SABD” AS “GURU”
BEING LOST TODAY?

interested readers can look into the
article: Sabd — The Guru of Nanak. [31]

CONCLUSIONS

Philosophy of Guru Nanak as observed by
a scientist is concluded as follows:

Guru Nanak observed that only rare, who
are oriented toward enlightenment will
deliberate bani in its real perspective.

He also observed that the people accept
khota (false) as khara (true) and truth is
not accepted easily.

The concept of God is different in
different religions but the God is Eternal
Entity for Guru Nanak which is quite
unigue than the God of all other
religions.

The logo, qg: which has been designed

by Guru Nanak to represents the Eternal
Entity (God) and as the logo of Sikhi
founded by him.

It has been interpolated, misinterpreted
and misrepresented as Ek Oankaar.
Oankar in Upanishads represents Aum/
Om which represent God as Trinity. Guru
Nanak is against the Trinity of God.

The right pronunciation of a€is “Ek Oh
Beant” in Punjabi and “One and Only That
Infinite”. Moreover, the Ek (One) in q@“

represents Singularity, Nothingness, Sunn
and Nirgun state of the Eternal Entity
(God). When it bursts into Universe is
called sargun state of the Eternal Entity
(God).

The word “hukm” for Guru Nanak is the
Laws of Nature/Universe and no action
and reaction happens in this Universe
and living beings without the “hukm”. But
many Sikh scientists and theologians still
believe it as “"Will of God”.

The Guru of Nanak is “sabd” which has
been coined by the use of self-control,

patient, knowledge and wisdom.

This is the “sabd” which enabled Guru

of ‘sabd’ in life: The answer is YES. Nanak to develop great vision to
This is a lengthy discussion and promulgate  original  and  unique
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philosophy during the period of

Renaissance.

This “sabd” is idea/philosophy which
helps people to raise their morality and
to cross the dreadful sea of life
successfully.
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